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EXISTING STONE URNS FROM FRONT DOOR

SOUTHEAST CORNER OF STONE WALL (EXISTING)
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Stuart Brummett

Subject: FW: 610 W. Lynn email

From: Elizabeth Brummett [mailt
Sent: Friday, February 07, 201
To: Stuart Brummett

Cc: Emily Little

Subject: RE: 610 W. Lynn email

peth SnsmmettdBthe o

wuasz..

Stuart,

It was good to meet with you on Wednesday regarding the Sheeks-Robertson House at 610 W. Lynn in Austin. While the
house Is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, this designation is primarily honorary and does not require
review by our office. We are nevertheiess happy to ¢ on the proposed project.

One aspect of the project is establishment of a south entrance at the front of the property, which will require removal of
a portion of a historic-age stone wall. The National Register for this property is relatively early, from 1976,
and does not extensively describe the site. No mention is made of the perimeter limestone wall, its date of construction,
or its significance, but the wall appears in a ca. 1930 site plan you have.

This property is also located within the West Line Historic District. Per that nomination, “Earty settlement in the

area cansisted of i fater subdivided in to the city’s burgeoning population " This pattern of
development often disrupted the relationship of the oider houses to W. Sixth Street, as was the case with the Sheeks-
Robertson House, currently accessed from W, Lynn at the rear of the home. While it 1s not possible to directly
reestablish 3 relationship to Sixth Street, construction of 3 second side entrance from W. Lynn at the front of the house
woutd have the positive effect of ¢ ph g this primary elevation.

Other proposed work entails construction of an addition and a garage at the rear of the property. This work as
presented appears to meet the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. While the proposed addition is of
the same height and the rear wall aligns with the historic house, the location at the back corner of the house and

by a hyphen deemphasize the new construction. The modern design shares a similar massing and roof form

to the house and is differentiated yet compatible with the historic home.

Regarding paint color selection, we suggest performing a paint analysis to determine an earlier paint palette. From a
historic photo, it appears that the trim and woodwork were painted white by the early 20th century, but this was likely
predated by a bolder Victorian-era color scheme. We strongly discourage painting the brick, as this would dramatically
atter the historic character of the house and is not easily reversible.

Please let me know if we can provide additional feedback on this project.

A. Elizabeth Brummett

State C: i for Project R
Drvision of Aschutecture

Texas Histoncal Commission
P.O. Box 12278

Austin, Texas 78711
512-483-86167

www the state tx us
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Life of

James Harvey Robertson

By
his daughter
Margaret Robertson
Page -8-

Judie Sheek's place on West 6th mnﬁnmn was put up for sale
ahout the lxme and i, Roberison bought the place, A large Lwo
story framc house on & acres of land on the top of 2 hill overlook-
ing the Colorado River, e:ww» vere very few people living in the
neizhborizod, and the family lived like country folks with chickens
and e cow and used the mule drawn street car which went as the foot
of the nili to town. The oldést girl, Margaret, was born sonme
months after they noved and was welcomed by her father as he had
tcld Susie he would give a million dollars for 2 girl, She says of

14f2 thepre, "It was the happlest years of my life, It was

ideal for chilidren, Ve

¥

ived in the out-of-docrs--riding horseback and
pla;ing out every eveninrg, We had a tennis court at the foot of the
2ill and summer evening when we were gathered in the lidrary after

, Sh2 pusie of the mwk»ams seranaders would treai out softly--

La Ccizndrina” and "Le Paloma”--a violin, a bass violin and a guitar
and I thousht it was the sweelest music in the vorld, The musicians
In 1834 his mother moved to Texas and lived in Taylor and

sradually all of wuw children came and lived in Texas. James
fickertson was the supporter and advisor of all of his family and
hclped tham all finansially and with his advice and kind thoughts,
Cre of ay earliest recollections, at this time was when Y
had an ear ache, 1t must have doom very painful as I rementer the

way =y father held m2 in Cront of the fire and tried to soothe me.

Another vivid =e=ave 12 one fire whan mv Pathan uont Aawn ho

Page -9-
it and my surprise when she threw him his hat and the way they
laughed., One of the few times I rcally thought of m, parents as
young, My father was wonderful to me as he always brougnt me
back a doll waen he came from his law trips. And as my mother was
so pretty I adored her and was always asking her o lct me dbrush -
her hair, which was very thick mum a dark reddish browm,

In 1897, when he was in his forties he decid=d “o fix up the
frame house they had lived in for ten years and have 1t veneered
with red bricks and numerous changes made on the ocutside as well
as the interior, A luclky chance ir Chicago, there was a sale of an
interior of a house mostly hard wood pannelling and Juidge ARohertson
bought this and had it fitted into the interior ol his house. The
summer when th:y were worling on the house wuas spsnt in Fort Davis
az his oldest son, VYarren, had & spot on his lung and haé gone there
to recuperate. On the family's return they went to the old {illet
=ansion Hotel and from there moved into the house which Judge
Robertaon had planned and worked for to give his wife end children
a beautiful and comfortable house. It stood on top of the hill with
with 6 acres of sloping ground in front of i, The taree boys and
two sirls grow up in finc surroundings going to schocl and having
a happy time 2n what was then country.

Judge Robertson gathered a fine library, Dickens, Bulwer Lytton
and Thackery and the children rcad a great deal. Cre winter oy father
read “Pickwick Papers” in the evenings in front of the five and 1t

was a fov to all of us.
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James D. Shecks, same address (both arc listed as attorneys with Sheeks & Snead) This drewing wes prepared under

Got Its N S
t is oot to
AH m : @ 1885-86 David Sheeks (Shecks & Sheeks) David bds. w/ Mrs. Fannie Boardman «pproval, premisting, or
James D. Shecks, h. John H. Robinson Sr. SouRration pipossa
Robertson, James H , district attomey, r. 2004 San Antonio
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