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May 8, 2014 
 
Ms. Gina Copic 
Mr. David Potter 
Neighborhood Housing and Community Development 
City of Austin 
1000 E. 11th St., Suite 200  
Austin, TX 78702 
 
  Re:  Cross Creek Apartments 
   1124 Rutland Drive, Austin, TX 78758 
 
Dear Ms. Copic and Mr. Potter: 
 
Thank you so much for your time last week regarding Cross Creek. We hope our plan for remediation of 
the flood plain and additional protection for the existing 600 residents at Cross Creek met with your 
approval.  It is our hope that we can move forward on this plan and improve the quality and standard of 
living for the people of Cross Creek. This letter outlines the plan in more detail and serves as our pledge 
to make the proposed changes to the site. 
 
As you know, as a result of FEMA map changes in 2008, several of the residential buildings on the site 
are considered to be in the 100-year floodplain.  This is due not to changed elevations on the site, but to 
increased development upstream and downstream that has caused the old flood plain area to expand 
beyond the Quail Creek boundaries, thus incorporating some of our residential buildings.   
 
The attached chart shows the Final Flood Elevations (FFE) for each building and the Base Flood 
Elevations (BFE). As you can see, the buildings in the floodplain range from 3 to 15 inches below the 
floodplain. This is not significant and would not pose life-threatening conditions if a flood were to occur. 
However, with the permission from Parks and Watershed our team is prepared to devise additional 
improvements to the current drainage plan at the site that will allow water coming through the site to 
drain to a detention area adjacent to the site that is controlled by Watershed Protection. This plan was 
born out of the conversation we had with Kevin Shunk, Supervising Engineer at Watershed Protection on 
May 1, 2014. 
 
At that meeting, Mr. Shunk indicated that he would be willing to support the funding request for Cross 
Creek as is but was encouraged that we were willing to go beyond his expectations with our plan.  His 
confidence in our plan is based upon our ability to provide safe access to emergency vehicles (all of the 
entrances to the property are not in the flood plain) and our agreement to insure that the residents would 
also be able to get to the safe access areas.  
 
The plan to improve drainage on the site will be developed by our hydrological engineer. We are 
discussing the project with Brian Martin of Brown and Gay. Brown and Gay is administering a regional 
flood plain mitigation effort for the City of Austin in the adjacent area and is already familiar with the site 
and the area. Our hope is to receive a Letter of Map Revision or LOMR from FEMA as a result of the 
work on the site. A LOMR effectively changes the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the site. These 
letters take many months to receive and we are unable to wait for this adjustment to purchase the site. We 





Building Out Partially	
  Out Partially	
  In In	
   Total
1 8 8
2 16 16
3 8 8
4 5 5 10
5 8 8
6 4 4 8
7 4 4 8
8 8 8
9 8 8
10 8 8
11 8 8
12 7 7 14
13 8 8 16
14 6 6
15 16 16
16 12 12
17 3 3
18 20 0

Total	
  Units 60 43 43 54 200
30% 22% 22% 27%
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MACIAS & ASSOCIATES, L.P.
LAND SURVEYORS 
Firm Registration No. 101141-0

691.8 Unknown

Unknown Unknown

Unknown Unknown

691.50 691.38 0.12 0' - 1 7/16"

Unknown Unknown -

691.90 692.53 -0.63  -0' - 7 9/16"

692.10 693.68 -1.58 -1' - 6 31/32"

692.50 691.67 0.83 0' - 9 31/32"

* 6

Finished Floor Elevations Difference in Inches

3

2

*7

5

CROSS CREEK APARTMENTS

100 Year Flood Plain Elevations & Finished Floor Elevations 

1

BUILDING

Office

Difference in Tenths100 Year Flood Plain Elevations

4

8

Note:  This data is based on City of 
Austin record information.  No field work 
has been conducted to verify its validity.  
This data is not confirmed by Macias & 

693.00 692.21 0.79 0' - 9 15/32"

693.10 692.23 0.87 0' - 10 7/16"

692.80 691.84 0.96 0' - 11 17/32"

693.00 693.34 -0.34 -0' - 4 3/32"

693.80 692.75 1.05 1' - 0 19/32"

693.30 692.79 0.51 0' - 6 1/8"

694.30 693.10 1.20 1' - 2 13/32"

695.00 693.71 1.29 1' - 3 15/32"

695.00 693.68 1.32 1' - 3 27/32"

* Finished Floor Elevation not in Floodplain
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