D.11-1
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
APRIL 28, 2014
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2014-0248
1120 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE

PROPOSAL
Demolish a ca. 1948 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled, concrete block house with a partial-width, shed-
roofed, independent porch on ornamental metal posts; metal-framed multi-light casement
windows; vertical board veneer at the tympanum of the front gable.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1948 for Isaac N. and Margaret Mayfield. Isaac Mayfield was an
engineer for the Portland Cement Association; he was the son of an attorney in Giddings,
Texas, and had spent time in the CCC Camp in Yoakum in the early 1940s. He and
Margaret lived here until around 1953. At the time of Margaret’s death in 2006, she was
living in Plano. Both Isaac and Margaret are buried in Giddings. The house was then
rented for many years by Ernest and Ruby R. Christian. Ernest Christian was a cattle
rancher from DeWitt County; Ruby Christian had been a school teacher in DeWitt County
before moving to Austin. While renting this house, Ernest Christian listed himself either
as a rancher or as a livestock dealer in the city directories. They lived here until Ernest’s
death in 1986. The house has continued to be a rental unit since that time.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house does not appear in any City survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. The house has neither the architectural
nor the historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark.
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Location Map

N 777 suBJECT TRACT NOTIFICATIONS
[~ 3PENDING CASE CASE#:  HDP-2014-0248
- LOCATION: 1120 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE

L JzoNING BOUNDARY

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 200 ! This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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1120 Fairmount Avenue
ca. 1948

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1120 Fairmount Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

April, 2014

1992 Robin Melanson, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that Robin Melanson was a new resident at this
address.

1985-86 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Retired

1981 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Livestock dealer

1977 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Livestock dealer

1973 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Livestock dealer

1968 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters

Livestock dealer
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1962 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Rancher

1959 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Rancher

1955 Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian, renters
Cattleman

Also listed is Ernest S. Christian, Jr., a student.

1952 Isaac N. and Margaret Mayfield, owners
Engineer, Portland Cement Association, 114 E. 8" Street.
NOTE: Ernest S. and Ruby Christian are listed at 1707 Newning Avenue; he
was a cattleman.

1949 Isaac N. and Margaret Mayfield, owners
Engineer, Portland Cement Association, 1301 Capital National Bank Building,
114 W. 7" Street.

1947 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Isaac and Margaret Mayfield do not appear in the directory. There is an
Isaac Mayfield, but he was married to a woman named Ella and is not the same
person. He worked for the HEB Grocery Store and lived at 2310 East Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Isaac N. and Margaret Mayfield (ca. 1948 — ca. 1953)

Isaac N. Mayfield appears in the 1940 U.S. Census of the CCC Camp in Yoakum, Texas. He
was 27, had been born in Texas, and was an engineer. He had lived in Austin in 1935. The
1930 U.S. Census shows him as the 16-year old son of Richard and Barbara Mayfield of
Giddings, Texas. His father, Richard Mayfield, was a lawyer in Giddings. Neither Isaac nor his
mother had an occupation listed. Isaac was the only child listed in the census report.

Isaac Mayfield died May 11, 2005 and was buried in Giddings, Texas. There was no obituary
in the Austin newspaper.

MAYFIELD, Margaret Louise, 92, retired licensed vocational nurse, of Plano died Sunday.
Services 1:30 p.m. today, Giddings Memorial Park, Giddings. Arrangements by Phillips &
Luckey, Giddings.
Death notice for Margaret Mayfield
Austin American-Statesman, October 5, 2006

Ernest S. and Ruby R. Christian (ca. 1953 — ca. 1986)

Ernest S. and Ruby Ruth Christian appear in the 1940 U.S. Census for rural Yorktown, DeWitt
County, Texas. They lived in a rented house on the Davey-Nopal Road. Ernest S. Christian
was then 27, had been born in Texas, and was a salesman for a Watkins dealer. Ruby Ruth
Christian was then 30, had been born in Texas, and was a public school teacher. They had
lived in Gonzales, Texas in 1935. They had 2 children: Silabee Ann, 4; and Ernest, Jr., 3, as
well as a housekeeper, Hedwig Biemer, 17, who had been born in Texas and had lived in rural
DeWitt County in 1935.



CHRISTIAN, Ernest, 73, of Austin died
Tuesday. Services 3 p.m. f{oday at
Seydier-Hill Funeral Home in Gonzales.
Burial Gonzaies Masonic Cemetery.

Obituary of Ernest Christian
Austin American-Statesman, September 18, 1986

.

135~ 14 and 15 - 42 =

{132~
! Travlis Helghts

Mssonry residence and garage.

D.11-5

‘I. Ne Mayfield ' © 1120 Fairmount Avenue

304980 11=5-48 $9000.C0

Qwner

6

Building permit to Isaac N. Mayfield for the construction of this house (1948)
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