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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2014 

NRD-2014-0090 
1006 Elm Street 

West Line 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1977 non-contributing house and construct a new house. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The existing house was built in 1977, but is a very traditional, two-story stone-veneered 
frame house with a full-width two-story porch.  The house is non-contributing because of its 
age, but is relatively compatible with the historic character of the district. 
The proposed new house will be two stories, with a variety of roof lines.  The front of the 
house will have a prominent overhanging gabled section front entry bay and a covered patio 
to the side; the remainder of the house is set significantly behind the one-story street 
presence.  The carport will be at the rear of the house.  The front-gabled entry bay will have 
brick; the rest of the house will have hardi-plank siding in both a horizontal and vertical 
board-and-batten pattern; the roof will be standing seam metal.  There is a rooftop deck 
behind the front-gabled entry.  A steel beam will extend across the front-gabled entry to the 
side covered patio.  Windows will be metal-framed. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The West Line National Register Historic District has no specific design guidelines for new 
construction.  General design principles for historic districts encourage new construction to 
be compatible with the contributing houses in the district in terms of size, scale, massing, 
materials, and fenestration patterns. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

It is unfortunate that the traditional look of the existing house cannot be retained; even 
though it is non-contributing, it is a very compatible with the contributing houses in the 
district.  The majority of the houses on Elm Street are historic bungalows, Tudor Revival 
houses, and one-sand-a-half story bungaloid forms.  The proposed house is a very 
contemporary design, but with a nod to traditional forms in its front-gabled entry and 
covered patio to the side defining the street presence of the house.  Design guidelines for 
most historic districts emphasize a simplicity of rooflines; this house has a variety of 
rooflines, and staff’s recommendation is to simplify the rooflines, locate the rooftop deck 
more towards the rear of the house, and simplify the siding patterns to make it more 
compatible with the contributing houses within the district. 
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The existing house at 1006 Elm Street is at the center of the picture. 
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Dear Mr Sadowsky, 
 
We are the holders of a deed of trust (copy included herewith) for the property referenced in the 
above cases (1006 Elm St. in Austin, Texas) scheduled for hearing by the City of Austin Historic 
Landmark Commission on Monday evening, September 22, 2014, in view, we would presume, of 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a Building (i.e. Demolition) Permit for the structure 
on that property.  We would raise the following questions with regard to the proposed hearing.   
 
It is our understanding that the jurisdiction of the Historic Landmark Commission extends only to 
structures fifty years of age or greater.  This structure was permitted in 1977 and completed in 
1978.  It is not yet 36 years old.  What would be the basis of jurisdiction by the Historic Landmark 
Commission over this property?   
 
Secondly, we would call your attention to Section B.2.a. of the Deed of Trust attached herewith.  It is 
the Grantor's (Mr. Moore and Mr. Crowell) obligation under this section to "...keep the Propety in 
good repair and condition..."  Doing so would, obviously, not include its demolition. 
 
We would, therefore, respectfully request that this item be removed from the agenda of the Historic 
Landmark Commission to allow the parties to the deed of trust to negotiate terms under which the 
improvements currently located at this site might be demolished and replaced with the structure 
proposed by Mr. Moore and Mr Crowell. 
 
Sincerely, 
William R. Fewell and Sheila D. Fewell 
Trustees, The Fewell Family Trust 
Lenders/Deed of Trust holders for 1006 Elm St., Austin, Texas 
 
CC:  Bill Smith, Broker 
Mark Moore, Broker 
Stuart Hersh, Lender's Representative 
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