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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 27, 2014 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0936 

1402 E. 11TH STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, cross-gabled frame bungalow with a partial-width, 

independent, front-gabled porch on ornamental metal posts; single and paired 1:1 

fenestration; one-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled addition to the right side of the house, 

including a shed-roofed extension of the front porch. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1938, although there are utility permits existing 

for the address as early as 1933, but the address does not appear in city directories before 

that of 1939, and the Sanborn map of 1935 does not show a house on this site.  The first 

owners and occupants of the house were Grover C. and Roberta L. Lee, although only 

Roberta Lee is listed until the mid-1940s.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Grover and Roberta 

Lee living in Bastrop, where Grover was a grocery merchant; the 1940 U.S. Census shows 

them at this house (with its old address of 1300 E. 11th Street), and Grover was the 

proprietor of a retail grocery store.  Roberta Lee was a public school teacher, who had lived 

next door, at what was then 1302 E. 11th Street, the home of Andrew W. and Drucie 

Humphreys, in the late 1930s when this house was built.  The Lees lived here until the 

mid-1960s; after Grover Lee passed away in 1956, and his obituary appeared in Austin 

American – a rare occasion for an African-American citizen until much later – Roberta lived 

here until around 1965.  She eventually moved to Oakland, California, where she died in 

1974.  The house then became a rental unit, and was owned by the Austin Urban Renewal 

Agency in the mid-1970s, who rented it out, generally to retired people. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to fully evaluate the potential to retain and restore the house.  Staff recognizes 

that the house has been boarded up and has likely deteriorated, but it is an important part 

of the African-American history of the E. 11th Street corridor and should be retained and 

restored to the greatest extent possible.  While not as old as it looks, the house is a good 

example of late bungalow styling, and represents a relatively substantial house in what 

became the heart of the African-American community on E. 11th, Rosewood, and E. 12th 

Streets in the early 20th century.  The people associated with the property may also have 

greater significance to the history of the city – Grover Lee was the proprietor of a retail 

grocery business, reflecting the segregated society which gave rise to an African-American 

business community; and Roberta Lee was a public school teacher, reflecting a typical 

profession for educated African-American women in the first half of the 20th century, when 

schools were segregated and career opportunities for African-American women were 

extremely limited, outside of domestic service.  Restoring this house will add another 

important historic landmark to the re-developing area around the new African-American 

Cultural Center, and should be fully considered by the applicant before the house and its 

history is forever lost. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1402 E. 11th Street 
ca. 1938 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1402 E. 11th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2013 
 
1992  Willie B. Taylor, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Willie B. Taylor, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Willie J. Crew, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Willie J. and Minnie B. Crew, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  George Arnold, renter 
  Parking attendant, Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 
 
1968  Leonzia and Ceretta Haywood, owners 
  Retired 
 
1962  Roberta L. Lee, owner 
  Widow, Grover E Lee 

No occupation listed 
 
1959  Roberta L. Lee, owner 
  Widow, Grover E. Lee 
  No occupation listed 
 
1954  Vacant 
 
1952  Grover C. and Roberta Lee, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Grover C. and Roberta Lee, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1947  Grover C. and Roberta Lee, owners 

Clerk 
 
1944-45 Grover C. and Roberta Lee, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Roberta L. Lee, renter 
  Teacher 
  NOTE:  Grover C. Lee is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1300 E. 11th Street. 
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1940  Roberta L. Lee, renter 
  Teacher 
  NOTE:  Grover C. Lee is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1300 E. 11th Street. 
 
1939  Vacant 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1300 E. 11th Street. 

NOTE:  Roberta L. Lee is listed as a teacher living next door at 1302 E. 11th 
Street, the home of Andrew W. and Drucie Humphreys.  He was an assistant 
cook at the Texas School for the Deaf. 

 
1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Roberta L. Lee is not listed in the directory. 
NOTE: Andrew W and Drucie Humphreys are listed as the owners of the 

house at 1302 E. 11th Street; he was a cook at the Texas School 
for the Deaf. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Grover C. and Roberta L. Lee (ca. 1938 – ca. 1965) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Grover C. and Roberta Lee as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $2,500.  Grover C. Lee was then 40, had been born in Texas, and operated a retail 
grocery.  Roberta Lee was then 45, had been born in Texas, and was a public school teacher.  
They had a daughter, Laverne, 15.  The family had lived in rural Bastrop County in 1935.  The 
1930 U.S. Census shows Grover and Roberta Lee owning a house on an un-named street in 
Bastrop, Texas.  Grover Lee was the proprietor of a grocery store; Roberta Lee had no 
occupation listed. 
 

 
Funeral notice for Grover C. Lee 

Austin American, October 16, 1956 
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Obituary of Roberta L. Lee 

Austin American-Statesman, January 20, 1974 
 
 

 
Water service permit for this address (1933) 
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Sewer service permit for this address (1935) 

 
 
 

 
Building permit to Mrs. Grover C. (Roberta) Lee to construct a frame addition (1958) 

 
 

 

 
Building permit to the Austin Urban Renewal Agency to bring the house to minimum standards 

(1975) 
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The house is not shown on the 1935 Sanborn map. 

 

 
The house appears on the 1962 Sanborn map with its old address of 1300 E. 11th Street. 

 


