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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 28, 2014 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0271 
2705 CHERRY LANE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1943 house now converted to duplex use. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof frame house with single and paired 1:1 wood-
framed windows on the ground floor and single, paired, and triple 8:8 wood-framed 
windows on the second floor. 
RESEARCH 

There are no building or utility permits for this address.  The address first appears in city 
directories in the edition of 1944-45 with two families renting the house.  By 1946, the 
house was owned by Mabel Gilbert, the widow of prominent x-ray physician, G. Horace 
Gilbert.  Mabel Gilbert lived here until around 1957.  Around that same time, the house 
was converted to duplex use.  Minnie K. Dean, a farm widow from Missouri, rented a unit 
in the duplex from around 1958 until her death in 1978.  The other unit had a series of 
renters, including widows and students.  It remains a duplex today. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has neither the architectural nor the 
historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2705 Cherry Lane 
ca. 1943 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2705 Cherry Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April 2014 
 
1992  A: Vickie Newton, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Wilbert Alix, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 A: Kathy Carson, renter 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Kathy Carson was a new resident at 
this address. 

B: Mary E. Walker, renter 
 No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Mary E. Walker was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1981  A: Vacant 
  B: Vacant 
 
1977  A: Susan Pollak, renter 
   Student 

B: Minnie K. Dean, renter 
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 Widow, A.A. Dean 
 Retired 

 
1973  A: John C. Shaw, renter 
   Operator, City Water Treatment Plant 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that John C. Shaw was a new resident at 
this address. 

  B: Minnie K. Dean, renter 
   Widow, A.A. Dean 
   No occupation listed 
 
1968  A: Steve Samford, renter 
   Student 
  B: Minnie K. Dean, renter 
   Widow, A.A. Dean 
   No occupation listed 
 
1962  A: Ruth S. Harris, renter 
   Widow, J.T. Harris 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Minnie K. Dean, renter 
   Widow, A.A. Dean 
   No occupation listed 
 
1959  A.A. and Minnie K. Dean, renters 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The 1958 directory shows Minnie K. Dean as the widow of Abner A. 
Dean; she lived at 5105 Crestway Drive and had no occupation listed. 

 
1955  Mabel P. Gilbert, owner 
  Widow, G.H. Gilbert 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  A.A. and Minnie Dean are not listed in the directory. 
 
1952  Mabel P. Gilbert, owner 
  Widow, G.H. Gilbert 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949 Mabel P. Gilbert, owner 
 Widow, Horace Gilbert 

No occupation listed 
 
1947 Mabel P. Gilbert, owner 
 No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 William M. and Cheshire C. Lively, renters 
 No occupation listed 
 
 Fred S. and Hazel Simpson, renters 
 U.S. Navy 
 
1942 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1941 The address is not listed in the directory. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Mabel P. Gilbert (ca. 1946 – ca. 1957) 
Mabel P. and Horace G. Gilbert appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 
3610 Windsor Road in Austin.  Mabel Gilbert was then 58, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  Her husband, Horace G. Gilbert, was then 60, had been born in Texas, and 
was a medical doctor in private practice.  With them lived their daughter, Bessie Kemp, a 35-
year old divorcee with no occupation listed, and Bessie’s two children, Joanne Kemp, 13, and 
Joe Kemp, 9.  In addition, the household had a servant, Jimmie Phillips, 43, an African-
American who had been born in Texas.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows G. Horace and Mabel 
Gilbert renting a house at 6 Palma Plaza.  G. Horace Gilbert is listed as an x-ray specialist.  
Mabel Gilbert had no occupation listed.  Their daughter was not listed with them. 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of Horace Gilbert, husband of Mabel Gilbert 

Austin American-Statesman, February 18, 1945 
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Funeral notice for Horace Gilbert 

Austin American, February 19, 1945 
 

 
 
Minnie K. Dean (ca. 1958 – ca. 1978) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows A.A. and Minnie Dean as the owners of a farm in Jackson 
Township, Johnson County, Missouri.  A.A. Dean was a 54-year old Missouri-born farmer; 
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Minnie was 40, had been born in Missouri, and had no occupation listed.  They had a daughter, 
Janis, 16, who had been born in Missouri and had no occupation listed. 
 

 
Obituary of Minnie K. Dean 

Austin American-Statesman, September 18, 1978 
 

 


