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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2014-0004 HLC DATE:  June 23, 2014 
    July 14, 2014 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT: Petra Rogers, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME: Leffingwell House 
 
WATERSHED:  Bouldin Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  910 Christopher Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 
family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 
zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The house is a very good example of the transition from the bungalows of the 1920s, 
through the minimal cottages of the 1930s to the minimal traditional houses of the late 
1930s and beyond.  The house is significantly associated with the Leffingwell family; B. 
Lloyd Leffingwell was a fire captain who then became a deputy sheriff – his son, S. Lee 
Leffingwell, served on the City’s Environmental Board from 1999 to 2005, served on the 
Austin City Council from 2005 to 2008, and has served as the mayor of Austin since 2008. 
 
The house has architectural significance as an example of a transitional vernacular style, 
as well as representing the lifestyle and means of middle-class Austinites in the 1940s and 
beyond.  That the current mayor of Austin grew up in this house is really only incidental to 
the larger context picture this house represents of middle-class life in Austin during and 
after World War II. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  June 23, 2014: Meeting cancelled due 
to lack of quorum. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Bouldin Creek Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
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Architecture:  
One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width, front-
gabled independent porch on ornamentally-detailed triple posts and brick piers with stone 
tablet inserts; exterior brick chimney with random stone tablets; single and paired 1:1 
fenestration with 6:6 wooden screens. 
Historical Associations: 
The house was built ca. 1942 by D.D. Godwin, who purchased the land in 1936, and who had 
arranged for utility connections for the property in 1935.  B[ryce] Lloyd Leffingwell, and his 
wife, Corine D. Leffingwell, were the first occupants of the house, having moved here from a 
rented house at 1617 S. 1st Street.  At the time that he moved into the house, B. Lloyd 
Leffingwell was a ladder-man for the Austin Fire Department.  He eventually became a captain 
in the Austin Fire Department, and then joined the Travis County Sheriff’s Office as a deputy.  
Corine D. Leffingwell worked as a clerk in the Undergraduate Admissions Office at the 
University of Texas.  In this house, they raised their family, including S. Lee Leffingwell, who 
served on the City Environmental Board, Austin City Council, and as mayor of the City of 
Austin from 2008 to 2014, after having served in the military and as a pilot for a commercial 
airline. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0102020713 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 7-8 BLK 3 BON AIR KNOLLS 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,534 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,550. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $489,191 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER:  
Petra M. Rogers 
910 Christopher Street 
Austin, Texas 78704 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1942 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Additions in the 1950s; addition in the late 1990s at the 
rear of the house. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  B. Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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C14H-2014-0004 
910 Christopher Street 
Project: Leffingwell House 
SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
May 20, 2014 
 
This zoning case is located on the north side of Christopher Street and contains a one story single family house 
situated on a .11 acre parcel. This property is located within the boundaries of the Bouldin Creek Neighborhood Plan 
area. Surrounding land uses includes single family houses in all four directions. The request is for historic 
preservation zoning. 
 
Bouldin Creek Neighborhood Plan (BCNP) 
The following BCNP policies are relevant to this request. 

OBJECTIVE 1.4: Pursue historic designation as a means of preserving the character of existing properties 
(p 19) 

Action Item 15: Assist property owners/neighborhood areas in pursuing historic zoning. (p 20) 
 
Conclusion: The BCNP appears to support of designating properties as historic in the planning area. 
 
Imagine Austin (IACP) 
Austin’s historic assets include neighborhoods, buildings, and sites reflecting Austin’s cultural, ethnic, social, 
economic, political, and architectural history, many of which lack formal historic designation. Designated historic 
resources include National Register properties and districts, Texas Historic Landmarks, Austin’s Historic Landmark 
designation, and Local Historic Districts. In addition, Austin has many cultural resources lacking formal historic 
designation—public art, cultural centers, museums, institutions, buildings, landscapes, and iconic businesses and 
buildings. Austin is also home to a number of museums and research libraries (p 116). The following IACP policies 
support historic preservation: 
• LUT P38. Preserve and interpret historic resources (those objects, buildings, structures, sites, places, or districts 

with historic, cultural, or aesthetic significance) in Austin for residents and visitors. 

