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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0054 

805 COLUMBUS STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1934 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a front-gabled hood over the 

entry; 1:1 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1934 by Olin G. Humphries and his wife, Bess.  Olin Humphries was 

a linotype operator and worked in printing shops for most of his career.  The Humphries 

family lived here until around 1938.  The house was then a rental property until the mid-

1940s.  Among the renters was DeWitt C. Reddick, an associate professor at the University 

of Texas, who lived here from around 1940 to around 1942; his later home in Pemberton 

Heights is now a designated City historic landmark.  Mary Winton, a Missouri-born widow 

who had lived in Waco for most of her life owned the house through the early 1950s.  The 

house then had a series of short-term owners and renters, and has been a rental property 

since the 1980s. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit upon completion of a City of 

Austin documentation package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house 

has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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805 Columbus Street 
ca. 1934 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
805 Columbus Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2014 
 
1992  Bruce J. Hunt, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Bruce J. Hunt was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Thomas L. and Virginia Kolker, renters 

Thomas: Lawyer, 1006 E. 1st Street 
Virginia: Lawyer 

 
1981  Michael R. Henderson, renter 
  Student 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Michael R. Henderson was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1977  Charles B. Mathis, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  Charles B. Mathis, renter 
  Salesman, Lone Star Mobile Homes, 8132 N. Lamar Boulevard. 
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1968  John Boyles, renter 
  Student 
 
1962  Vacant 
 
1959  Vernon W. and Hattie Barker, owners 

Vernon: No occupation listed 
Hattie:  Cashier, Winn’s Stores No. 39 (no store numbers are listed with 
the several locations). 

 
1955  Vernon W. and Hattie Barker, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1952  Mary Winton, owner 

Widow, R.W. Winton 
No occupation listed 
 

1949  Mary Winton, owner 
  Widow, R.W. Winton 
  No occupation listed 
 
1947  Mary Winton, owner 
  Widow, R.W. Winton 
  Music teacher 
 
1944-45 Alvin H. and Helen George, owners 
  Helper, Austin Coca-Cola Bottling Company, 505 San Jacinto Boulevard. 
  NOTE:  Mary Winton is not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  DeWitt C. and Marjorie Reddick, renters 
  Associate professor, University of Texas 
 
1939  Nolan and Margaret Schulze, renters 
  Clerk, Works Progress Administration 
 
1937  Olin G. and Bess Humphries, owners 
  Linotype operator, Elliott Printing Company, 301 E. 11th Street. 
 
1935  Olin G. and Bess Humphries, owners 
  Linotype operator, Elliott Printing Company, 301 E. 11th Street. 
 
1932-33 No houses are listed on Columbus Street. 

NOTE: Olin G. and Bess Humphries are listed at 622 W. Gibson Street; he was a 
printer. 

 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Olin G. and Bess Humphries (ca. 1934 – ca. 1938) 
Olin G. and Bess Humphries appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 813 
W. James Street in Austin; the house was worth $2,100.  Olin G. Humphries was then 46, had 
been born in Texas, and was a printer at a printing company.  Bess Humphries was then 39, 
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had two children: Olin, Jr., 14; and 
Bob Gregg, 9. Both boys had been born in Texas and neither had an occupation listed. 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows Olin G. and Bessie Humphries as the renters of 909 W. 12th 
Street in Austin.  Olin Humphries was a linotype operator for a printing company. 
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Obituary of Olin G. Humphries 

Austin American-Statesman, December 6, 1973 
 

 
Funeral story on Olin G. Humphries 
Austin American, December 7, 1973 

 
 

 
Obituary of Bess Humphries 

Austin American-Statesman, December 4, 1991 
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Mary L. Winton (ca. 1946 – ca. 1953) 
Mary L. Winton appears in the 1940 U.S. Census for Waco, Texas, where she rented a house.  
She was then a 64-year old Missouri-born widow with no occupation listed. 
 

 
Obituary of Mary Winton 

Austin American, February 7, 1953 
 

 
Water service permit to Olin G. Humphries for this house (1934) 
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Sewer connection application by Olin G. Humphries for this house (1937) 

 
 

 
Building permit to Olin G. Humphries for a glassed-in sleeping porch and bath addition (1937) 

 

 


