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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2014-0010 HLC DATE: July 28, 2014
PC DATE:

APPLICANTS: Monica Woods, Ri’chard Thomas, Thomas family members, and the City of
Austin.

HISTORIC NAME: Majors-Butler-Thomas House

WATERSHED: Boggy Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1119 E. 11t Street

ZONING FROM: CS-1-NCCD-NP to CS-1-H-NCCD-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from Commercial-Liquor Sales, Neighborhood Conservation, Neighborhood Plan combining
district to Commercial-Liquor Sales, Historic Landmark, Neighborhood Conservation,
Neighborhood Plan combining district.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

Architecture and associations with the Thomas family, influential in the East Austin
African-American community.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is listed in the Historic Resources Survey of East
Austin (2000) as a high priority for preservation, and a house that is eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A (historical associations with the
city’s African-American community) and Criterion C (architectural significance).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Organization of Central East Austin Neighborhoods

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

The house is an excellent and intact example of late Queen Anne and Classical Revival
detailing, with Doric porch supports and fishscale shingling in the tympanum of the gables.
It is a one-story, wing-and-gable plan frame house with a hipped roof and projecting gables,
and a wraparound porch to the left side of the projecting front gable. The front gable has a
large window with a multi-lite transom, indicative of the Queen Anne style.

Historical Associations:
The house was built around 1905 by Robert H. and Alberta Majors. Robert H. Majors had
grown up just down the street at 1012 E. 11th Street, the son of an expressman, Andrew
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Majors. Robert Majors was a mail clerk for the Austin Post Office. Alberta Majors was a music
teacher who had grown up in Waco, and had taught music there. She also taught music at the
Texas Colored Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institute. Alberta (Butler) Majors lived in Waco,
sometimes with her father, Lewis (or Louis) Butler, who was a hotel cook. Louis Butler seems
to have alternated between living in the Majors’ home in Austin and then in Waco. Robert
Majors was shot to death by Lewis Butler in 1915. The story in the Austin newspaper
referenced Lewis Butler as a kinsman to Robert Majors, but staff has been unable to positively
determine whether the killer was Alberta’s father or another relative with the same name.
After her husband’s murder, Alberta took back her maiden name and moved to Houston, where
she is listed in the 1917 Houston directory. However, she still owned this house, and around
1917, she had married a man named John Ward and moved back into this house. Ward was a
porter in a Congress Avenue barbershop. John Ward is listed with Alberta in the 1918 Austin
city directory, but only Alberta Ward is listed at this address in the 1920 directory. In the first
few years of the 1920s, Alberta reassumed her maiden name and moved back to Houston,
where she is listed in city directories as a teacher. There is some possibility that Theresa
Nelson, who is listed as the renter of this house in the 1922 Austin city directory, was also a
relative of Lewis and Alberta Butler, but staff is unable to positively identify her with extant
census reports and other available documentation.

In the mid-1920s, Samuel D. Butler (another possible relative of Lewis and Alberta Butler) is
listed as the owner and occupant of this house. Samuel D. Butler was a minister in the A.M.E.
Church, who had served in both Waco and Houston before moving to Austin. (Robert and
Alberta Majors had been members of Metropolitan A.M.E. Church in Austin). After Samuel
Butler’s death, his widow, Mahalie Butler, continued to live here until the early 1940s.

Around 1945, the house was purchased by Roger W. and Eva Thomas, who lived here for the
rest of their lives. Roger and Eva Thomas had rented various houses in the neighborhood prior
to buying this one — he was a linoleum installer, a paper hanger, a carpet layer, and one of the
first African-American interior designers in Austin. He began his working life in a furniture
store, installing linoleum floors, shades, and carpet, and eventually he had his own business.
He worked prolifically with the finest Austin hotels, various schools, and many of the city’s
elite in their choices for carpeting. Although documentary sources indicate that he was a
carpet layer, he was much more than that — he was instrumental in the design of many hotel,
school, public, and private spaces in the city due to his craftsmanship, skill, flair, and sense of
design. His wife, Eva, was a former school teacher, had attended Prairie View Normal School,
and inspired several of her children to pursue careers in education. The Thomas family has
owned this house since the mid-1940s, and has used this house as their base for providing an
educational and cultural hub for the African-American community in East Austin. It is one of
the very last houses left on E. 11t Street, and serves as a physical reminder of the former
residential character of the area when it was the center of activity in black East Austin.