• LUT P41. Protect historic buildings, structures, sites, places, and districts in neighborhoods throughout the 
City. 

 
Based the BCNP policies above, which supports protecting historic character in the planning area, and the Imagine 
Austin policies above that supports protecting and preserving historic neighborhoods, staff believes that this 
proposed historic zoning request is supported by the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
Kathleen Fox, Senior Planner 
City of Austin 
Planning and Development Review Department 
Comprehensive Planning Division 
City of Austin 
505 Barton Springs Road, 5th Floor 
Austin, Texas 78704 
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LOCATION MAP 
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910 Christopher Street 
ca. 1942 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
910 Christopher Street 

 
From City Directories, Austin History Center 
Prepared by the City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2014 
 
1992  Jan F. Haylett, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-85 Steve M. Schilder, renter 
  Engineer, Larry Swayze Structural Engineers, 1800 W. 6th Street. 
 
1981  Steve M. Schilder, renter 
  Engineer, Larry Swayze Structural Engineers, 1800 W. 6th Street. 
 
1977  David Bergquist, renter 
  Carpenter 
 
1973  David and Linda Bergquist, renters 
  Carpenter 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that David and Linda Bergquist were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1968  B. Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 
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B. Lloyd: Deputy Travis County Sheriff 
Corine D.: Clerk, University of Texas 
Also listed is Mary Leffingwell, a student. 

 
1962  B. Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 

B. Lloyd: Deputy Travis County Sheriff 
Corine D.: Clerk, University of Texas 
Also listed is Robert F. Leffingwell, an attendant at Linnstaedter Texaco Station, 
1000 N. Lamar Boulevard. 

 
1959  B. Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 
  Deputy Travis County Sheriff 
  Also listed is Shelly L. Leffingwell, a student. 
 
1955  B. Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 
  Deputy Travis County Sheriff 
 
1952  B. Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 
  Captain, Austin Fire Department 
 
1949  Bryce L. and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 
  Captain, Austin Fire Department 
 
1947  Bryce L. and Corine D. Leffingwell, owners 
  Captain, Austin Fire Department 
 
1944-45 Bryce L. and Corine D. Leffingwell (not listed as owners) 
  Ladderman, Austin Fire Department 
 
1942  Lloyd and Corine Leffingwell (not listed as owners) 
  City fireman 
 
1941  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Lloyd and Corine Leffingwell are listed at 1617 S. 1st Street; he was a city 
fireman. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Bryce Lloyd and Corine D. Leffingwell (ca. 1942 – ca. 1970) 
Lloyd Leffingwell appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 14-year old son of Thomas and 
Florence Leffingwell of San Marcos, Texas.  Thomas Leffingwell was a 53-year old Ohio-born 
house builder who owned his own house.  Lloyd Leffingwell had been born in Texas, and had 
no occupation listed.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lloyd (spelled Lord) and Corine Leffingwell 
as the renters of the house at 1617 S. 1st Street in Austin.  Lloyd Leffingwell was a 24-year old 
Texas-born fireman.  Corine D. Leffingwell was also 24, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed. 
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Obituary of Lloyd Leffingwell 

Austin American-Statesman, February 19, 1986 
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Obituary of Corine D. Leffingwell 

Austin American-Statesman, February 22, 2002 
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Sewer connection application by D.D. Godwin for this address (1935) 

 



A.1 - 10 

 
 



A.1 - 11 

 
 



A.1 - 12 

 
 



A.1 - 13 

 
 



A.1 - 14 

 
 



A.1 - 15 

 
 



A.1 - 16 

 
 



A.1 - 17 

 
 



A.1 - 18 

 
 



A.1 - 19 

 
 



A.1 - 20 

 
 



A.1 - 21 

 
 



A.1 - 22 

 
 



A.1 - 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


