
Page 1 of 3 

 
 
 
 
 

DESIGN COMMISSION  
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2014 6:00 PM 

AUSTIN CITY HALL, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ROOM 1101 
301 W. SECOND STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 

 
Current Commission Members 

 
_____ Dean Almy (DA)  – Chair 
_____ Evan Taniguchi (ET) – Vice Chair 
_____ Hope Hasbrouck (HH) – Secretary 
 
 

_____ Juan E. Cotera (JC) 
_____ James Shieh (JS) 
_____ Jeannie Wiginton (JW) 
_____ Bart Whatley (BW) 
 

 ______ Jorge E. Rousselin (COA – PDRD) 
              Staff Liaison                          

AGENDA 
 
Please note: Posted times are for time-keeping purposes only.  The Commission may take any item(s) out of order and no 
express guarantee is given that any item(s) will be taken in order or at the time posted.                  Approx. time 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 6:00 PM 

1.   CITIZEN COMMUNICATION: GENERAL  
The first five speakers signed up prior to the meeting being called to order will each be 
allowed a three-minute allotment to address their concerns regarding items not posted 
on the agenda. 

6:00 PM 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Discussion and Possible Action) 
a. Discussion and possible action on the January 27, 2014 Design Commission 

meeting minutes. 

6:15 PM 

3. NEW BUSINESS  (Discussion and Possible Action): 
a. Discussion and possible action on the Fifth and West Residences schematic 

submittal located at 501 West Ave. seeking support for the project and review for 
substantial compliance with the Urban Design Guidelines for Austin. (Nikelle 
Meade, Husch Blackwell, LLP). 

6:20 PM 

4.   OLD BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action)  
a. Discussion and possible action on Design Guidelines for infrastructure projects as 

directed by City Council Resolution No.: 20120816-060 including discussion on 
Design Commission’s areas of critical concern and engagement with City Staff. 

b. Discussion and possible action on Design Commission’s Annual Report. 

6:45 PM 

5. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS (Discussion and Possible Action) 
a.  Standing Committees Reports; 
b.  Working Group Reports; 
c.  Liaison Reports; 
d.  Appointment of Committee/Working Group members by Chair. 

7:15 PM 
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6.   STAFF BRIEFINGS:  None 7:20 PM 
7.   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 7:20 PM 
8.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Chair Announcements; 
b. Items from Commission Members; and 
c. Items from City Staff. 

7:25 PM 

ADJOURNMENT 7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act.  Reasonable modifications and equal 
access to communications will be provided upon request.  Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access.  If requiring 
Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 3 days before the meeting date.  Please contact 
Annie Pennie in the Planning and Development Review Department, at annie.pennie@austintexas.gov or (512) 974-1403, for 
additional information. TTY users route through Relay Texas at 711. 
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Design Commission Committees, Working Groups, and Liaisons 
 
Committees 

1. Bylaws/Policies & Procedures Committee: Wiginton (Chair), Cotera, Whatley 
2. Executive Committee: Almy (Chair), Taniguchi, Hasbrouck 

 
Working Groups 

1. Planning and Urban Design Working Group: Whatley (Chair), Cotera, Shieh 
2. Architecture and Development Working Group: Almy (Chair), Taniguchi, Cotera 
3. Landscape and Infrastructure Working Group: Hasbrouck (Chair), Wiginton, Almy 
4. Public Engagement Working Group: Wiginton (Chair), Taniguchi, Hasbrouck 

 
Design Commission Liaisons 

1. Affordable Housing Liaison: Wiginton 
2. Downtown Comm. Liaison / Downtown Austin Plan: Whatley 
3. TOD Liaison: Shieh 
4. East Riverside Master Plan: Shieh 
5. Airport Boulevard Redevelopment Initiative: Whatley 
6. South Shore Waterfront SDAT: Almy 
7. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan: Taniguchi 
8. Downtown Wayfinding: Taniguchi 

