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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0068 

1002 S. 3RD STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1936 duplex. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof, frame garage apartment-style duplex with single 

and paired 1:1 fenestration on the ground floor and paired 1:1 fenestration on the second 

floor; all windows have 3:1 wood-frame screens.  Central entry has a front-gabled hood on 

knee braces. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1936 by Ben and Lillie Mae Mewis.  Ben Mewis was a salesman for 

Kelly Smith Cleaners; Lillie had no occupation listed in census reports or city directories.  

The 1940 U.S. Census shows that Ben and Lillie Mewis shared this house with their 

daughter, Lillie’s mother, and Lillie’s nephew and niece, along with their young daughter.  

Lillie Mewis passed away in 1941; Ben Mewis then married a woman named Marguerite.  

He opened his own business, No Delay Cleaners, at 1117 S. Congress Avenue in the early 

1940s; he and Marguerite lived here until around 1945.  The house was rented to John E. 

and Virginia Schneider in the late 1940s; he was in the U.S. Army.  Howard D. Tomerlin, 

and his wife, Marie, are listed as the owners of the house in the early- to mid-1950s; he was 

in the Air Force.  By the late 1950s, it appears that the house was already being used by 

two families: Air Force couples rented the house in 1959, when the house had two 

addresses, 1002 and 1002½ S. 3rd Street.  A real estate man, Henry Antoine, is listed as the 

owner in the 1960s; the house has since been used as a rental, with tenants including a 

public school teacher, and an employee of the Texas Tennis Association. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin documentation package, consisting 

of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 

historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1002 S. 3rd Street 
ca. 1936 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1002 S. 3rd Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2014 
 
1992  Don Bruce, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Don Bruce was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Vacant 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1981  Ken and Lisa Lawrence, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Ken and Lisa Lawrence were new residents 
at this address. 

  ½: Anne Whittington, renter 
Employed by the Texas Tennis Association, 1200 Barton Hills Drive. 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Anne Whittington was a new resident 
at this address. 

 
1977  Sue Schlichenmaier, renter 
  Public school teacher 
 



 D.6 - 4 

1973  Mike Dunn, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Mike Dunn was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1968  Herbert J. Antoine, owner 

Real estate salesman 
 
1962  Henry Antoine, owner 
  Real estate 
  NOTE:  Herbert J. Antoine is not listed in the directory. 
  ½: Robert L. and Nancy Stockton, renters 

Salesman, Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company (not listed in the main directory). 
 
1959  Harold D. and Nancy Kruse, renters 
  U.S. Air Force 
  ½: Billy and Mary Christley, renters 
   U.S. Air Force 
 
1955  Howard D. and Marie Tomerlin, owners 
  U.S. Air Force 
 
1952  Howard D. and Marie Tomerlin, owners 

U.S. Air Force 
 
1949  John E. and Virginia Schneider, renters 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The main directory lists John E. and Virginia Schneider at 1515 Koenig 
Lane. 

 
1947  John E. and Virginia Schneider, renters 
  U.S. Army 
 
1944-45 Benjamin F. and Marguerite Mewis, renters 

Proprietor, No Delay Cleaners, 1117 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1941  Benjamin F. and Lillie Mewis, owners 

Salesman, Kelly Smith, cleaner, dyer, hatter, furrier and storage, 209-13 W. 6th 
Street. 

 
1939  Benjamin F. and Lillie Mewis, owners 

Salesman, Kelly Smith, cleaner, dyer, hatter, furrier and storage, 209-W. 6th 
Street. 

 
1937  Benjamin F. and Lillie Mewis, owners 

Salesman, Kelly Smith, cleaner, dyer, hatter, furrier and storage, 209 W. 6th 
Street. 

 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Benjamin F. and Lillie Mewis are listed at 1204 E. 1st Street.  He was a 
driver for Kelly Smith, cleaner, 209 W. 6th Street. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Benjamin F. and Lillie Mewis (ca. 1936 – ca. 1941) 
Benjamin F. and Marguerite Mewis (ca. 1941 – ca. 1945) 
Ben and Lillie Mae Mewis appear as the owners of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census report.  
The house was worth $1,400.  Both Ben and Lillie Mae were then 39, both had been born in 
Texas.  Ben was a salesman for a cleaner and presser; Lillie Mae had no occupation listed.  
With them lived their daughter, Charlotte Maxine, 13, Lillie’s mother, Mary E. Newton, a 63-year 
old Alabama widow, and a couple, Brian and F. Estelle Fraser, with their daughter Sharon.  
Brian and F. Estelle Fraser are listed as the nephew and niece-in-law of Ben Mewis.  Brian 
Fraser was 23, had been born in Canada, and was a butcher in a retail grocery store. F. Estelle 
Fraser was 24, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation listed.  Their daughter 
Sharon, 1, had been born in Detroit, Michigan, where the Frasers had lived in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ben and Lillie Mewis as the owners of a house in Wichita County, 
Texas, which was worth $800.  Ben was an insurance agent.  Lillie had no occupation listed.  
Their daughter, Maxine, was 3.  Lillie’s mother, Mary Newton, was a practical nurse; she lived 
with Ben and Lillie. 
 

 
Obituary of Lillie Mae Mewis 

Austin American, April 3, 1941 
 



 D.6 - 6 

 

 
Obituary of Ben Mewis 

Austin American-Statesman, July 26, 2979 
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Obituary of Marguerite Mewis 

Austin American-Statesman, February 2, 1993 
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Sewer service permit for this address (1936) showing B.F. Mewis as the owner. 

 
The house was remodeled for duplex use in 1985. 

 


