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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 19, 2014 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-0341 
1900 HOLLY STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1951 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a partial-width, shed-roofed 
independent entry hood on ornamental metal posts; single and paired 6:6 modern vinyl 
replacement windows; one-story, rectangular-plan, shed-roofed addition to the rear. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built as a rental unit by Kurt E. Buettner, a local real estate agent, in the 
winter of 1950-51.  The first tenants were Louis and Lucille Rubino, who lived here until 
around 1954; Louis Rubino was in the U.S. Army.  Enrique C. and Julia Lopez purchased 
the house around 1954; Enrique Lopez was a meter repairman for Hamilton Electric Works 
on Red River Street; his daughter, Herminia “Minnie” Lopez lived in the house from the 
early 1970s until her death in 1997.  She was an office secretary, who worked for the State 
Department of Health, the University of Texas, and for over 30 years, as the secretary to 
U.S. Congressman Jake Pickle. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Recommend re-use of the house if feasible; while rather late for the neighborhood, the 
house represents a typical housing type of the Holly Street area of East Austin.  If re-use of 
the house is not possible, then recommend relocation over demolition, but release the 
permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1900 Holly Street 
ca. 1951 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1900 Holly Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2014 
 
1992  Herminia Lopez, owner 
  Office secretary, State of Texas 
 
1985-86 Herminia Lopez I(not listed as owner) 
  Employed by the State of Texas 
 
1981 No return 
 
1977 Herminia Lopez (not listed as owner) 

Office secretary, U.S. Congressman J.J. Pickle 
 
1973 Herminia Lopez (not listed as owner) 
 Office secretary, U.S. Congressman J.J. Pickle 
 
1968 Enrique C. Lopez, owner 
 Meter repairman, Hamilton Electric Works, 1306 Red River Street. 
 Also listed is Herminia Lopez, an office secretary at the University of Texas. 
 
1962  Enrique C. and Julia Lopez, owners 

Meter repairman, Hamilton Electric Works, 1306 Red River Street. 
Also listed is Herminia Lopez, a typist for the State Department of Health. 

 
1959  Enrique C. and Julia Lopez, owners 

Meter repairman, Hamilton Electric Works, 1306 Red River Street. 
NOTE:  Herminia Lopez is not listed in the directory. 

 
1955  Enrique C. and Julia Lopez, owners 

Electric mechanic, Hamilton Electric Works, 1306-08 Red River Street. 
NOTE:  Herminia Lopez is not listed in the directory. 

 
1952  Louis and Lucille Rubino, renters 
  U.S. Army 
  NOTE:  Enrique Lopez is not listed in the directory. 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Louis Rubino is not listed in the directory. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Enrique C. and Julia Lopez; Herminia Lopez (ca. 1954 – ca. 1997) 
 

 
Obituary of Enrique Lopez 

Austin American-Statesman, November 23, 1981 
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Obituary of Herminia Lopez 

Austin American-Statesman, February 11, 1997 
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Building permit for the construction of this house to Kurt E. Buettner, a local real estate agent 

(1950) 
 

 
Water service permit for this house (1950) 
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Sewer connection application for this house (1950) 

 

 
Building permit to Henry Lopez to remodel the house (1966) 

 