 
Design Commission Staff Liaison: 
Jorge E. Rousselin, Development Services Process Coordinator 
Urban Desgin, Planning and Development Review Department 
City of Austin, One Texas Center, 505 Barton Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78704 
Phone: (512) 974-2975  Fax: (512) 974-2269  E-mail: jorge.rousselin@austintexas.gov 
 
Resources: 

1. The Urban Design Guidelines for Austin can be accessed here:  
Urban Design Guidelines for Austin. 
 

2. Design Commission backup may be accessed here: Design Commission Backup. 
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DESIGN COMMISSION 
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2014 6:00 PM 

AUSTIN CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS ROOM 1001   
301 W. SECOND STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 

 
Current Commission Members 

 
_P___ Dean Almy (DA) – Chair 
_P___ James Shieh (JS) – Vice Chair 
_P___ Evan Taniguchi (ET) – Secretary 
 
 

__P__ Juan E. Cotera (JC) 
__P__ Jeannie Wiginton (JW) 
__P__ Bart Whatley (BW) 
_  P___ Hope Hasbrouck (HH) 
 

 __  P___ Jorge E. Rousselin (COA – PDRD)  
               Staff Liaison  

  
Meeting Minutes 

 
Call to order by:   Chair D. Almy @ 6:04 pm;    Roll Call: All present 
 
1.   CITIZEN COMMUNICATION: None 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Discussion and Possible Action)  

 
a.  Discussion and possible action on the December 16, 2013 Design Commission meeting minutes. 

 
The motion to approve minutes as drafted made by E.Taniguchi; second by J. Shieh was 
approved on a vote of [7-0].  

 
  3.  NEW BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action)  
 

a.  Discussion and possible action on the Reconnect Austin Project seeking support from the 
Design Commission to consider this as an additional alternative and request that it receive 
further study. (Sinclair Black, Black+Vernooy Architecture and Urban Design). 
 
Mr. Sinclair Black presented the Reconnect Austin project and showed a video. 
 
Motion to: 

1. The Design Commission will endeavor to write a letter of support for considering 
Reconnect Austin as a fourth alternative in studies prepared by TxDOT and 
considered by NEPA. Have landscape and infrastructure work group to craft a letter 
in support for Reconnect Austin as a 4th alternative as presented and 

Item 2A
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2. The Design Commission will support Reconnect Austin as a 4th alternative to the 
NEPA process made by H. Hasbrouck; second by B. Whatley approved on a vote of [7-
0]. 

 
b.   Discussion and possible action on the Design Development submittal of the Fiskville Substation 

Enclosure Project located at 9821 ½ Middle Fiskville Road, seeking support for the 
replacement of the chain link fence. (Ron Humphrey, COA-Austin Energy). 
 
Mr. Ron Humphrey and Ms. Stritmatter presented the Fiskville Fence Project. 
 
The motion to provide support for approach as recommended in the presentation 
addressing masonry and landscape buffer agents made by J. Wiginton; Second by H. 
Hasbrouck was approved on a vote of [7-0]. 

 
c.    Briefing on the City of Austin Bike Share Program (Nadia Barrera, COA-Public Works 

Department). 
 
Ms. Nadia Berrera and Mr. Eliot McFaden presented the Austin Bike Program. 
 
No Action by commission.  

 
  4. OLD BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action) 

 
a.   Discussion and possible action on Design Guidelines for infrastructure projects as directed by 

City Council Resolution No: 20120816-060 including discussion on Design Commission’s areas 
of critical concern and engagement with City staff. 

 
Discussion on draft list of staff and craft cover letter on invitation to Planning and Urban 
Design work group. 
 

Add Lorriane Riser from Real Estate 
 

                     Motion to send to Planning and Urban Design work group. 
 

5. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP REPORTS (Discussion and Possible Action) 
 

         a. Standing Committees Reports:    None     
 

b.Liaison Reports:  Commissioner Whatley gave a report on Downtown presentations: 
DAP updates 
Code amendments 
Density Bonus recommendations 
Rainey St. plan 

 
                 Almy:  SSW moving forward 

 
   d. Appointment of Committee/Working Group members by Chair:  None 
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6. STAFF BRIEFINGS: None     
 

7.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Transportation Criteria Manual Revisions 
 

     8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
    a. Chair Announcements:  None 
 
    b. Items from Commission Members: TX Architect article from Dean  
 

c.   Items from City Staff: None 
 

ADJOURNMENT by consensus at: 8:05 PM 



Item 3A
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

 
Riverside Resources has engaged in several conversations with neighborhood associations and 
other stakeholders in the area surrounding the Fifth and West Residences property to identify 
community benefits that will improve that portion of downtown. The following is a list of those 
community benefits that Riverside commits to provide in connection with the density bonus it is 
seeking.  
 
Improve Sidewalks. In addition to the Great Streets streetscape improvements required adjacent 
to its own property, Riverside agrees to extend the Great Streets improvements along both sides 
of West Avenue for the length of the entire block between 5th and 6th Streets.  Riverside can 
make those improvements during the construction phase of Fifth and West Residences and will 
be reimbursed by the city.  (This agreement furthers the Streetscape Guidelines Nos. 2 (Minimize 
Curb Cuts), 4 (Reinforce Pedestrian Activity), 6 (Enhance Streetscape), and 8 (Install Street 
Trees) of the Urban Design Guidelines.) 
 
Bike Share. Riverside will purchase a one-year B-Cycle membership for each of its 
163 condominium buyers to introduce them to the program and encourage participation.  There 
are three B-Cycle locations within one block of the property, making it easy and convenient for 
residents to use their membership.  (This program will encourage more bike use in downtown 
and further the goals of the Transportation and Parking Provision 3.6 of the Downtown Austin 
Plan which provides for the implementation of a community bike share program.)   
 
Car Share. Riverside will reimburse one Car2Go registration for each of its 163 condominium 
buyers.  Additionally, Riverside will work with the city to locate at least two Car2Go parking 
spaces near the site.  Signing up for a car share program is often the biggest barrier to 
participation.  We believe that if a membership is included with the condominium purchase, 
residents will be much more likely to use the service.  (Car share programs help control on-site 
parking which furthers Building Guideline No. 5 [Control On-Site Parking] of the Urban Design 
Guidelines.)  
 
Shoal Creek. Riverside will allocate one-half of its community benefit funds to Shoal Creek 
Conservancy for:  (1) the creation of a Shoal Creek Action Plan to mitigate flood risks and make 
other improvements on Shoal Creek from the West Avenue bridge to the West 10th Street bridge 
and (2) trail improvements to Shoal Creek from the West Avenue bridge to the West 10th Street 
bridge via a public-private partnership with the Public Works Department and the Watershed 
Protection Department of the City.  In addition to allocating its community benefit funds to Shoal 
Creek Conservancy, Riverside will also participate with Austin City Lofts (ACL) in ACL's 
obligation to maintain the portion of Shoal Creek near the 5th Street bridge by contributing 
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$10,000.00 per year for three years to ACL.  (This agreement furthers the goals of 1) the Public 
Realm Provision 1.3 of the Downtown Austin Plan which calls for improving downtown's urban 
greenways and adjoining public parks, as natural refuges and pathways; 2) the 
Utilities/Infrastructure Provisions 3.1, 3.5, and 3.6 of the Downtown Austin Plan which call for 
increasing watershed maintenance of Shoal Creek and implementing a restoration and flood 
control plan for Lower Shoal Creek; and 3) Leadership and Implementation Provision 1.2 of the 
Downtown Austin Plan which calls for encouraging public/private partnerships and 
conservancies aimed at building and operating parks and open space improvements.) 
 
Green Building. Riverside commits to exceed the downtown density bonus 2-Star AEGB rating 
requirement by achieving a minimum of a 3-Star rating.  (This will improve sustainability which 
is listed as Shared Value No. 3 in the Urban Design Guidelines.) 
 
