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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 26, 2015 
PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

FOR CODE COMPLIANCE 
2103 ROSEWOOD AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Potential demolition of a ca. 1948 commercial building now converted to apartments. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled masonry commercial building with a shed-roofed, 
two-story porch on plain square wood posts; 
RESEARCH 

The property was owned by Maurice and Lillian Joyner in the late 1940s; they built several 
buildings on this site, including a masonry residence, a frame residence, and this two-story 
masonry commercial buildings.  Maurice Joyner was a restauranteur; he had the Del-Nata 
Restaurant at 1629 Rosewood Avenue before moving to this location; here, he first had an 
ice cream parlor, then opened the Harlem Cafe.  He had another restaurant called 
Maurice’s Tea Room at 1629 Rosewood Avenue, which eventually moved to 1508 Rosewood 
Avenue.  The Harlem Cafe then became the City Barbecue restaurant, operated by M.C. 
Parks.  By the mid-1960s, the building had lost its commercial uses, and was divided into 
apartments. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The building is not listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff does not believe that the house has historical or architectural significance to warrant 
a further hearing by the Commission upon application for demolition, but would 
recommend documentation of the building if the Code Compliance Department and 
Building and Standards Commission orders demolition of the building. 
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2103 Rosewood Avenue 
ca. 1948 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2103 Rosewood Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2014 
 
1992  A: John H. Callins, renter 
   Retired 
  B: Johnny M. Madina, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Johnny M. Madina was a new 
resident at this address. 

  C: Anita C. Bookman, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Anita C. Bookman was a new 
resident at this address. 

  D: Maria Segura, renter 
   No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Maria Segura was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1985-86 A: No return 
  B: Ezula M. Mason, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  C: No return 
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1981  A: Lester Lamar, renter 
   No occupation listed 

B: Larry Williams, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  C: Vacant 
 
1977  A: Johnny C. Evans, renter 
   Student 

NOTE:- The directory indicates that Johnny C. Evans was a new 
resident at this address. 

  B Dorothy M. Howard, renter 
   Employed by the Ramada Inn (multiple locations) 
  C: Vacant 
 
1973  A: Barbara Scott, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Clarice Ellison, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  C: Bella Westby, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1968  A: Joseph L. Coleman, renter 
   No occupation listed 
  B: Rev. Earl and Clarice Anderson, renters 
   Pastor, Church of God in Christ (multiple locations) 
 
1962  Maurice and Lillian Joyner, owners 
  Proprietor, Maurice’s Tea Room, 1508 Rosewood Avenue. 
 
1959  Maurice and Lillian Joyner, owners 
  Proprietor, Maurice’s Tea Room, restaurant, 1508 Rosewood Avenue. 
 
  City’s Barbecue, restaurant 
  M.C. Parks, proprietor 
  NOTE:  M.C. Parks lived at 1612 Miriam Avenue. 
 
1955  Maurice and Lillian Joyner, owners 
  Proprietor, Maurice’s Tea Room, restaurant, 1508 Rosewood Avenue. 

Also listed are Maurice Joyner, Jr., a porter at E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, 
department store, 6th Street and Congress Avenue; and Mandy Joyner, a 
domestic worker. 

 
1952  Maurice and Lillian Joyner, owners 

Maurice: Proprietor, Maurice’s Tea Room, restaurant, 1629 Rosewood 
Avenue,. 

Lillian: Maid, Wilmer and Velma Cochran, 1805 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  Wilmer Cochran was the proprietor of the Austin News Agency, 13th and 
Red River Streets. 

 
  Harlem Cafe 
  Maurice Joyner, [proprietor 
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1949  Four Brothers, ice cream 
  Maurice Joyner, proprietor 
  NOTE:  Maurice and Lillian Joyner also lived on site. 
 
1947  The address is not listed. 

NOTE:  Maurice Joyner (Lillian is not listed), was the proprietor of the Del-Nata 
restaurant, 1629 Rosewood Avenue; he also lived at 1629 Rosewood Avenue. 

 
 

 
Building permit to Maurice Joyner for a masonry house (1947) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Maurice Joyner for 2103-B Rosewood Avenue (1947) 
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Sewer connection application by Maurice Joyner for this address (1948) 

 

 
Water service permit to Maurice Joyner for the front portion of the property (1948) 
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Building permit to Maurice Joyner for the construction of a frame residence at 2103-B 

Rosewood Avenue (1947) 
 

 
Building permit to Maurice Joyner for the construction of a masonry commercial building and 

living quarters (1948) 
 
 
 


