













































































former Texas Ranger Richard Lincoln Preece,
had killed the old bull.

In a short paper about the environs of Cas-
cade, or Bull Creek, Cathryn Richards says
many of the oldtime families in that area lived
in tents or caves and earned their living by cut-
ting cedar, burning it for charcoal, then sell-
ing it in Austin. One family, she said, raised
eight children in a cave, but enough suitors
came around that all the girls got married.
There was a special swimming place on Bull
at Walton’s old mill pond, and for years
panthers stalked the high cliffs.

The end of an era was signaled in 1963
when the last Walden property between
Spicewood Springs Road and Mansfield Dam
was sold to a stranger. Mrs. Clementine
Walden Jackson, then almost 72 and a widow,
cried and, moved by her own tears, composed
a “Tribute to Bull Creek.” The first Walden
on Bull Creek was her grandfather, Hugh,
who came from Tennessee in an ox wagon and
bought several hundred acres in 1850. “Now
you are like me,” Mrs. Jackson wrote in her
tribute. “You have slowed down, as if you
were resting from your years of rushing so fast
. . . So many things that caused you to run,
and laugh, are gone now.”

In Texas there are 25 streams with the name
Walnut Creek, and two of them—Big and
Little Walnut creeks—are in Austin. Walnut
rises in northern Travis County and flows
south to the Colorado. Its early history, as
some of the other creeks in the Austin area, is
replete with Indian stories. The first known
shedding of blood by Indians in Travis County
occurred in 1833, when two men were killed
and Josiah Wilbarger, shot through the neck
and chin, with both legs pierced by arrows,
was scalped and left for dead. His brother,

J. V. Wilbarger, told the story in his book on
Indian depredations in Texas. He wrote that
Mrs. Reuben Hornsby, the wife of one of the
early loca settlers, had a dream that Wilbar-
ger was alive even though two men return-
ing from the skirmish said they saw Indians

kill him. Mrs. Hornsby urged a search party to
get underway by daybreak, and the party
found Wilbarger propped against a tree with
all the clothing the Indians had left him, a
single sock, draped over his naked skull. A
small spot in the middle of the wound re-
mained bare, and Wilberger wore a covering
over it for the remaining 11 years of his life.

One of the oldest churches in Travis County
is the Walnut Creek Baptist Church, which
celebrated its 120th anniversary in the Bicen-
tennial year. The church started in 1856 with
a congregation of ten, meeting at the Burdett
schoolhouse. There is a legend that Sam Bass
often hid out in the heavily wooded church
grounds and stashed his loot in the corner of
the original sanctuary. Some of Bass’ ill-gotten
gains also are said to be buried near Barton
Springs.

There are so many other creeks in Austin,
each with their own history: Johnson, the first
stream west of the Missouri-Pacific railroad
tracks; Blunn, flowing from near St. Edward’s
University to Town Lake, an area that was
partly developed as early as the 1930s as a park
and greenbelt; Boggy, with its two branches,
Fort and Tannehill, a creek with persistent
flooding problems; Harper’s over which a bat-
tle was fought that resulted in the dramatic
growth of a loud environmental voice, the
South River City Citizens Association; Bee and
Little Bee Creeks, which flow through a wil-
derness area in southwest Austin that is said
to be a home for the endangered Golden-
cheeked Warbler; East and West Bouldin in
south Austin, and others.
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FUTURE OF
AUSTIN'S
CREEKS

Most of the people who visit Austin, and
everyone who is fortunate enough to live
here, agree that it is indeed a beautiful city.
The beauty of Austin today can be directly
attributed to the foresight of earlier Austin-
ites, those people who cared enough to pre-
serve and protect the natural endowment
despite the inevitable pressures to destroy it.
The people who planted trees, built fine
buildings, dedicated parkland, and insisted
on a quality environment had a vision of a
better Austin. Without their collective im-
ages, the natural qualities of our City that
we admire so much would have become
quickly and easily lost forever. There is no
way and no need for us to repay our pred-
ecessors here. Our obligation is to future
Austinites. We must create our own images
of a more beautiful Austin and dedicate our-
selves to the fulfillment of that potential. To
do less would be to disappoint future genera-
tions. As someone once said, “One genera-
tion plants the trees, the next enjoys the
shade.”

When we speak of the natural endowment
of Austin, we are inevitably talking about
the Colorado River and all the creeks and
waterways that flow into it. The natural
processes of water are the most critical to
the environment that supports us. Creeks are
a direct and clear manifestation of those
processes. Water flowing through the creeks
of Austin create the most delicate, sensitive
and ecologically diverse, as well as the most
interesting and beautiful, aspects of our
physical environment.

GOALS PROGRAM

In the past several years interest in creeks
has increased considerably. Citizen concern
for creeks, creek protection, and the creation
of greenbelts has been vividly demonstrated
by the Austin Goals Program. The desire to
protect and creatively develop Austin’s creeks
emerged as virtually the highest priority from
among hundreds of issues considered.

CREEK ORDINANCE:

Following the senseless and unnecessary
destruction of eleven acres of creek land in
south Austin, a city ordinance was created to
“protect the natural and traditional charac-
ter” of Austin’s creeks. This ordinance was
the culmination of several years of public
controversy over the mistreatment of the
creeks in Austin and constituted a major step
toward insuring creek protection in the
future.