Shoal Creek Conservancy. Riverside agrees to provide marketing material to its 
163 condominium buyers about the benefits of membership in the Shoal Creek Conservancy and 
pay for their membership for the first year.  (This will increase participation in Shoal Creek 
Conservancy and further the goals of the Utilities/Infrastructure Provisions 3.1, 3.5, and 3.6 of the 
Downtown Austin Plan which call for increasing watershed maintenance of Shoal Creek and 
implementing a restoration and flood control plan for Lower Shoal Creek.)  
 
Notice of After-Hours Construction. Riverside agrees to provide at least 48 hours advance 
notice to the property managers of Austin City Lofts, 404 Rio Grande, and the Monarch if 
Riverside or its contractors apply for a permit per section 9-2-21 of the City Code to pour 
concrete after 7:00 p.m.  (This agreement will help mitigate any disturbances to nearby residents, 
which will make urban living more comfortable in furtherance of Vision No. 9 of the Urban 
Design Guidelines ["Create a Comfortable Urban Environment"].)  
 
For-Sale Condominiums. Riverside agrees that the development will consist solely of for-sale 
condominiums rather than apartments.  (A condominium development such as this one with large 
units and multiple bedrooms is catered to families, which furthers the goals of the Activities and 
Uses Provision 2.5 of the Downtown Austin Plan ["Make Downtown Housing More Family-
Friendly"].)  
 



Aus  n Design Commission
To: Aus  n Design Commission       February 21, 2014
From: Planning & Urban Design Working Group

Working Group review of W. 5th & West Project for substan  al compliance 
with the Urban Design Guidelines

Mee  ng date: 2-12-2014
Applicant: Riverside Resources

The applicant is seeking a density bonus to raise the FAR from 8:1, past the 
allowable 15:1 to 20:1 FAR. The project is in a  oodplain and is on a site sized 
approximately one quarter of a city block. 

The applicant reported to have been working with the surrounding community 
groups to  ne-tune the list of community bene  ts o  ered in connec  on with 
the density bonus sought. This list includes extending Great Streets improve-
ments along both sides of West between 5th and 6th.

Posi  ve a  ributes of the project address plazas and open space with the green 
roof deck and contribu  ons to Shoal Creek. Addi  onally extension of Great 
Streets improvements is regarded as posi  ve.

Concerns primarily center on the manner in which the building and the spac-
es within relate to the streetscape on both West 5th and West Avenue. The 
Working Group discussed possibili  es of more engaging building materials and 
a kiosk type space at sidewalk eleva  on.

We recommend that the project, as presented, is not in substan  al compli-
ance with the Urban Design Guidelines. The  oodplain seems to create unique 
di   cul  es for the project to address the streetscape as outlined in the Ur-
ban Design Guidelines. The project does not substan  ally meet guidelines of 
reinforcing pedestrian ac  vity, enhancing the streetscape, providing generous 
ground level windows, and providing pedestrian oriented uses at street level.

The working group appreciates the opportunity to comment on this project. 
We look forward to con  nued discussion on ideas about how the building ad-
dresses the streetscape.

Respec  ully,
Planning & Urban Design Working Group of the Design Commission

Dean Almy,
Chair

Evan Taniguchi,
Vice Chair

Hope Hasbrouck,
Secretary

Juan Cotera

James Shieh

Bart Whatley

Jeannie Wiginton

George Adams
Execu  ve Liaison

Jorge E. Rousselin
Sta   Liaison

Planning & Urban Design Working Group - Page 1 of 1



Aus  n Design Commission
To: City of Aus  n Sta           February 11, 2014
From:  Design Commission

Thank you for your assistance in working with the Design Commission to cra   
recommenda  ons that we can include in Infrastructure Design Guidelines. As 
a follow-up to your par  cipa  on and coopera  on, the City Council directed 
the City Manager to work with the Design Commission to cra   design guide-
lines (not just recommenda  ons) for infrastructure projects. Therefore, the 
Commission would like to meet with key City sta  ers to roll-out a work plan to 
accomplish this task.  The intent is to have an ini  al mee  ng is to introduce the 
working process for further collabora  ve work on infrastructure design guide-
lines.

