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Austin’s Public Urban Forest 

• # of trees on public 
property: 7.3 million       
(300,000 in active-use areas 
– parks, streets, facilities) 

• Structural value of public 
trees: $4 billion 

• Austin Cost-Benefit Ratio for 
Trees: 1: 9.87 

• Net annual urban forest 
benefits: $10.7M  



• Per City Code § 6-3, the urban forester shall: 
o Manage the city’s public urban forest 

o Administer the Comprehensive Urban Forest Plan 

o Supervise and coordinate with responsible city departments to 

manage the public urban forest 

o Grant or deny administrative approval for public urban forest 

management and impacts; supervise subsequent work  

o Develop a Standard of Care for Trees or Plants on Public Property 
 

City of Austin Urban Forester Duties 



Drought 

Austin Urban Forest Plan Drivers 

Growth 

City Code 



Imagine 
Austin 

Green 
Infrastructure 

Priority Program 
#4 

Comprehensive Urban 
Forest Plan 

Invasive Species 
Management Plan 
Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan 
Many others 

20 
Imagine 
Austin 
Priority 
Actions are 
urban 
forestry 
related.  



WE CANNOT                                 WITHOUT TREES 



Why Plan?  



What Do We Have?  

State of the  
Urban Forest 
 
1. Vegetative Resource 
2. Community Framework 
3. Resource Management                 

Framework 
 

 
 
 
 

2nd Street, Downtown Austin 



Urban Forest Opinion Poll – 900+ responses 



City Departments Involved with Trees 

p55 



What do we want? 

VISION 
Austin’s urban forest is a healthy and sustainable 
mix of trees, vegetation, and other components 
that comprise a contiguous and thriving 
ecosystem valued, protected, and cared for by 
the City and all of its citizens as an essential 
environmental, economic, and community asset. 

 



How do we get there? 

POLICY ELEMENTS 
 
 

 
 

PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION 

SUSTAINABLE URBAN FOREST 

PLANTING, CARE, AND MAINTENANCE 

URBAN FOREST MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

PLANNING AND DESIGN 

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
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Examples of Policy Elements 
• PR-2 Protection of Trees During Development: Evaluate and 

enhance current policies for public urban forest protection 
during and after development to promote the long-term 
health and survival of trees and vegetation retained during 
development. 
 

• PCM-5 Tree Canopy Cover: Identify canopy goals 
according to site, land use designation, and ecosystem 
capacity, and develop a plan to achieve them. Include 
canopy cover goals in Departmental Operational Plans.  
 

• S-2 Urban Wood Utilization:  Recycle green waste generated 
by urban forest maintenance and encourage the highest 
and best sustainable uses of removed trees and woody 
material, including reuse on site. Strive for 100% green waste 
recycling or reuse. 



Internal and External Involvement 

• 31 Public Meetings 
• 2160 Public Comments 
• Many Letters of Support to 

City Council  
 

 
 
 

• 23 Interdepartmental 
Meetings 

• Staff from 10 dept’s with 
major forestry functions 

• Green Infrastructure Priority 
Program 

 
 
 
 

Staff Working Group – July 2013 

Public Workshop – August 2013 



Public Engagement 



Implementation 

20 Year Overall Timeframe 
5 year review cycle 

Annual Items 

State of the Urban 
Forest Reporting 
Departmental 
Operational Plans 

ACTION! 
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Implementation Actions 

• Data collection, reporting metrics 
• Departmental Operational Plans 
• Standard of Care for Trees and Plants 
• Interdepartmental Coordination 
• Benchmarking and Alignment 
• Further Strategy                     

Development 

p67 



How Are We Doing? 

Vegetative 
Resource 

Resource 
Management 

Community 
Framework 

Performance 
Reporting 

pA-1 



Planning Framework 

VISION 

STATUS 

POLICY 

REPORT 



Boards & Council Review 

July 2013 
Parks and Recreation 

Board Briefing 

August 2013 
Joint Committee Parks 
/Environmental Board 

Briefing 

October 2013 
 Parks and Recreation 

Board Approval 

October 2013 
3 Environmental Board 
Meetings and Working 

Groups (Briefing, 
(Recommendations) 

November 2013  
Urban Forestry Board 
Final Draft Approval 

January 2014 
Environmental Board 

Approval 

January 2014  
Briefing to City 

Manager 

February 27, 2014 
City Council Briefing  

March 6, 2014 
Proposed City Council 

Adoption 



www.austinurbanforestry.org 
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