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November 4,2014 

The Honorable Lee Lefifingwell 
The Honorable Chris Riley 
The Honorable Mike Martinez 
The Honorable Kathie Tovo 
The Honorable Laura Morrison 
The Honorable Bill Spelman 
The Honorable Sheryl Cole 

RE: City of Austin Coyote Policy 

Dear Members of the Austin City Council: 

Travis County and the City of Austin's current Dangerous Wildlife Mitigation Policy was 
implemented in response to an increase in aggressive behavior of urban coyotes and 
escalated concerns from our citizens. Working together, we established an Interiocal 
Agreement that addresses the need for a comprehensive wildlife damage management 
program to control the problem. The Commissioners Court first approved an hiteriocal 
Cooperation Agreement for Wildlife Damage Management with the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service - Wildlife Services in FY'05. 

The contract pays for a fiill-tirae wildlife biologist to respond to complaints about damage 
caused by wildlife and to remedy the problem by public education, wildlife behavior 
modification and, i f necessary, removal. The goals'of the program are to reduce threats to 
property, health and safety caused by wildlife-primarily coyotes. 
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attacked. 
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I appreciate the opportunity to share our concerns and firm belief that the proposed policy 
should not be adopted. 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

[ON DAVIS 
Commissioner, Pet. 1 

fjo \loTe 

SAMUEL TBISCOE 
Travis County Judge 

GERALD DAUGHERTY 
Commissioner, Pet. 3 

BRUCETODD 
Commissioner, Pet. 2 

MARGARET J. GOMEZ 
Commissioner, Pet. 4 



WILDLIFE SERVICES 

EXTEfMSIiON 
Ms. Abigail Smith October 31, 2014 
Chief Animal Services Oftlcer 
Au.stin Animal Services 
7.101 Levandcr Loop 
Austin. Texas 78702 

Dear Ms.Smith: 

t his letter is in response to the Draft Coyote Policy that will go before city council on November 6, 
2014, The Texas Wildlife Services Program currently has an agreement with the City of Austin and 
Fravis Countj* to conduct a comprehensive coyote management program in Austin and Travis County, 
rhe coyote management program began in 2005 when Travis County and the City of Austin provided 
funding for a coyote management biologist assigned to the Travis County Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Oflfice. Wildlife Services personnel met with city and county ofTicials to develop a plan for 
managing conflicts between people and coyotes in Travis County. The plan, based on urban coyote 
behavioral research, was developed with input fi^m citizens, elected officials, law enforcement, 
w ildlife professionals and other interested parties in Travis County and included nonlethal and lethal 
control options, with an emphasis on nonlethal control. The lethal control methods currently 
employed to manage aggressive coyotes in this program meet U.S. and International standards for 
humanness and are essential to resolving human/coyote conflicts in some circum.stances. Wildlife 
Ser\ ices personnel assigned to Travis County are wildlife biologists knowledgeable of coyote 
behavior and trained in the humane and .selective use of these methods. The.se methods are also 
practical and very effective when used by Wildlife Services personnel. The City of Austin Draft 
t-'oyote Policy excludes the use of foothold traps and snares to capture select coyotes in the City of 
Austin. The proposed policy allows for the use of only cage traps to capture .select coyotes. Cage 
traps are not an effective or practical option for removing coyotes. Subsequently, the limitations that 
w ill be placed on the current coyote management program by the Draft Coyote Policy will likely result 
in elevated levels of aggression and concerns/threats to public safety associated with human/coyote 
conHicls and will not allow for an effective coyote management program in the City of Austin. 

Sincerely, ^ 

cm. 
/Ciary McEwen 
District Supervisor 
Texas Wildllife Services Program 
P.O. Box 604 
Bryan, fexas 77806 
979/845-6201 

College Station District Office 
StwetAddivss ^ ^ Mailing AMress: 
RiveisuJe Campus ^ ^ ^ * ^ 
3100 State Hwy 47 fi^^ %WV Bryan, TX 77806 
BUg 4431. Rm 225 
Bryan, TX 77807 

Tel 979 845,6201 
Fax 979 845 6203 
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