The  meline is as follows:
1. Kick-o   mee  ng at a special-called Commission mee  ng late February  
 2014;
2. March-April 2014: meet with key Department representa  ves to under 
 stand roles, processes, and speci  c func  ons a  ec  ng infrastructure  
 projects;
3. May – July 2014: Based on input from Departments, the Commission  
 will cra   dra   design guidelines for compact, connected, integrated, and  
 sustainable City infrastructure;
4. August 2013: Design Commission considera  on of dra   design guidelines;
5. September 2014: Presenta  on to Council

To assist in this endeavor, the Commission is presen  ng a list of ini  al ques-
 ons to be  er understand your Department’s func  on and how it in  uences 

infrastructure development (please see a  ached). These ques  ons are for 
review and discussion between Sta   and Design Commission Members, can 
be amended, and are not meant to be answered at this  me but at follow-up 
mee  ngs to be scheduled at a later date. Furthermore, these ques  ons are 
meant to gather input on process and communicate our ideas for further dis-
cussion.

We’ve also a  ached a copy of Interim Infrastructure Design Guidelines that 
explain the Design Commission’s role and de  nes infrastructure.

The Commission will extend follow-up invita  ons to addi  onal mee  ngs a  er 
the kick-o   mee  ng. Commissioners will meet with speci  c Department repre-
senta  ves to go over the ques  ons and discuss each Department’s role.  Your 
assistance to complete this important City Council request is greatly appreci-
ated. Stay tuned for mee  ng invita  ons and please help us iden  fy addi  onal 
personnel needed to accomplish this task.

Dean Almy,
Chair

Evan Taniguchi,
Vice Chair

Hope Hasbrouck,
Secretary

Juan Cotera

James Shieh

Bart Whatley

Jeannie Wiginton

George Adams
Execu  ve Liaison

Jorge E. Rousselin
Sta   Liaison

Design Commission IDG Le  er Sta   - Page 1 of 2

Item 4A



If you have any ques  ons about this process, please contact Mr. Jorge Rousselin, Design Commission Liaison, at 
(512) 974-2975 or at Jorge.rousselin@aus  ntexas.gov.

Regards,

Dean Almy, Chair
City of Aus  n Design Commission

Proposed ques  ons for City Department ‘One on One’ Interviews
(Note, these ques  ons will be discussed in follow up mee  ngs)

Land Development Codes:
 1. What land development codes govern your work?

 2. What components of those codes do you or your department perceive as obstruc  ons to achieving   
     an integrated approach toward infrastructure development?

Technical Criteria Manuals:
 3. What Technical Criteria Manuals have been developed by your department?

 4. What Technical Criteria Manuals, developed by other departments, do you refer to regularly?

Collabora  on & Outreach:
 5. What departments do you regularly collaborate with?

 6. What is the process for collabora  ng with other city departments?

 7. How do you include community outreach in your projects?

Design Commission:
 8. Please characterize your department’s percep  on of the Design Commission?

 9. What criteria do you use to determine what projects should appear before the Design Commission?

 10. What are your expecta  ons in regards to working with the Design Commission in the development   
        of the Infrastructure Design Guidelines (IDG)?

Concluding or Synthesis Ques  ons:
 11. What ques  ons rela  ng to codes, criteria manuals and interdepartmental collabora  on have we   
        overlooked?

 12. What cri  cal components of your department’s work related to infrastructure performance and   
        viability should be included in the IDG?

 13. How do you foresee the integra  on of the IDG into your department’s Technical Criteria manuals?

 14. What else does the Design Commission need to know in order to cra   a meaningful and useful 
       document for the City?