TOWN LAKE:

Town Lake has emerged as one of Austin’s
most important assets in the last few years,
thanks to the dedication of the Parks Depart-
ment and a handful of hard working citizens,
members of the “Citizens for a More Beau-
tiful Town Lake” committee.

Several miles of hike and bike trails have
been created, pedestrian bridges, view
points, etc. have been built, and hundreds
of trees have been planted. The striking suc-
cess of Town Lake must be taken as a signal
that the creative development of the creeks
that flow to it will soon be realized.
WALLER CREEK:

Wealler Creek is rapidly moving toward
fulfillment of its potential. The middle por-
tion, 15th Street to 10th Street, has been
virtually completed as an urban park with
Waterloo Park and Symphony Square. The
upper portion of Waller Creek, that flows
through the University of Texas, is being
planned as a linear park and trail. The lower
portion, from 10th Street to the Colorado
River, is being planned in great detail as a
zone for urban development.

WILD BASIN:

One of the most striking achievements
during the past few years has been the efforts
of a group of citizens to create a nature pre-
serve on Bee Creek, west of downtown Aus-
tin. The idea for a natural park originated
with an environmental group, Now or
Never, who wanted to preserve the area’s

natural beauty and its rare and endangered
inhabitants, the Golden Cheeked Warbler.

A community wide organization was
formed under the title of The Committee
For Wild Basin Park. This group, working
with The Environmental Conservancy Of
Austin And Central Texas, raised consider-
able sums of money and purchased the first
several tracts of land.

The Travis County Commissioners even-
tually voted to assume sponsorship of the park
and the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation agreed
to provide Federal funds for further acquisi-
tion of land, thereby assuring fulfillment
of the idea.

BICENTENNIAL:

Of course the major commitment to the
creeks came when the Bicentennial Com-
mission and the City Council of Austin
selected as its “gift to the nation” A Bold
Plan to Preserve, Restore, and Enbhance the
Creeks of Austin.

A quick review of the successes would
encourage anyone; indeed a great deal has
been accomplished in a relatively short time.
We need only to look at the tremendous un-
fulfilled potential of the greenbelt idea to
realize how much remains to be done. A
project of this scope and importance requires
more than dedicated citizens, or a temporal
cause, in this case the Bicentennial effort,
and whatever funds can be found after the
city’s other needs are fulfilled. At a time
when funds are limited and the competition
for dollars is great, it requires continued citi-
zen interest and influence to make it a plan of
and by the people it will serve, and to insure
that it does not once again become an oppor-
tunity missed and a dream of the past.
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THE LETTUCE ¢ROP

o ATIME.....-

@dﬁy I;o’NWE—nAND e PAMILY WERE
LIVING IN THE VALLEY WHEN THE
GREAT LETTUCE D|SASTER. STRUCK.
QUINCY HApD TO MOVE Hig WIFE AND
29 UTILE BUNNIES To A PLACE

(THE LTTLE BUNNIES LIKED
™ SWIM ALoT!)

|

FORTUNATLY’, SINCLAR O HARE (QUINCY'S znomae)l
WAS LIVING IN AUSTIN AND INVITED QUINCY AND
His FAMILY To LWVE WITH WM UNTIL THEY
FOUND A PILACE To LIVE . QINCLAIR LIVED NEAR
A BEAUTIFUL CREEK WITH LOTS oF TREE'S AMD
A LETTUCE PATCcH NEAR BY.
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WY SINCLAR SIMCLAR. WAS . AND YoU'LL BE & HoPPING
l R | R R i
D GREENBEL

ﬂﬁi;&%‘%@ kw4 ANYWHERE N AUSTIN
WONDERFUL- VIA cREK, OR GREENBELT
BENEFITs OF CORRYIOR,
LIVING NEAR
A CREEK.IN
AUSTIN.

HEY LooK, A
'FOR SALE' 5igN

UYE THE NEIGH -
BORHOOD AND | couLp
PAY FOR \T WITH
A & 1. LOAN

| EVEN

Sy
e

EVEN THE <1y Y5
BUNNIES HAVE
PARK S TD PLAY IN
CAVGE OF THE
CONCERMN Frp.
THE ENVIRON —~
MENT IN THE

INMER TV |

THE NEXT DAY..

THERE’ A BUNCH OF PLACES yoU coULD o
@uwc\/) THE PARK , LETTUCE PATCH , EVEN THE
CINBMAL YoUR Kipg COULD SWIM WITH cAFETY
AND You couLp EVEN BBR | THE LINEAR
PARKS MAKE (T EASY To GET To JueT
ABOUT ANYWHERE AND MORE BUNNIES couLD
USE THE PARKs Too.

THE OHARE's

WHEN [T RAINS, You WON'T HAVE To worRy HAVE FUEE
FLEDDING CAVSE oF THE NATURAL Froow corbr " Ef;ﬂ;{,“w,%“”
ITS JUST ¢ EFFICIENT AS SDNCRETE CHANNEL-  EVER AFTER.
1ZATION ANp 1T LOoKE NICER To0. (wiTh Pk 24

1 “LTTLE BUNNIES)

MORAL.:
LUKE A
BUNNY ANP
BG (BNCERNED
AREUT YOUR
CREEKS .
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