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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
AUGUST 25, 2014 
NRD-2014-0076 

1001 Gaston Avenue 
Old West Austin 

PROPOSAL 

Construct a 2-story addition. 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes the construction of a 2-story addition to the rear and side of the 
existing 1-story house, which currently has a 2-story section containing the garage.  The 
proposed addition will be located at an angle to the existing house (taking advantage of the 
irregularly-shaped lot), and will have stained wood shingles, a standing seam metal roof, 
and steel-framed casement windows; the windows on the second story will have balconet 
railings. 

HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY 

The house was built in 1947 for Wright Stubbs, and his wife, Anne.  The house was built by 
local builder Ernest Parker, who built many homes in Pemberton Heights and other 
sections of West Austin.  Wright and Ann Stubbs lived here until his death in 1987.  Stubbs 
was an attorney, who then worked for the Texas Education Agency and Austin State 
Hospital, and was instrumental in the development of local Alcoholics Anonymous 
programs. 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District, which 
has no specific design guidelines for additions.  General design principles for historic 
districts encourage additions to the rear of the house with scale, massing, materials, and 
fenestration patterns complementing the house and other contributing houses within the 
district. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approve as proposed after completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package to 
document existing conditions, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 
sketch plan, and a narrative history for archiving at the Austin History Center.  The 
proposed addition will match the siding of the existing house, has a gabled roof similar to 
that on the existing house, and complements the style and massing of the existing house. 
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1001 Gaston Avenue 
ca. 1947 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1001 Gaston Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2014 
 
1992  Tom Bazzell, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Tom Bazzell was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Employed by Austin State Hospital 
 
1968  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 

Technician, Texas Education Agency 
 



 C.5 - 4 

1962  Wright and Ann S. Stubbs, owners 
Wright:  Attendant, Austin State Hospital 
Ann:  Teacher, Rosedale School 

 
1959  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Lawyer, 610 Brazos Street. 
 
1955  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 

Lawyer, 208 Nalle Building, 610 Brazos Street. 
 
1952  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Lawyer, 208 Nalle Building, 610 Brazos Street. 
 
1949  Wright and Ann Stubbs, owners 
  Lawyer, 208 Nalle Building, 610 Brazos Street. 
 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Wright and Ann Stubbs are listed at 108 W. 33rd Street; he was a lawyer 
with offices at 209 Nalle Building, 610 Brazos Street. 
NOTE:  Binford and Dorothy Arney are listed at 1001 Gaston Avenue, but this is 
likely a typographical error – they lived at 1004 Gaston Avenue. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Wright and Anne Stubbs (ca. 1947 – ca. 1990) 
Wright and Anne Stubbs appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 715 
Park Place, which was worth $7,000.  Wright Stubbs was 35, had been born in Texas, and was 
a lawyer in private practice.  Anne Stubbs was 34, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  With them lived 2 nephews, Lansing D. Thorne, 18, and Clifford Thorne, 18; 
both boys had been born in Texas, and neither had an occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Wright an Anne Stubbs as the renters of an apartment at 108 W. 
33rd Street.  Both were 25; Wright Stubbs was a lawyer; Anne Stubbs had no occupation listed.  
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Wright Stubbs as the 15-year old son of O.A. and Sue Stubbs, 
who rented a house in rural Travis County.  O.A. Stubbs was a lawyer with a general practice.  
Wright was the oldest of the 3 children listed in the census report. 
 



 C.5 - 5 

 

 
Obituary of Wright Stubbs 

Austin American-Statesman, June 22, 1987 
 

 
Building permit to Wright Stubbs for the construction of the house (1947).  The builder is Ernest 

Parker, who built many homes in Pemberton Heights and other sections of West Austin. 
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Water service permit to Wright Stubbs for this address (1947) 

 
A 2-story addition containing the garage, a living room, utility room, and bed and bathroom was 
added to the side of the house in 1993; a new pool, spa, and deck was added to the house in 
2011. 

 


