
The First Responders did an excellent job in difficult circumstances during the 

October 31 flood. These next two presentations are about giving our first 

responders improved tools for helping citizens.  

We cannot stop rain or floods, but what we can do is give residents and public 

safety officials more warning about floods. These next slides show how that is 

possible.  

This first slide was created by the KAXN weather team with data from the 

National Weather Service. It shows the rainfall in the central Texas area during the 

night of October 30 to 31. Most of Travis County received between 3 to 6 inches of 

rain. This is a lot of rain for one night, but this rainfall would not by itself produce 

the flooding experienced that day. The most rain fell in a band of Hays County 

centered on Wimberley.  

The next three slides are taken from the United States Geographic Service website 

of water level gages. They show the timeline of the flood as it moved down Onion 

Creek. The first slide shows the Onion Creek water level gage at the 183 bridge, 

just downstream from the Dove Springs and Bluff Springs neighborhoods. This 

graph shows that the Onion Creek water level peaked at about 10 AM, but that the 

flood stage was reached at about 4 AM.  

The next slide is the water level of Onion Creek at Twin Creeks Road, upstream 

from Dove Springs and just east of I-35. Here the peak occurred at about 7 AM, 

and the creek was 25 feet above normal at about 3 AM. 

The third graph shows the water level of Onion Creek at Driftwood, near Dripping 

Springs. This is the important graph. Here the flood peaked at about 3 AM, but 

flood stage was reached somewhere between midnight and 2 AM. This is the first 

indication that flooding in Austin was inevitable. This pulse of water would take 

several hours to travel to Austin, combining with water flowing into Onion Creek 

from downstream tributaries to create an even higher peak. Unlike the first two 

gages, the Driftwood USGS stream level gage is not monitored by the Austin 

Flood Early Warning System.  

The information for the Response Timeline slide comes from Statesman articles, 

the water level graphs, and the ANC meeting with public safety officials on 

December 20 2013. This timeline shows that if the Driftwood gage had been part 

of the Austin FEWS, and the Office of Emergency Management had been 

monitoring the flood gages earlier, Austin residents would have had several hours 

of advanced warning before the flood waters reached a critical level in the south 

Austin neighborhoods. 

The Austin Neighborhoods Council has committed to educating neighborhoods on 

the need to register with the Reverse 911 Emergency Notification System. With a 

commitment from the City of Austin to expand the Flood Early Warning System 

beyond the city limits, advanced warning of floods can be achieved. 



OCTOBER 31 FLOOD 

 



Halloween Flood 2013 Rainfall Totals 

• Rained from about 7:30 pm on October 30th, until about 5:00 am on the 31st. 

• The color scale is the total number of inches recorded during the entire event. 

• Almost 10 hours of Rainfall. 

 



 



 



 



RESPONSE TIMELINE 

• 10/30 11:30 PM 911 calls on flooding start 

• 1:30 AM EOC partial activation 

• 6:00 AM Full activation of EOC 

• 9:30 AM Reverse 911 calls started 

• 10:00 AM Onion Creek peaks at 40 feet 

 



Education with 911 Reverse Calling 
Residents & Neighborhoods 

 

• ANC – Austin Neighborhoods Council has 

committed by notifying the members and 

neighborhoods to sign up for 911 reverse 

calling. 

 

 



Link to HSEM Emergency Notification System 

 
http://austintexas.gov/department/homeland-security-and-emergency-management 

Registration - Receive reverse 911 alerts - Emergency notifications within flood prone areas – wildfire    

 





http://alertregistration.com/capcog/ 
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