Design Commission IDG Le  er Sta   - Page 2 of 2
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Annual Internal Review 

This report covers the time period of 1/1/2012 to 12/31/2012

    T H E    D E S I G N    C O M M I S S I O N__ 

The Board/Commission’s Mission Statement per City Code (Section 2-1-129) is: 

The commission shall provide advisory recommendations to the city council as requested 
by the city council to assist in developing public policy and to promote excellence in the 
design and development of the urban environment. 

The commission shall: 

(1) offer policy recommendations regarding specific issues of urban design; 
(2) participate in developing design guidelines; 
(3) unless otherwise directed by the city council, for projects that require the 
      approval of the Planning Commission or the Zoning and Platting Commission: 

(a) review a project only after a formal request by the project sponsor or 
     applicant; and 
(b) complete the review before the respective Planning or Zoning and 
    Platting Commission takes final action; 

(4) provide citizen education and outreach regarding quality urban design; 
(5) provide a venue for citizen input on the design and development of the urban 
     environment; 
(6) maintain liaison relationships with city staff and other boards and 
     commissions; and 
 (7) perform other activities as directed by the city council. 
      The commission may appoint one or more of its members to serve as liaison          
      to a project specific community advisory group addressing urban design and 
      planning issues at the formal request of the project sponsor. 

Item 4B
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1. Describe the board’s actions supporting their mission during the previous 
calendar year. Address all elements of the board’s mission statement as 
provided in the relevant sections of the City Code.

A. Specific outcomes of significance: 

a. The Design Commission introduced its concern of public outreach thru 
the creation of the Outreach and Education Working Group 

b. The Design Commission continued its study of City infrastructure 
projects thru discussions and meetings with City Staff and Council.
The Commission also developed a work plan to achieve the goals of 
the Council directive.

c. The Design Commission assisted in policy development thru liaisons 
to Council charged study areas to help advocate the greater vision.

d. The Design Commission took part and reviewed the Airport Boulevard 
and Riverside Corridor master plans, and Seaholm substation project 
thru joint Commission meetings. 

e. The Design Commission reviewed and made recommendations to the 
Downtown Sound Mitigation study. 

f. The Design Commission began monthly discussions of pertinent issues 
for the creation of monographs. 

B. The Design Commission reviewed public and private projects as demonstrated 
in the agendas. 

C. Drafted project review letters as requested. 
D. Agendas
E. Meeting minutes 

2. Determine if the board’s actions throughout the year comply with the 
mission statement.

Evaluation 2011-2012: 
The Design Commission (“Commission”) successfully achieved the 
goals and objectives as set forth by the City Council in evaluating projects for 
compliance with approved Urban Design guidelines and setting forth design 
criteria for urban projects. The Commission continues to evaluate urban projects 
for compliance with the updated, citywide Urban Design Guidelines.

3. List the board’s goals and objectives for the new calendar year.  

A. To raise the awareness of urban design, establishing and promoting design 
guidelines in order to improve the quality of the built environment throughout 
the metropolitan area, and informing policies that shape the application of 
urban design principles,
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B. To efficiently and effectively evaluate projects in order for developments to see DC 
as a tremendous asset and continue to use DC as a resource for assisting their 
projects.

C. To protect the future development of areas that have the potential to have dense 
development 

D. To continue to uphold the duties of the Commission’s Mission Statement. 

4. Proposed activities for the next year to achieve the board’s goals and 
objectives. 

A. The commission proposes to provide active community outreach and education to 
Public, Council, and interested stakeholders.
a. Active informal discussion on urban design issues implemented by dedicating 

time in each meeting for open discussion of topics  
i. Some topics introduced by public for insight from Design Commission 

b. Set up meetings will Council offices to introduce who we are and what we stand 
for, and how we can assist them. 

c. Begin the creation of Design Commission Manual  
i. Create the outline of the working manual 

ii. Begin discussions and assembly of the manual 
B. Offer strategic help to City Staff in the review of changes to the Land Development 

