City of Austin
Urban Trails Master Plan

Parks and Recreation Board
May 27, 2014




Existing Urban Trail Related Policies
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Catalyst to the UTMP:

Resolution 20080424-064:

PWD and PARD to develop comprehensive, interconnected trail
plan.

Coordinate with other Departments (AWU, AE, ARR, WPD) to
implement trail plan.

Provide:
* Interdepartmental consultation and coordination,
e Development of map, and

* |dentification of other processes/plans that would aid
implementation.
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"Explore opportunities to encourage a development

pattern that better protects public and private property,
preserves floodplains, creeks and open spaces, and
provides access and connectivity with greenways and trails.”
- Watershed Protection Ordinance



Community Voices:

“Plan trees by
bicycle paths.”

- Austin’s Urban
Forest Plan

\ustin’s

Urban Forest Plan
A Master Plan for Public Property
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Why an Urban Trail Master Plan?
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1. Implement existing
plans/policies,

2. Create Urban Trail
design guidelines, and

3. Plan for and implement
Urban Trail
maintenance.




Public Input:

How comfortable do you feel riding your bicycle
on a path or trail that is separate from the
street?

2% 3/

B Very Comfortable
Somewhat Comfortable

B Somewhat Uncomfortable

B Very Uncomfortable




What is an Urban Trail?
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Urban Trail Design Considerations
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The Typical
Urban Trail

Southern Walnut Creek Trail

 Toew

Maintained Vegetated 2
Shoulder

Standard Vertical 10’
Clearance
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The Dual-Track
Urban Trail

e
Standard Width 5’ for pedestrian side
10’ for bicyclist side
Maintained Vegetated 5’ user separation
Shoulder 2’ shoulder
Standard Vertical 10
Clearance
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e Diffuse run-off as opposed to concentrated run-off.
* Creek crossings as needed.
* |Informal rain gardens and vegetated filter strips.
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Sand Bridging
can lower
Impacts to root
zones and
preserve trees
closer to trails.
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Lighting where appropriate
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Design with nature
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Wildlife Considerations

“For urban wildlife, trails
are about connectivity too
— corridors for movement
through the urban
landscape especially since
our trails mostly follow
waterways which are
natural corridors through
the city.”

— Dr. Kevin Anderson,

City of Austin

Wildlife Biologist



Security & emergency access
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Create a sense of place




AusTIN URBAN TRAILS
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Atigrmanis shown ane conceptual, and are intended to show geographic connectivily. More detaied routing, emvironmenta
evaluations and area connections will ba developed for sach coridor as funding /s dentfed. Pendng a more deladed analysis and
adjacent, adequale bicycle/pedestdan facitities, a8 “no-buid” oplion may be appropriate.

This map depicts a
conceptual plan for
route connectivity.
Routes may be
modified dependent
upon:
1. environmental
feasibility,
2. stakeholder
input, and
3. available
funding.



| Connectivity | Community Support



Next Steps:

Develop Trail Criteria Manual through the rule posting
process.
Work with CodeNEXT to codify development agreements.

Interdepartmental Maintenance Agreement with PARD
and WPO for maintenance.

Urban Trail Implementation Plan Diagram
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