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Vision

ASLA Austin takes the position that the Imagine Austin goals of
compact and connected and nature and city are strongly
connected to the creation of places that are vibrant, healthy, and
meaningful.




Vision

By creating and implementing a land development code that
successfully integrates the built and natural aspects of our
environment, the city can better accommodate population growth,

manage its resources, and improve the quality of life (for all
residents).




Vision
To achieve this integration, ASLA Austin recommends that

CodeNEXT be informed by “green” infill codes such as the Seattle
Green Factor and Washington, D.C.’'s Green Area Ratio.
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Seattle Green Factor - Built Form
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Seattle Green Factor - Built Form
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Seattle Green Factor - City Zones
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Seattle Green Factor - Elements
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Seattle Green Factor - Elements
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Interrelated Topics and Imaglne Austln

Water Conservation
and Management

Urban Heat Island Effects
& Microclimate Modification

Green Infill Regulation
Urban Agriculture
Green Compatibility




Water Conservation and Management

Concerns: New compact and connected areas may increase
Impervious cover and stormwater runoff volumes and velocities.




Water Conservation and Management

Recommendation: Establish
watershed-scale requirements
for green infrastructure that
include minimum amounts of
pervious vegetated cover per
watershed and consider future
build-out conditions.
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Water Conservation and Management

Recommendation: Require on-site water reuse strategies that
iInvolve rainwater, graywater, reclaimed water, stormwater, air
conditioning condensate, and all other appropriate sources.




Water Conservation and Management
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Water Conservation and Management

Recommendation: Incorporate
water collection and distribution
green infrastructure as part of
the ‘Complete Streets’ effort to
treat stormwater runoff before it
enters creeks and lakes.




Urban Heat Island Effects and
Microclimate Modification

Concerns: Increasing surface areas of roadways as well as
buildings absorb heat within the city center and contribute to
rising temperatures in metropolitan areas.
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Urban Heat Island Effects and
Microclimate Modification

Recommendation: Recognizing the importance of a cool, shaded
public, and private realm by establishing required minimum
performance criteria for microclimate modification—including the
preservation of existing shade trees and the use of new shade
trees, green walls, shade structures, green roofs, pervious
pavement, etc.—to relieve urban heat island effects.




Urban Heat Island Effects and
Microclimate Modifiation
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Green Infill Regulation

Concerns: Increasingly compact and connected areas are leading
to not only the development of parcels, but the redevelopment of

them.




Green Infill Regulation

Recommendation: Encouraging the principles set forth in the
Sustainable Sites Initiative, implementing a rating system
developed by ASLA, the Lady Bird Wildflower Center of The
University of Texas, and the US Botanic Garden would be
beneficial to these transformatinne

SITES v2

Rating System

For Sustainable Land Design and Development




Green Infill Regulation

Recommendation: Requiring that redevelopment projects
(especially in key centers and along major corridors) cluster
development in a way that decreases the effective overall impact
of impervious cover and, where applicable, enhances
groundwater recharge.




Green Infill Regulation

Recommendation: Developing specific and targeted incentives
that offset the negative aspects of urban growth—such as
iIncreased impervious cover and loss of tree canopy—to maintain
neighborhood character and city-wide ecological productivity and
integrity.
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Urban Agriculture

Concerns: Agriculturally productive parcels can be a great
amenity to a city. They provide support to populations of
pollinators, access to healthy nutritional food options, and help to
manage food waste by providing composting sites.




Urban Agriculture

Recommendation: Incorporating provisions and guidelines in the
new code that make urban farms, community gardens, and front
and backyard gardens possible.
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Green Compatibility

Concerns: Increasing use of land in a city that is becoming more
compact and connected can result incompatible (or at least
undesired) adjacencies.




Green Compatibility

Recommendation: Employing green infrastructure in compatibility
setbacks to mitigate impacts of commercial and multifamily zoning
on adjacent single-family residential development.
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Green Compatibility
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Green Compatibility

Compatibility Proposed Green Infrastructure/Landscape Buffer

Sites Greater Than 20,000 sf
No Balconies
Green Wall
Green
=)
CMU Wall Live Oak _ J.Roof
Property Line| | . ., ; Multi-Family

i |
¥ i . -] \ TTT T T T T T T T 3T I T I I
T T T T T T T T T T T 1T 1 [TTT T T T T T T T T 1T I||||| IIIIII

SF Residence 7=
[T e AN R
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T~ TTTT T T I T

i Ground Cover
¢ and Drainage Swale
11 T T oD O g O L ol L

e wrwmﬁmhﬂ @ﬁ‘\j.




Going Forward

Recommendation: Strengthening of the role of specific City
entities (including the Office of Sustainability and the Imagine
Austin Green Infrastructure Regulatory Team [GIRT]), Boards and
Commissions, and other regulatory bodies within the process of
forming the new code and in the efficient administration of the

code.




Going Forward

Recommendation: That the groups mentioned in the above item
collaborate with the code consultant team in the presentation of a
CodeTALK on Nature and the City in early 2015.
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Going Forward

Recommendation: That a key team member, who is a licensed
landscape architect in the State of Texas, be designated to ensure
that the core green infrastructure and sustainable water priority
programs are integrated into the code.




Going Forward

Recommendation: That the CodeNEXT process provide a formal
mechanism by which ASLA Austin can contribute as an informed
professional stakeholder organization so that the core nature and
city principles adopted in Imagine Austin are carried forward.
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Eleanor McKinney, McKinney Landscape Architect, Chair
Steven Spears, ASLA Austin Section Chair

Chris Jackson, TBG

llse Frank, Studio Balcones

Allan Shearer, Asst. Professor, UT School of Architecture
Alisa West, WestShop

Tim Bargainer, Baker-Aicklen

Patrick Dean, Carillo Dean

Mike Fishbaugh, Coleman and Associates

Enrique Serna, Consort, Inc.

Margaret Robinson, Asakura Robinson

Alex Ramirez, Design Workshop
Roberto Garcia, Garcia Design
John Gleason, John Gleason LLC
Brent Luck, Luck Design Team
Eric Schulz, Owen Snell, dwg.
Becky Rupel, Peter Dufrene, RVI
Joan Hyde, Resource Design
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ASLA Contact

Eleanor McKinney, Chair ASLA Austin, CodeNEXT Committee
ehmla@swbell.net

Becky Rupel, Secretary ASLA Austin Section
AustinTXASLA@texasasla.com

Link to ASLA’s CodeNEXT Issue Paper
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/viewpoints
under Submittals, ASLA