Code as they propose them and and present it to the Design Commission. 
C. Continue to meet with City Staff, and Council to develop the interim Infrastructure 

Guidelines and begin creating the final document.  
D. The Commission proposes to continue refinement of the Design Commission Project 

Review process by including, but not limited to, the following 
a. Creation of a “Frequently Asked Questions” list for project submissions 
b. Review of the required items for project submittal process. 
c. Understand overlying message that we would like to project about the project as 

well as specific detailed comments, and use the created new template to capture.  
d. Develop process that Commissioners would use which would streamline the 

evaluation of the project on the macro and micro level. 
E. The Commission proposes to continue to work with the City of Austin Planning 

& Development Review Department on issues and activities pertaining to 
Urban Design such as the Comprehensive Plan, Urban Design Guidelines, the 
Commercial Design Standards ordinance, and design implications of code 
amendments. 

F. The Commission proposes to continue to conduct project reviews and make 
advisory recommendations upon request by project sponsors and/or applicants 
regarding private and public development to the City Council, the Planning 
Commission, Planning & Development Review Department, and other boards 
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and commissions, utilizing the Urban Design Guidelines as a primary 
reference. 

G. The Commission proposes to continue to conduct project reviews and make 
advisory recommendations to the city council regarding the City of Austin 
improvement projects (Great Streets, buildings, bridges, roads, parks, 
infrastructure, etc.). 

H. The Commission proposes to continue to monitor planning activities through 
Design Commission liaisons selected emerging projects and master plans such 
as the Airport Boulevard Redevelopment Initiative, Downtown Austin Plan 
Implementation, Downtown Wayfinding, East Riverside Corridor Regulating 
Plan, Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan, Subchapter E, and Waterfront 
Overlay, South Austin Neighborhood Plan. 

I. The Commission proposes to continue to offer design guideline education and act 
as a resource for city departments, developers, other boards and commissions, 
interested stakeholder, and the community regarding design related issues. 

J. The Commission proposes to continue commission efforts to offer general 
assistance and advisory recommendations on issues as defined in the Urban 
Design Guidelines. 

K. The Commission proposes to continue commission efforts through committees 
and working groups. 

5.     Proposed work schedule:  The commission proposes to hold public 
meetings during fiscal year 2012-2013: 
A.  On the fourth Monday of every month unless specified by an approved 

meeting calendar. 
B. When called to review and make advisory recommendations of subjects as 

may be assigned for commission review by request from city management, 
other city departments, and or city council. 
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Rousselin, Jorge

From: Barrera, Nadia
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2014 11:08 AM
To: Rousselin, Jorge
Cc: Anderson, Robert N [PDR]; Gregor, Katherine
Subject: TCM @ the Design Commission

Jorge,
Per your request, please see the below:

The revision of the Transportation Criteria Manual (TCM) will resume beginning in March 2014. The Public Works,
Transportation, Planning, Parks and Recreation, and Watershed Protection, and Austin Fire Departments as well as
Austin Energy and the Austin Water Utility will continue to coordinate this effort. Additionally, given Council Resolution
20131212 080 stating that the City Manager, “create and implement a comprehensive Complete Streets program…” staff
has been working together to assure that the policy and criteria are appropriately coordinated. Given the proposed
schedule of the Complete Streets Policy and the rule posting schedule, it is estimated that staff will be able to report on
developments of both the Complete Streets policy and the revision of the TCM by June of this year. Please do not hesitate
to contact Nadia Barrera, with any additional questions about the revision of the TCM.

Thanks!

Nadia M. Barrera, PMP
City of Austin Public Works | Neighborhood Connectivity Division
www.facebook.com/CityofAustinBicycleProgram
512.974.7142

Interested in participating in the Bicycle Advisory Council? Join the Google Group for updates and meeting information:
http://groups.google.com/group/austin bac/subscribe

Item 6


