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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 23, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2014-1131 
4807 AND 4809 HARMON AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a two ca. 1950 houses. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The house at 4807 Harmon Avenue is a one-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame 
house with a central, shed-roofed entry hood on ornamental metal posts; metal-framed 
casement windows. 

The house at 4809 Harmon Avenue is a one-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame 
house with a full-width, shed-roofed, independent porch; single and paired 6:6 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house at 4807 Harmon Avenue was built in 1950; the first owner and occupant of the 
house was Helen C. Smith, a widow, who worked as a receptionist and clerk at the General 
Land Office.  There is little information about Helen Smith – unfortunately, there was 
another Helen C. Smith in Austin at the same time, also a widow, and the available 
information referencing Helen C. Smith concerns the one that was not married to a man 
named John.  Helen Smith retired from her job at the General Land Office in the mid-
1960s, and lived in this house until around 1990. 

The house at 4809 Harmon Avenue was also built in 1950; it was owned and occupied by 
Herman and Leta Morisey through the early 1990s.  Herman Morisey was a repairman for 
the City Electric Department for many years; he retired in the early 1970s.  Leta Morisey 
worked as a telephone operator and clerk for the State Railroad Commission through the 
1960s.  They had several children; all had clerking jobs. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

Neither house appears in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage retention of the houses and the construction of additions if feasible; neither 
house qualifies as a historic landmark, and although this section of Harmon Avenue has 
several new 2-story houses and apartment complexes, the numbered streets running 
between Harmon Avenue and Airport Boulevard are relatively untouched and comprise a 
neighborhood of post-World War II single-story frame houses much like these.  These 
houses represent the typical residential construction in the neighborhood, and as such, 
contribute to the character of this 1940s-1950s neighborhood.  Careful consideration should 
be given to whether removal is necessary, or if they can be incorporated into the applicant’s 
proposed development scheme.  If rehabilitation and re-use of these houses is not feasible, 
then staff recommends relocation over demolition, but release of the permit upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 

4807 Harmon Avenue 
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ca. 1950 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

4807 Harmon Avenue 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2015 
 
1992  Billy Ferren, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Billy Ferren was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 H.C. Smith, renter 
  Retired 
 
1981  H.C. Smith, renter 
  Retired 
 
1977  H.C. Smith, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1973  Helen C. Smith, owner 
  Widow, John D. Smith 
  Retired 
 
1968  Helen C. Smith, owner 
  Widow, John D. Smith 
  Retired 
 
1962  Helen C. Smith, owner 
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  Widow, John D. Smith 
  Clerk, General Land Office 
 
1959  Helen C. Smith, owner 

Widow, John D. Smith 
  Clerk, General Land Office 
 
1955  Helen C. Smith, owner 
  Widow, John D. Smith 
  Receptionist, General Land Office 
 
1952  Helen Smith, owner 
  Receptionist, General Land Office 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Helen C. Smith is listed at 1501 W. 9th Street; she was a receptionist at 
the General Land Office. 

 
 

 
Building permit to Frank Clements for the construction of this house (1950) 
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Water service permit for this address (1950) 
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4809 Harmon Avenue 
ca. 1950 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

4809 Harmon Avenue 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2015 
 
1992  Herman and Leta H. Morrissey, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Harmon and Leta H. Morrissey, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Herman and Leta Morrissey, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Herman: Electrical inspector, City Water and Light Department 
  Leta:  Clerk, State Railroad Commission 
 
1962  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Herman: Serviceman, City Water and Light Department 
  Leta:  Telephone operator, State Railroad Commission 

Also listed is Carolyn Morisey, a typist in the City Tax Assessor and Collector’s 
Office. 
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1959  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Serviceman, City Water and Light Department 

Also listed are Carolyn Morisey, no occupation stated; and Freddie Morisey, a 
clerk at 7-11 Dairy Stores (multiple locations) 

 
1955  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Employed by the City Electrical Department 

Also listed are Dorothy Morisey, a cashier for the Telephone Company; and 
Freddie J. Morisey, a student. 

 
1952  Herman and Leta Morisey, owners 
  Repairman, City Electric Department 
  Also listed is JoAnn Morisey, an office secretary. 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Herman and Leta Morisey are listed at 704 E. 16th Street; he was a rural 
serviceman for the City Light Department. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Herman and Leta Morisey (ca. 1950 – ca. 1993) 
Herman Morisey appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as a roomer in the home of G.M. and Della 
Taylor at 206 W. 7th Street in Austin.  He was 25, single, had been born in Arkansas, and was a 
lineman for the telephone company.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows Herman and Leta Morisey 
renting a house in Johnson City, Blanco County, Texas.  Herman Morisey was a 35-year old 
lineman for the LCRA; Leta Morisey was 30, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 3 children: Joann, 7; Dorothy, 5; and Freddie, 3.  The family had lived in rural 
Blanco County in 1935. 
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Obituary of Leta Morisey 

Austin American-Statesman, May 8, 1986 
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Obituary of Herman Morisey 

Austin American-Statesman, December 7, 1993 
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Building permit to Richard Avent for the construction of this house (1950) 

 

 
Water service permit for this address (1950) 
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Building permit to Herman Morisey for the removal of the existing kitchen and the construction 

of a kitchen and family room addition to the rear (1962) 
 

 
 
 