PARCEL NO.: 0205070505

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 4 BLK 7 OLT 2-3 DIV B ROBERTSON GEO L SUBD

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $2,217 (owner-occupied); city portion: $621.
$1,118 (income-producing); city portion: $311.

APPRAISED VALUE: $210,919

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Good.
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PRESENT OWNER:
Evelyn Joyce Thomas
1119 E. 11th Street
Austin, Texas 78702

DATE BUILT: ca. 1905

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Robert and Alberta Majors (1905)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: Determined eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places.




LOCATION MAP

A3-4

g

SEL
_ = -—— { _ - ¢ |sr3
= — T - T oe a7 L

———

B - r‘Fapcf
S
=

5-1-NCeD-Na I~

SPC-D-00NA ’ - '
;&“’M, :B—‘-NCC D-N;r‘ -~ ‘
s '4 oy :
' j csecoe

dlH-glo-ng
coopnE gy

N L SUBJECTTRACT
t [T} PENDING cAsE ZONING CASE#: C14H-2014-0010

L= :ZONING BOUNDARY

1"=200"

HISTORIC ZONING

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purpeses. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
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1119 E. 11" Street
ca. 1905

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1119 E. 11" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

July, 2014

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

1968

1962

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired
Also listed is Roger Thomas, Jr., a public school teacher.

Eva Thomas, owner
Retired

A3-5



1959

1955

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924
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Also listed is Roger Thomas, Jr., a waiter at the Sheraton Hotel.

Roger W. and Eva Thomas, owners
Laborer
Also listed is Roger W. Thomas, Jr., a waiter.

Roger W. and Eva Thomas, owners

Waiter, The Tower “The favorite rendezvous of Austin and Texas University,”
good food and continuous popular dance music,” 407 S. Congress Avenue.
NOTE: This listing is most likely in error — it was Roger W. Thomas, Jr. who was
a waiter.

Roger W. and Eva Thomas, owners
Interior decorator

Roger W. and Eva Thomas, owners
Layer, Francis Floor Covering, carpets and linoleum, 503 Barton Springs Road.

Roger W. and Eva Thomas, owners
Paperhanger

John and Marie Bedford, renters
Porter
NOTE: Mabhalie L. Butler is not listed in the directory.

Mahalie L. Butler, renter
No occupation listed

Mahalie L. Butler (not listed as owner)
No occupation listed

Mahalie L. Butler, owner
No occupation listed

Samuel D. Butler, owner
No occupation listed

Samuel D. and Mahaley Smith, owners
Teacher
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Mahaley Butler (colored), owner
No occupation listed
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Mahaley Butler (colored), owner
No occupation listed
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Mahaley Butler (colored), owner
No occupation listed
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

George S. and Armitta Daniels (colored), owners
Bricklayer
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.



1922

1920

1918

1916

1914

1912-13

1910-11

1909-10

1906-07

1905
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Theresa Nelson (colored), renter

No occupation listed

NOTE: Alberta M. Ward is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: The 1923 Houston city directory lists an Alberta Butler, who was a
teacher.

NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Alberta M. Ward (colored), owner
Music teacher, Texas Colored Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institute
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

John .H. and Alberta Ward (colored), owners

Porter, W.F. Wolf, barber, 806 Congress Avenue.

NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

NOTE: The 1917 Houston city directory shows Alberta living in Houston; she
had no occupation listed, but was listed as a boarder in a house on Crockett
Street.

Alberta Majors (colored)

Music teacher, Texas Colored Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institute
NOTE: Robert H. Majors was killed in 1915.

NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Robert H. Majors
Clerk, Post Office
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Robert H. Majors

Mailing clerk, Austin Post Office

NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

NOTE: Louis Butler, Alberta Majors’ father, is listed in the 1911 Waco city
directory as a cook at the Metropole Hotel there.

Robert H. Majors

Mailing clerk, Austin Post Office

Also listed are Andrew Majors, no occupation stated; and Lewis Butler, no
occupation stated.

NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Robert H. and Alberta Majors (colored)

Robert: Mailing clerk, Post Office

Alberta: Music teacher, Samuel Huston College
Also listed is Andrew Majors, no occupation stated.
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Robert H. and Alberta Majors (colored)

Robert: Mailing clerk, Post Office

Alberta: Music teacher

NOTE: Andrew Majors (Robert’s father) is listed at the old Majors family home at
1012 E. 11" Street. He had no occupation listed.

NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

Robert H. Majors (colored)
Mail clerk, Post Office
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NOTE: Andrew Majors is listed at his home, 1012 E. 11" Street. He had no
occupation stated.
NOTE: The address is listed as 1103 E. 11" Street.

1903-04 Robert H. Majors is listed at the home of his father, Andrew Majors, 1012 E. 11"
Street. Robert Majors was a mailing clerk at the Austin Post Office; Andrew
Majors was an expressman.

NOTE: The 1894 city directory for Waco shows Louis Butler and Alberta Butler (later Majors)
living there. Louis Butler was a 2™ cook at a hotel; Alberta Butler was a music teacher. The
1896 Waco city directory shows the father and daughter living in the same house in Waco. She
was a music teacher; he was a cook.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Robert H. and Alberta Majors (ca. 1905 — ca. 1921)

Robert H. and Alberta Majors appear in the 1900 U.S. Census as living in the home of his
parents, Andrew and Jane Majors, at 1012 E. 11™ Street in Austin. Robert Majors was 38, had
been born in Texas, and was a postal clerk. Alberta Majors was 26, had been born in Texas,
and was a music teacher. They had a daughter, Grace Majors, 10, who had been born in
Texas. Robert’s father, Andrew Majors was a 68-year old Hackman who had been born in
Tennessee; his mother, Jane Majors, 72, had been born in North Carolina. Neither Andrew nor
Jane Majors could read or write.

The 1910 U.S. Census shows Robert and Alberta Majors as the owners of this house. Robert
Majors was a mailing clerk at the post office. Alberta Majors was a music teacher at the house.
With them lived Robert’s father, Andrew Majors, now a 77-year old widower with no occupation
listed; and Alberta’s father, Louis Butler, a 59-year old Missouri-born widower who worked as a
hotel cook.

Robert H. Majors was shot and killed by a relative (possibly Alberta’s father, referenced in the
1910 U.S. Census as living with them). The newspaper story references a Lewis Butler as the
killer, but it is not clear if this was Alberta’s father or possibly another relative. Robert Majors
died May 18, 1915. According to his death certificate, he had been born in Waco in 1861, and
was a postal clerk. He is buried in Oakwood Cemetery.
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'NEGRO MAILMAN IS
 DEAD FROM WOUNDS;
ASSAILANT FUGITIVE

Zober: H Majors, the negro who
wz: shor by Lewis Botler, 2 kinsman,
iast ¥Fridayv pight died of hix wounds
resterdaey marning at 3:38 o'clock at
ks home. 1183 Fast Eleventh Streel
, Hxs z=sallan: is sull a: large.
3xrs. who was 38 yvears of age
;was z mail clerk in the Postoffice.
*l For receiving notice of Ris death the

employes who Rasd worked with rim
;...; 12e Postolfice coliected $19 10 be
E::s-eé awsard defraving rthes funeral ex-
peases He is syrvived by his widow
sssg.. a brother, Dr. M. AL Majors. who
Ei—:zs come {sz arzend ke funerzl from
( Chicago. Inlerment will he made in
'the Q;ktg&* Cemetery ffom the Met-
;mg@ﬁaa African Methodist Episco-
| pal Church under the auspices of the
g“"’éi_ is dge and the Ancient Order

lzTizes 3‘-3‘3 Joknson will

?f Soiate.

News story on the death of Robert H. Majors
Austin American, May 20, 1915

Samuel D. and Mahalie L. Butler (ca. 1926 — ca 1942)

Mahalie L. and Samuel D. Butler appear in the 1920 U.S. Census as the owners of a house at
1001 E. 10" Street. Samuel D. Butler was 44, had been born in Texas, and was the minister of
an AME church. Mahalie Butler was 30, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had 3 children: Samuel D., Jr., 11; Ouida E., 6; and Bernice, 5. All the children had been
born in Texas.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows S.D. Butler as the owner of this house, which was worth $2,500.
However, this listing is for Mahaley Butler, who is listed as a 43-year old widow. She had no
occupation listed. With her lived her children, S.D. Butler, Jr., 20; Ouida E., 16; and Bernice, 15.
The family also had a lodger, Tom Smith, 38, who had been born in Texas, and was the
proprietor of a restaurant.

