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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 24, 2014 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0116 
3704 HARMON AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1941 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, roughly rectangular-plan, cross-gabled frame house with front doors at right 
angles on a partial-width, flat-roofed, partially-inset porch on ornamental metal posts; 
single 1:1 fenestration; synthetic siding.  
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1941 for Tobias and Mabel Fritz, who had lived at 603 E. 3rd Street 
in Austin.  Tobi Fritz had been born in Sweden and was a truck driver for Nelson Davis & 
Son, a wholesale grocery business, at the time he and Mabel bought this house.  He later 
went to work as a driver and glazier for Binswanger, a local glass company.  After Tobi’s 
death in 1963, Mabel continued to live in this house until her death in 1980.  Mabel worked 
as a seamstress and doing alterations for Scarbrough’s for many years.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage the applicant to rehabilitate and preserve the house if possible; this side of 
Harmon Avenue is completely intact with 1930s and 1940s houses, while the other side of 
the street has a couple of 1960s apartment complexes, a new apartment or condo complex, 
and backs up to the I-35 frontage road just north of the old Concordia campus.  Maintaining 
the rhythm of the west side of Harmon Avenue is important to preserve the historic 
character of the street, and the house at the corner of Harmon and 38th Street has an 
addition which extended the roofline in the back and increased the size of the attic.   
However, if rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of this house is not an option, staff 
recommends relocation over demolition, and release of the permit upon completion of a City 
of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center.  
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LOCATION MAP 
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3704 Harmon Avenue 
ca. 1941 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3704 Harmon Avenue 

 
From City Directories, Austin History Center 
Prepared by the City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2014 
 
1992  Alan and Nellie G. Johnson, renters 
  Senior administrative associate, University of Texas 
 
1985-85 Alan C. and Nellin Johnson, renters 
  Employed by the Post Office 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Alan C. and Nellin Johnson were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Mabel F. Fritz, owner 
  Widow, Tobi V, Fritz 
  Retired 
 
1973  Mabel F. Fritz, owner 
  Widow, Tobi V. Fritz 
  Seamstress, Scarbrough’s, department store, 6th Street and Congress Avenue. 
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1968  Mabel F. Fritz, owner 
  Widow, Tobi V. Fritz 
  Seamstress, Scarbrough’s, department store, 6th Street and Congress Avenue. 
 
1962  Tobi V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Tobi V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 

Tobi: Driver, Binswanger & Company, auto and plate glass, mirrors, 116 
Barton Springs Road. 

Mabel: Seamstress, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6th 
Street and Congress Avenue. 

 
1955  Tobias V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 

Tobias: Glazier, Binswanger & Company, auto and plate glass, mirrors, 
116 Barton Springs Road. 

Mabel: Seamstress, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6th 
Street and Congress Avenue. 

 
1952  Tobias V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 

Tobias: Driver, Binswanger & Company, auto and plate glass, glass 
blocks, 201 E. 5th Street. 

Mabel: Alterations, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6th Street 
and Congress Avenue. 

 
1949  Tobias V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 
  Tobias: Glazier, Binswanger & Company, glass, 201 E. 5th Street. 

Mabel: Alterations, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6th Street 
and Congress Avenue. 

 
1947  Tobias V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 

Tobias: Driver, Binswanger & Company, glass (Ed Maxey, manager), 201 
E. 5th Street. 

Mabel: Alterations, E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6th Street 
and Congress Avenue. 

 
1944-45 Tobias V. and Mabel Fritz, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  The house is listed as under construction. 

NOTE:  Tobias and Mabel Fritz are listed at 603 E. 3rd Street; he was a driver for 
Nelson Davis & Son, wholesale groceries, 117 W. 4th Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Tobias and Mabel Fritz (ca. 1941 – ca. 1980) 
Tobias and Mabel Fritz appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of a house at 603 E. 3rd 
Street in Austin.  Tobias Fritz was then 40, had been born in Sweden, and was a truck driver for 
a wholesale grocery company.  Mabel Fritz was then 34, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
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Obituary of Tobias V. Fritz 

Austin Statesman, December 24, 1963 
 

 
Funeral notice for Tobias V. Fritz 

Austin American, December 25, 1963 
 

 
Obituary of Mabel Fritz 

Austin American-Statesman, February 1, 1980 
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Building permit to Tobias Fritz for the construction of the house (1941) 

 
Sewer connection application by Tobias Fritz for this house (1941) 
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Building permit to Tobias Fritz for the construction of a frame addition (1964) 

 
 


