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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
MARCH 24, 2014
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2014-0124
400 W. MILTON STREET

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1935 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled stuccoed frame house with a shed-roofed addition
to the left of the principal block; central, partial-width, front-gabled independent porch with
a stuccoed tympanum on round wood posts; single and double fenestration, all covered by
metal hurricane louvers.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built in 1935 by Gus Becker, who also built several other
houses on W. Milton Street in the 1920s and 1930s, all as rental properties. Archie and
Geneva Holmes are the first known tenants of this house; he had no occupation listed in the
1937 city directory, and they lived here only until 1938, when the house was rented by
James C. and Bettie V. Fincher, who eventually purchased the house. James C. Fincher
was a sanitation worker; after his death in 1952, Bettie, who had worked in a laundry and a
grocery store, lived here until around 1960. The house was then purchased by Louis and
Leonor Cazares. Louis Cazares was a shipping clerk for Nelson Davis, a wholesale grocery
business, and later a laborer for Woodward Industries, a furniture manufacturer in South
Austin. There is an indication that Louis and Leonor Cazares divorced in 1971; when Louis
died in 1978, he was living on Elizabeth Street rather than at this house, but Leonor is still
listed as his wife in his obituary. Leonor Cazares was still living here in the 1990s.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is not listed in any City survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the permit after completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting
of photographs of all elevations (preferably after removal of the hurricane louvers), a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History
Center. The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant
individual designation as a historic landmark.
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400 West Milton Street
ca 1935
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
400 West Milton Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

March, 2014

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1962

Leonora E. Cazares, owner
Retired

Leonora E. Cazares, owner
Housekeeper, Colonial Inn, motel, 3909 S. Interregional Highway.

Leonora E. Cazares, owner
No occupation listed

Leonora E. Cazares, owner
No occupation listed

Nora C. Cazares, owner
No occupation listed
Also listed are Irene M. Cazares, a student; and Louis J. Cazares, lll, a student.

Louis and Nora C. Cazares, Jr., owners
Laborer, Woodward Furniture, 118 E. Alpine Road

Louis and Nora C. Cazares, Jr., owners
Shipping clerk, Nelson Davis, wholesale groceries, 107 W> 4™ Street.
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1959 Betty V. Fincher, owner
Widow, Carl Fincher
Employed by Hyden Grocery, 208 E. Oltorf Street.
NOTE: Louis and Nora Cazares, Jr. are listed at 2208 Perry Avenue; he was a
stocker at Nelson Davis & Son, wholesale groceries, 107 W. 4" Street.

1955 Betty V. Fincher, owner

Employed by Hyden Grocery, 208 E. Oltorf Street.
1952 James C. and Bettie Fincher, owners

James: Laborer, City Sanitation Department

Bettie: Employed by Walker's Aus-Tex Chili, 310 San Antonio Street.
1949 James C. and Bettie Fincher, owners

James: Laborer

Bettie: Clerk, Saunders Drug Company, 1600 S. Congress Avenue.
1947 James C. and Bettie Fincher, renters

James: Assistant driver, City Refuse Collection

Bettie: Clerk, Saunders Drug Company, 1600 S. Congress Avenue.
1944-45 James C. and Bettie Fincher, renters

James: No occupation listed

Bettie: Clerk, Saunders Drug Company, 1600 S. Congress Avenue.
1941 James C. and Bettie Fincher, renters

James: Helper, City Trash and Garbage Department

Bettie: Presser, Driskill Hotel Laundry, 121 E. 7" Street.
1939 James C. and Bettie Fincher, renters

James: No occupation listed

Bettie: Machine operator, Driskill Hotel Laundry, 121 E. 7" Street.
1937 Archie S. and Geneva Holmes, renters

No occupation listed

1935 There is a 400 W. Milton Street listed in the directory; it was the home of a widow
named Henrietta Roberts, but given the other evidence from Sanborn maps and
utility connection permits, it is likely that Mrs. Roberts lived at what is now 312 W.
Milton Street rather than at this house, which was not constructed until late 1935.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

James C. and Bettie Fincher (ca. 1936 — ca. 1961)

Jim and Betty Fincher appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which was
worth $1,000. Jim Fincher was then 37, had been born in Texas, and was a laborer for the City
Sanitation Department. Betty Fincher was also 37, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had 3 children: Ruth, 16; Carl, 11; and Jodell, 9. The family had lived in
rural Scurry County, Texas, in 1935.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jim Carl Fincher as the 17-year old son of Edgar and Laura Jane
Fincher, farmers in rural Collin County, Texas. Jim Carl Fincher was listed as a farm laborer,
and was the oldest of the 4 children in the family. By 1930, James C. and Bettie V. Fincher
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were living in Wood County, Texas. They had 2 children listed: Mary R., 5; and Carl Alton, 2.
James C. Fincher was a farm laborer.

Bettie Fincher is believed to have died in Texarkana in 1991. There was no obituary in the

Austin newspapers.

Ob‘ituary of Jim C. Fincher
Austin American, July 18, 1952
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Louis and Leonor Casarez (ca. 1960 — ca. 1995)

__CASAREZ, Louis-A;-51,-610-W. - -

Ehzabeth died Sunday. Rosary 7:30
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Obituary of Louis Casarez

Austin American-Statesman, January 9, 1978

Leonora Casarez is believed to have died in Houston in 2002.
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the site of the current house as vacant.
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The house is shown as a stucco dwelling on the 1962 Sanborn map.
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