Roger W. and Eva Thomas (ca. 1945 - 1991)

Roger W. and Eva Thomas appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the renters of a house at 1169
Curve Street in Austin. Roger W. Thomas was 28, had been born in Texas, and was a shade
and linoleum man for a furniture store. Eva Thomas was 25, had been born in Texas, and had
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no occupation listed. They had 3 children listed: Fanny R., 5; Roger, Jr., 3; and prce, 7
months. In addition, the family had a lodger, Bessie Watrous, 20, a Texas-born hotel maid.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Roger and Eva Thomas as the renters of the house at 1002
Catalpa Street. Roger Thomas was a 39-year old proprietor of a carpet business; Eva had no
occupation listed. In addition to Fanny, Roger, and Joyce, the family now had 3 younger
children: Lucellastine, 8; Narva, 5; and Thelma Mae, 3.

Roger Wiliiam Thomas, Sr.

Roger William Thomas, Sr., the old-
est of five children born to the late
George and Fannie Barton Thomas
was born December 22, 1200, in
Sayersville, Texas, died Sunday.

He attended private school, St.
Jonh’s Academy, where he learned a
variety of trades, and later attended
Tillotson College, Austin. He was mar-
ried to Eva Morgan. -

Mr. Thomas, a pioneer in his chosen
rofession as an interior decorator,
was one of the first black men to enter
this field of endeavor in Austin and
pursued his vocation for approxi-
mately 60 years. He made many out-
standing = contributiong _ in  the
‘decoration and beautification of many
oustanding Austin landmarks, like the
Capitol, First Baptist Church, Eben-
ezer Baptist Church, among others.
asked, in the 1930's, to install the
carpet in George W. Littiefield grand-
daughter’s New Mexico home.

A very iaienied and skilifui man, he
was instrumental in training his son,
George Richard Thomas, also a carpet
installer, his grandson and many oth-
ers to become carpet installers in

Survivors include: wife, Eva; chil-
dren, Mrs. Lawrence E. (Fanny Ruth)
Houston, Roger Jr. and Georgia Nell
Thomas, Mrs. Augustus (Joyce E.)
Willlams, Mrs. Marshall (Lucellastine)
Woods, Mrs. Therman (Narva Jean)
Kirby, Mre. Mae Brown, George Ri-

- chard and Cheryl Thomas, Mrs. Alfred
(Donna Sue) Clark, Ms. Linda Cheryl
‘Thomas; sisters, Mrs. A.J. (Cora Lee)
Cathey and Ms. Vallie Mae Thomas; -
grandchildren, Tillman ‘Skeeter’
Woods, Marsha Woods, Cory House,
Lauralyn Houston, Monica Woods, Ri-




chard Kirby, Jadaun Roger Clark,
Michael Thomas, Eva Lee Andra -
_grandchildren, Keeta Woods, Emmitt
Woods, Cory Hotse J7., Brandi House; —
-a_host of other relatives and friends.
Services Thursday 4:00 PM, Eben-
ezer Baptist Church under direction of
King Tears Mortuary. -

Obituary of Roger W. Thomas
Austin American-Statesman, April 25, 1985

d a g
Eva Clydelia Morgan Thomas
Eva Ciydelila Morgan Thomas was
born to the late Richard and Fannie
Jackson Morgan, March 15, 1505, in
Washington County, Texas.

After her father’s death, at the age
of two, her mother moved to Tempie,
Texas, and married John Jackson. She
attended the public schools of Temple
and graduated from Dunbar High
Schooi in May 1822. She taught sc* :
for several vears.

She married Roger William Thom-
as, Sr., March 22, 1525. Tacy mioved o
Austin with gveat hopes and anticipa-
tion that the dreams of their future
family wouid receive better educa-
tional opportunities. On moving io

Austin, she became a member of
Ehenezer Raptict Church, At Ehen-

ezer, she was a member of Circle No.
5 of Mission 1. With her departure goes

Eva Morgan Thomas devoted her
entire life to her children. their fam-
ilies and numerous others throughout

the communitvy Darhons one of the
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greatest attributes was the gquality of
sharing her love and wisdom with
those who were not a part of family,
She was a source of inspiration to all
her associates always encouraging
them to develop their highest poten-
tials to excell In their chosen field of
endeavor. She was a “joy” to be
around.

