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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 27, 2014 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0003 

906 KINNEY AVENUE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1940 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, side-gabled frame house with a projecting front gable and partial-width 

inset porch on ornamental metal posts; single and paired 1:1 fenestration; metal window 

awnings. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1940 by Robert F. and Erna Rockwood, who lived here for the rest of 

their lives.  The house was built on land apparently owned by Erna Guttman Rockwood; 

her brother, Walter, lived immediately next door at 908 Kinney Avenue at the time the 

house was built.  Robert F. Rockwood had lived with his mother in a rented apartment on 

W. 12th Street for many years before getting married.  He was a city fireman and later fire 

marshal; around the mid-1940s, he became a projectionist for the Texas Theater at 2224 

Guadalupe Street, a job he had previously had as a younger man – he listed “moving 

picture operator” on his 1917 World War I draft registration card.  Robert Rockwood 

worked as a projectionist at the Texas Theater until the mid-1950s, when he retired.  Erna 

Rockwood was an audit clerk at Sears from the time of her marriage until the mid-1950s. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit upon completion of a City of 

Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house 

has neither the architectural nor the historical significance for individual designation as a 

historic landmark, but is a good example of working-class housing in the early Barton Hills 

neighborhood. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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906 Kinney Avenue 
ca. 1940 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
906 Kinney Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2013 
 
1992  Robert Rockwood (not listed as owner) 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Erna G. Rockwood, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Erna G. Rockwood, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Erna G. Rockwood, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 

Retired 
 
1968  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 
  Retired 
 
1962  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 

No occupation listed 
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1959  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 

Robert: Projectionist, Trans-Texas Theaters (not listed in the directory) 
  Erna:  Audit supervisor, Sears, 900-02 Congress Avenue. 
 
1952  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 

Projectionist 
NOTE:  Erna G. Rockwood is not separately listed with an occupation. 

 
1949  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 
  Robert: Projectionist 
  Erna:  Assistant supervisor, Sears, 900-02 Congress Avenue. 
 
1947  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 

Robert: Operator, Texas Theater, 2224 Guadalupe Street. 
Erna:  Auditing clerk, Sears, 900-02 Congress Avenue. 

 
1944-45 Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 

Robert: Employed by the Texas Theater, 2224 Guadalupe Street. 
  Erna:  Clerk, Sears, 900-02 Congress Avenue. 
 
1941  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood, owners 
  Robert: Fire marshal, City Fire Department 
  Erna:  Clerk, Sears, 900-02 Congress Avenue. 
 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood are listed at 608 W. 12th Street, 
Apartment “D”.  He was a fire marshal; she was a cashier at Sears, 900-02 
Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  At 908 Kinney Avenue lived Walter Guttmann, Erna Rockwood’s brother. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Robert F. and Erna G. Rockwood (ca. 1940 – ca. 1997) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Robert F. and Erna G Rockwood living at 608 W. 12th Street, 
which they rented.  Robert F. Rockwood was then 49, had been born in Texas, and was a city 
fire marshal.  Erna Rockwood was then 29, had been born in Texas, and was an audit clerk for 
a department store.  Robert F. Rockwood appears as the 39-year old single son of Luella 
Rockwood in the 1930 U.S. Census.  He and his mother lived at 608-D W. 12th Street, an 
apartment they rented.  Robert F. Rockwood was a city fire marshal.  His mother, Luella, a 73-
year old widow, had been born in Ohio and had no occupation listed.  The 1920 U.S. Census 
shows Robert F. and Luella Rockwood living in a rented apartment at 403½ W. 7th Street.  He 
was a city fireman. 
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Robert Frank Rockwood’s World War I draft registration card (1917) shows that he was living at 
1407 Colorado Street, had been born in Austin on March 23, 1891, and was a moving picture 

operator for the Texas Theater.  He lived with his mother. 
 

 
Obituary of Robert F. Rockwood 

Austin American-Statesman, March 1, 1977 
 

 
Funeral notice for Robert F. Rockwood 

Austin American-Statesman, March 2, 1977 
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Obituary of Erna G. Rockwood 

Austin American-Statesman, July 31, 1997 
 

 
 

 
Building permit to Erna Rockwood for the construction of the house and garage (1940) 
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Building permit to Robert F. Rockwood for the construction of a rear addition (1941) 

 
 

 
Sewer connection application by Erna Guttman Rockwood for this address (1938) 

 
 

 


