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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
JULY 14, 2014 

NRD-2014-0055 
1505 Westover Road 

Old West Austin 
 
PROPOSAL 

Convert the existing 1-story house to a 2-story house; construct a rear addition. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes to construct a second story to the existing 1-story house that will be 
flush with the front of the existing house.  The proposed second-story addition will be 
painted brick to match the existing brick house and will have a Colonial Revival design that 
will match the existing style of the house.  The new proposed roof will be shingled.  The 
applicant further proposes the demolition of a rear covered patio and construction of an 
addition at that site.  The proposed rear addition will match the rest of the house in terms 
of materials and design. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District, which 
has no specific design guidelines for additions.  General design principles for historic 
districts encourage additions to the rear of the house with scale, massing, materials, and 
fenestration patterns complementing the house and other contributing houses within the 
district.  General design principles also recommend against converting one-story houses 
into two-story houses. 
RESEARCH 

The existing house was built around 1936 and was a rental house until after World War II.  
The first tenants of the house were George and Grace Perrin, who lived here from around 
1936 to around 1938.  William A. and Dink Swearingen rented the house in the late 1930s – 
he was the president of Swearingen-Armstrong, the local Ford, Mercury, and Lincoln 
Zephyr dealership.  Dr. Virgil S. Rabb, a physician, and his wife, Mary, rented the house in 
the early 1940s; A private secretary in the State Executive Department rented the house in 
the mid-1940s.  Just after World War II, the house was purchased by Thomas Warren 
Philibert, and his wife, Mildred, who lived here for over 50 years.  Thomas Warren Philibert 
was a real estate salesman-turned school teacher.  While living here, he apparently taught 
in the schools of Corpus Christi.  His wife, Mildred, was a librarian in the Austin Public 
Library; she was a daughter of T.H. Williams, who had a ladies’ department store on 
Congress Avenue.  She controlled an ownership share of the store  in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Recommend that the applicant reconsider his plans for the second-story addition.  While 
the proposed new house will be compatible with the architectural character of the district, 
it completely transforms an existing contributing house to the district.  The second-story 
addition should be pushed back from the front of the house so that the existing one-story 
presence of the house on the street can be retained.  It does not appear that the house has 
sufficient architectural nor historical significance to warrant individual designation as a 
historic landmark. 
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1505 Westover Road 
ca. 1936 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1505 Westover Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2014 
 
1992  Thomas W. Philibert, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Nancy Williams, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Nancy Williams was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Mrs. T.W. Philibert, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Mildred W. Philibert, owner 

Widow, Thomas W. Philibert 
Retired 

 
1973  Mildred W. Philibert, owner 

Widow, Thomas W. Philibert 
No occupation listed 

 
1968  Mildred W. Philibert, owner 
  Library assistant, City Public Library 
 
1962  Thomas W. and Mildred W. Philibert, owners 

Thomas: No occupation listed 
Mildred: Proprietor (with Paul B. Williams, Lucille D. Williams, and T.H. 
Williams, Jr.), T.H. Williams & Company, department store, 500 Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1959  Thomas W. and Mildred W. Philibert, owners 

Thomas: Teacher, public schools 
Mildred: Proprietor (no other proprietors listed), T.H. Williams & Company, 
Austin’s Exclusive Ladies’ Department Store, 500 Congress Avenue and 2709-11 
Exposition Boulevard. 

 
1955  Thomas W. and Mildred W. Philibert, owners 
  Thomas: Teacher, Corpus Christi, Texas 
  Mildred: Assistant librarian, Austin Public Library 
 
1952  Thomas W. and Mildred W. Philibert, owners 

Thomas: Salesman, Sanders Company, real estate, 117 W. 5th Street. 
  Mildred: Librarian, Austin Public Library 
 
1949  Thomas W. and Mildred W. Philibert, owners 
  Thomas: No occupation listed 
  Mildred: Clerk, Austin Public Library 
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1947  T. Warren and Mildred Philibert, owners 

T. Warren: Claims examiner, Texas Unemployment Compensation 
Commission. 

  Mildred: Assistant librarian, Austin Public Library 
 
1944-45 Maurice E. and Mabel Turner, renters 
  Private secretary, State Executive Department 
  NOTE:  Thomas W. and Mildred Philibert are not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  Virgil S. and Mary Rabb, renters 
  Physician, 602 W. 12th Street. 
 
1939  William A. and Dink Swearingen, renters 

President, Swearingen-Armstrong, Ford, Mercury, and Lincoln Zephyr 
automobiles, 1st and Colorado Streets. 

 
1937  George S. and Grace Perrin, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1935  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  George S. and Grace Perrin are not listed in the directory. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
William A. and Dink Swearingen (ca. 1937 – ca. 1940) 
William A. and Lilly Swearingen appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 
1606 Watchill Road in Austin.  William A. Swearingen was then 33, had been born in Texas, 
and was an automobile dealer.  Lilly Swearingen was then 32, had been born in Arkansas, and 
had no occupation listed.  They had lived in Lockhart, Texas in 1935.  They had 2 children: Billy, 
9, and Bobby , 5.  The family had a maid, 25-year old Alvina Gebert, who had lived in rural 
Travis County in 1935.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows William and Lilly Swearingen living in 
Lockhart, where he was a bank cashier. 
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Obituary of William A. Swearingen 

Austin American-Statesman, May 31, 1989 
 
 
 
Thomas W. and Mildred Philibert (ca. 1946 – ca. 1989) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Thomas W. and Mildred Philibert living in Dallas, where they 
owned a house.  Thomas W. Philibert was 38, had been born in Texas, and was public school 
teacher.  Mildred Philibert was 35, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had no children living with them. 
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Obituary of T. Warren Philibert 

Austin American, November 16, 1967 
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Obituary of Mildred Philibert 

Austin American-Statesman, May 13, 1999 
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Water service permit to Hawes Campbell for this address (1936) 

 

 
 

Sewer connection application for this address (1936) 
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Building permit to Mildred Philibert to construct a frame addition at the rear of the house (1952) 

 
 

 
Building permit to T. Warren and Mildred Philibert to remodel the attic (1963) 

 
 

 
 
 

 