Thus, mother gels “the award” as
the most outstanding, superior, distin-
guishied, dedicated, inspirational
mother and teacher. These awards are
lovingly dedicated by Fanny Ruth
Houston, Roger Thomas, Jr, Joyce
Evelyn Williams (Augustus), Lucellas-
tine Woods (Marshall), Narva Jean
Kirby (Therman), Mae Thelma Tur-
man (Robert), George Richard Thom-
as {Cneryl), Donna Sue Clark {Alfred),
and Linda Cherryl Thomas; her sister,
Mrs. Vallie Mae Thomas of Austin,
Texas; her grandchildren, Tiiman
“Skeeter” Woods, Marsha Weods, Cory
House, Lauraiyn Housion, Monica
Woods, Richard Kirby, Jadaun Clark,
Michael Thomas, Eva Lee Andra
Thome, Ri-Chard Thomas; her great-
grandchiidren, Keeita and Emitt and
Sabiya Woods, Cory House, Jr., and

Mre Judv Innec Carter, Temnia, Tey-
T WSS TSy EEIISyEY: bt

as, Mrs. Mary Alice Bess, Midland,
Texas, Mrs, Opal Thomas, Dalias, Tex-
as; nephnews, Cecii White and Hugh
Eddy Jackson, Temple, Texas. She
had many greai-nieces and nephews;
and gresai-greai-nieces and ncphews;
and a host of relatives and friends.

Funeral services will be at 3:00 PM,
Tuesday at Ebenezer Baptist Church.
Burial will follow at Evergreen
Cemetery.

Arrangements by King Tears
Mortuary.

Obituary of Eva Morgan Thomas
Austin American-Statesman, December 10, 1991

Roger Thomas, Sr. (December 22, 1900-April, 1985) and Eva Morgan Thomas (March 15, 1905-December, 1991)
after their matrimony in 1925, moved to Austin from their perspective cities and began a family on East 11th street
in 1944. At that time, the matriarchs of the family were unaware of their memorable history that they were about
to embark in Austin, Texas. The historians of this family delivered nine children: Fanny Ruth, Roger Williams Jr.,
Joyce Evelyn, Lucellastine ‘Shange’, Narva Jean, Mae Thelma, George Richard, Donna Sue, and Linda Cheryl who
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continued the legacy as influential citizens in the East Austin community. All nine children attended L. C. Anderson

High School, the only educational institution in Austin for children of color before schools became integrated.
When the Thomas family moved to the property on East 11th street, this was the beginning of historical memories
for the family. As a result of living on a popular street, the Thomas family shared a valued friendship with Johnny
Holmes, original proprietor of the historical site known as the Victory Grill, a venue for soul food and music
entertainment.

Prior to pursuing his life-long career as an entrepreneur, Roger Thomas Sr. graduated from St. Johns Academy
(private school), a public school in Sayersville, Texas, afterwards attended Tillotson College which is currently
renamed Huston-Tillotson University. Roger would later find his passion for craftsmanship by marketing his talent
as a carpenter and would be known as a pioneer for this talent. As a pioneer in this chosen profession, he was
recognized as one of the first African Americans to thrive in a trade that was not common for people of color. The
astounding accomplishment would afford him the recognition as a prolific carpet layer in town, serving the Austin
community for over 55 years.

Mr. Thomas’ known achievements in carpentry were recognized and reverend in many areas such as,

