
Parkland Dedication 2014  
 



Today’s Parkland Dedication 
Ordinance  

Land  Fee 

5 acres per 1,000 residents 
 

(based on standard size for a 
neighborhood park in 2006) 

 

 $650 per unit 

5  X  Density X  Units 

Private parks open to the public 
count 50% 

Affordable units exempt Affordable units exempt 
 



What is a park? 

Place to be in nature 

Gathering place 

Small place to play 

Neighborhood place to play 



DRAFT October 19, 2006 

Parkland Dedication Applicability  

 Land Development Code requires land or fees in 
Sub-division Ordinance. (Code Reference:25-4-212)  
Ordinance adopted in 1985. 

 Applicability:   
 Sub-dividing raw land, or replatting  
 Residential land uses only:  single family, multi-

family including mixed use.  
 Projects that are building 5 or more lots are 

required to comply with PLD ordinance 
 .  

 Applicants have two options : 
Fees in lieu of land (most common) 
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Ordinance does not apply to: 

 Commercial properties; 

 Property redeveloping but not sub-dividing; 

 Residential subdivisions with four single 
family lots or less; 

 Any legal lot residential development that is 
not sub-divided; ie. . large lot multi-family 
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How does the ordinance work 

 Basic formula:  5 acres of land for every 1,000 
residents. 

 If less than 5 acres are required, PARD has the 
option of requiring fees in lieu of land. 
 At least 50% of the land must be of level, well drained 

surface suitable for activity development. 

 If PARD chooses to accept the fees;  fees are 
based on the required value of the land.    

 

 

 



Parks = Quality of Life = Economic Growth  











 
Proximate Principle  

    

Property values increase near parkland 
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Acres per 1,000 population is in decline 
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Year   *Bond Year 

Park Acres Per 1000 Population 

Acres Per 1000
COA Standard

24 



Current Parkland Dedication Fee 

$2,700 

$1,600  

$1,000  

$650  

$500  



 

 

Current Fee < Land + Facilities  
 

Quality of Life is decreasing 



 

 

Striking a balance for existing and 
future residents 

New Fee = Land + Facilities 
 



 

Choices  
 
 Increase taxes  

 
 Lower Austin Quality of Life 

 
 Development pays for itself 

Three Ways to Pay 



Park staff recommends a structure that: 

1) Is based on the current level of service 

2) Is based on a per person demand instead of a per 
unit demand 

3) Has a Land requirement 

4) Has a Fee in-lieu of land 

5) Has a Park development fee 

Staff Recommendation 



Per Person Demand 

= Medium Density 

= Low Density 

= High Density 

2.8 2.8 2.8 

2.2 2.2 2.2 

1.7 1.7 



Fee Paid in Land 

9.4 acres (current level of service)  X (Number of Units) X (Residents per Unit) 

1,000 



Fee In Lieu of Land 

= $1,030 

= $809 

= $625 
= $368 



Park Development Fee 

= $410  

= $521  

= $317 



Copperfield Neighborhood Park 



Del Curto Neighborhood Park 



Total Fee in Lieu of Land and  
Park Development Fee 

= $1,219  

= $1,551  

= $942 



Proposed Parkland Dedication Fee 

$2,700 

$1,551 

$1,219 

$942  



 

 

 

Any Questions? 

 

Any Comments? 

Questions or Comments 


