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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0066 

814 W. JAMES STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1934 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled board-and-batten frame bungalow with a partial-

width inset porch forming the left half of the front façade; single and paired 4:4 wood-frame, 

wood-sash fenestration; two front doors at right-angles to each other. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1934 by Allie Byrd Wusterhausen, and his wife, Gertrude.  

Wusterhausen, a native of Bastrop County, was a used car dealer in Austin for many years.  

An ad for his used car lot in a 1948 Austin American-Statesman, states that he would trade 

cattle for cars, and that he was closed on Sunday to be in church, and asked the reader if 

they did the same.  Allie’s brother, Theo Wusterhausen, lived next door at 812 W. James 

Street; the Wusterhausen family had a pattern of living close to each other: the 1930U.S. 

Census shows him on W. Gibson Street, with another family member living next door.  The 

Wusterhausens lived here until around 1940.  The house was then rented to William T. and 

Genevieve Bayer for a year or two – William T. Bayer was one of the proprietors of Fordex 

Service, an auto repair shop at 201 W. 2nd Street.  George M. Turner, a farmer-turned 

burial insurance salesman from Milam County, and his wife, Anna Marie, are listed as the 

renters of this house in the 1944-45 city directory; George Turner died in 1948, and his 

widow, Anna, continued to live here until around 1960.  Anna M. Turner never listed an 

occupation in the city directories, and earlier census records from Milam County do not 

reveal an occupation for her.  Since Anna M. Turner moved out around 1960, the house has 

remained a rental property. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey; nor does any Sanborn map cover this area of 

the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit upon completion of a City of 

Austin Documentation package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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814 W. James Street 
ca. 1934 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
814 W. James Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2014 
 
1992  Petra A. Chonczynski, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Petra A. Chonczynski was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 Gaumesinko Lopez, renter 
  Retired 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Gunicedo and Frances Lopez, renters 
  Retired 
 
1973  Gunicedo and Frances Lopez, renters 
  Retired\ 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Gunicedo and Frances Lopez were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1968  Gigi Valdez, renter 

Clerk, Texas Employment Commission 
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1962  Ruby Alvarado, renter 

Employed by San Jacinto Laundry and Cleaners, 1600 San Jacinto Boulevard. 
 
1959  Anna Turner, renter 
  Widow, George Turner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Anna Turner, renter 
  Widow, George Turner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Anna Turner, renter 

No occupation listed 
 
1949  Anna Turner, renter 

Widow, G.M. Turner 
No occupation listed 

 
1947  Anna Turner, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 George M. and Annie Turner, renters 

Watchman, Quality Mills, 3rd and Nuces Streets. 
 
1941  William T. and Genevieve Bayer, renters 

Proprietor (with Louis F. Machu and C.E. Green), Fordex Service auto repairs, 
201 W. 2nd Street. 

 
1939  Allie W. and Gertrude Wusterhausen, owners 
  Used cars, 708 Red River Street 

NOTE:  Theo A. and Rosa Wusterhausen are listed at 812 W. James Street.  He 
was a produce merchant at the City Market House. 

 
1937  Allie W. and Gertrude Wusterhausen, owners 

Used cars, 515 E. 7th Street. 
NOTE:  Theo A. and Rosa Wusterhausen are listed at 812 W. James Street. 

 
1935  Allie W. and Gertrude Wusterhausen, owners 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The house at 812 W. James Street was occupied by another family. 
 
1932-33 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE: Allie W. and Gertrude Wusterhausen are listed at 209 E. 1st Street, where 
they had a used car lot. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Allie W. and Gertrude Wusterhausen (ca. 1933 – ca. 1940) 
Allie and Gertrude Wusterhausen appear in the 1940 U.S. Census for Precinct 5, Travis County, 
Texas.  Allie Wusterhausen was then 36, had been born in Texas, and was a used car 
salesman.  Gertrude Wusterhausen was then 33, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had two children: Nadine, 13, and Louis, 8.  Both children had been 
born in Texas. 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows Byrd and Gertrude Wusterhausen as the owners of a house at 
910 W. Gibson Street in Austin.  Byrd Wusterhausen was a buyer and seller of used cars.  Their 
daughter, shown as Nadine in the 1940 U.S. Census, is here listed as Maxine. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Byrd Wusterhausen as the 16-year old son of A.W. and Julie 
Wusterhausen, farmers in Bastrop County, Texas.  This census report shows Thaddeus (Theo) 
Wusterhausen as the younger brother of Byrd Wusterhausen – Theo Wusterhausen  lived next 
door to Allie Byrd and Gertrude Wusterhausen in the late 1930s on James Street. 
 

 
Ad for A.B. Wusterhausen Used Cars (Since 1928) 

Austin American-Statesman, October 10, 1948 
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Obituary of A.B. Wusterhausen 
Austin American, May 16, 1963 
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Funeral notice for A.B. Wusterhausen 

Austin American, May 17, 1963 
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Obituary of Gertrude Wusterhausen 

Austin American-Statesman, December 28, 1952 
 

 

 
Obituary of Gertrude Wusterhausen 

Austin American, December 29, 1952 
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Funeral notice for Gertrude Wusterhausen 

Austin American, December 30, 1952 
 

 
George M. and Anna Turner (ca. 1944 – ca. 1960) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows George M. and Anna Marie Turner in Milam County, Texas, 
where George Turner was a salesman for burial insurance.  He was then 58 and had been born 
in Texas; Anna Marie was 54 and had been born in Texas.  She had no occupation listed.  They 
had 4 children: Gilbert, 18, was a fence salesman; Eugene, 16, had no occupation listed; Anna, 
12, had no occupation listed; and Ella Marie Bland was a 22-year old widow with a 2-month old 
daughter, Barbara Ann.  Ella Marie had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows George M. Turner as a farmer in Milam County, and lists the 
couples’ older children: Lucinda, 18; Wilbern, 16; Marie, 12; and Claude, 10.  Anna Marie’s 
father, Paul Gurstmann, an 86-year old German-born widower, lived with the family.  Besides 
George’s listing as a farmer, no other family member had an occupation noted in the census 
report. 
 

 
Obituary of George M. Turner 

Austin American-Statesman, October 10, 1948 
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Obituary of George M. Turner 

Austin American, October 11, 1948 
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Obituary of Anna Marie Turner 

Austin American, March 10, 1971 
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Funeral notice for Anna Marie Turner 

Austin American, March 11, 1971 
 
 

 
Water service permit to A W. Wusterhausen for this address (1934) 
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Sewer connection application by A.B. Wusterhausen (1936) 

 
 
 
 

 