George W. Bush granddaughter's home in New Mexico, the State Capital in Austin, First Baptist Church, Ebenezer
Baptist Church, the Governor's Mansion in Austin, Deluxe Hotel, Driskill Hotel, Stephen F. Austin Hotel,
Commodore Perry, Gondolier, Sheraton-Crest, not to exclude other well —known hotels in Austin. Roger Thomas
had a most remarkable career in the carpet business as a Black entrepreneur in addition to installing carpet in
hotels, his illustrious talent propelled his talent to other business avenues such as, Joske’s (currently known as
Dillard’s), Scarbroughs both department stores were located in Highland Mall. He installed a range of materials
such as, “Battleship” linoleum, window shades and blinds in the State Capital during both terms of Governor
Miram A. “Ma” Ferguson (the first female governor of Texas; terms 1925-1927 and 1933-1935) and future
governors thereafter. Roger’s accolades in the carpet industry propelled his business to colleges and universities
such as, the University of Texas at Austin, Samuel Huston, Tillotson College. He installed carpet at the very first
office of Lyndon B. Johnson and installed the first roll of carpet that Louis Shanks (prior to launching his own
furniture store) sold as a salesman for a furniture store recognized Cabiness Brown. Roger was a regular carpet
installer in office buildings along Congress Avenue. Mr. Thomas' work was requested by many patrons throughout
the state of Texas. To continue the beginnings of a family business, Roger was instrumental in training his son
George Richard and grandson Tillman Allan Woods to continue the excellent carpentry that the family is well
known for in Austin, Texas.

Eva Morgan-Thomas, formally a teacher in Bartlett, Texas, was the first of her family to educate young children.
Eva began her career as an educator prior to marrying her true love Roger. Six out of the nine children followed in
their mother's footsteps as educators. In addition to her teaching career, Eva was granted the opportunity to work
for Rebekah Baines who was the mother of Lyndon B. Johnson, the former president of the United States of
America. At the time, Lyndon B. Johnson was a college student.

His wife Eva, attended Prairie View A & M University formally known as Prairie View Normal and Industrial College.
All nine children received their high school diplomas from L.C. Anderson now known as Anderson High School.
Also, all nine children attended college, seven out of nine completed and earned bachelors, and four out of the
nine earned a Master's Degree in various forms of Education. It was unique to have parents and children of color
attend and/or complete education beyond high school. Education was expected and valued in the Thomas family.

More about the children...

Fanny Ruth Thomas-Houston was the first born, who would also set a precedent for her siblings to attain their
degrees. After completing high school in 1945 at the age of fifteen Fanny Ruth Thomas-Houston pursued a
Bachelor's at Sam Houston and at nineteen years of age, she completed her bachelor's and soon after pursued a
Master's at Prairie View A&M College. After completing her education, Fanny Ruth was hired by the Austin
Independent School District to serve as a teacher at Fanny Andrews Elementary and Blackshear Elementary. She
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proudly taught children at Blackshear where she served for over 30 years and retired from Austin Independent
School District after forty years of service. Her late husband Lawrence Houston was employed by Austin Police
Department in the early 1950’s and retired in the early 1980’s and dedicated over twenty-five years of service.

Roger Thomas Jr. was in the United States Army and after serving his country, he was one of the first teacher's
employed at Gary Job Corps in San Marcos, Texas.

One of the nine Thomas children, Joyce Evelyn Thomas-Williams, was one of the first African American's to attend
the University of Texas at Austin to receive an undergraduate degree.

George Richard Thomas was a founding member and former coach of the Greater East Austin Youth Association
which was founded in the 1970’s. GEAYA, a nonprofit volunteer organization that provides organized and
structured sports activities for economically disadvantage youth year-round. This association continues to provide
opportunities for children in a safe and structured environment.

After Roger and Eva settled into their new home in Austin, the family joined Ebenezer Baptist Church, a prestigious
African America church in East Austin. All children accepted Christ at an early age under the pastoral leadership of
the late Reverend Jerome C. Lott and Dr. Marvin C. Griffin at Ebenezer Baptist Church.

The home on Eleventh Street, built in 1916 holds many precious memories for the Thomas family. Many stories
were shared with prominent citizens who began the career and families in Austin, Texas. Among many, Jackie
Robinson, the first Major League Baseball player visited his friend Fanny Ruth. During the time Fanny Ruth
attended Sam Houston College, she became friends with Jackie Robinson who was a then a coach at Sam Houston
College.

The Thomas home is a result of deep rooted memories of an African American family that withstood many
obstacles as people of color. Their choices, drive, and determination clearly defined their successes as noted by the
continuation of their expanding family furthering their education and careers. A time when the image of Eleventh
Street was economically challenged and many engaged in unlawful acts, the family remained influential in the
African American community and forged through many barriers. Our hope is that others will understand the
cultural and educational experiences of a prominent black family in Austin.

Submitted by Monica Woods and Ri’chard Thomas



