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ASLA Austin | CodeNEXT

Austin needs a visionary, integrated, custom code that recognizes the positive contributions of ecological
systems to the qualities of our city’s urban form. Frameworks that maintain and improve our ecological resources
should be at the forefront of our future plans to alow Austin to accommodate rapid population growth, strain
on infrastructure, and a constantly challenged fresh water supply. The sensitive calibration of Compact and
Connected and Nature and City needs to be given serious consideration throughout Austin's future Community
Character policies.

Imagine Austin’s Promise

Imagine Austin, the city’s comprehensive plan completed in 2012, provides a collective strategy for meeting the
significant challenges of the 21st century. Implementing the plan will require the coordination of many efforts
and among the mast important of these is the revision of Austin’s land development code. To achieve the aims
of the plan, we highlight three policies that will have broad implications for the relationships between Compact
and Connected and Nature and City:

“Integrate citywide and regional green infrastructure to include such elements as preserves and parks, stream corridors, green streets,
greenways, and agricultural lands and the trail system into the urban environment and the transportation network.” LUT P23

“Integrate green infrastructure elements such as the urban forest, gardens, green buildings, stormwater treatment and infiltration
facilities and green streets into the urban design of the city through "green” development practices and regulations” LUT P34

“Adopt innovative programs, practices, and technologies to increase envnronmentai quality and sustainability and reduce Austin’s carbon
footprint through the conservation of natural resources” CEP12

Austin’s Cultural Values

Environment, culture, and design are layered in the ways we shape form and density to create urban fabric. The
unigue Austin culture, which is renowned internationally, is defined by our close connection with nature in the
city. This urban-nature cohesion has historically set Austin apart from its bigger brother and sister cities in Texas.
Conserving this connection is one of our cultural values. Emphasizing elements that define the city as natural,
such-as green infrastructure, a healthy urban tree canopy, air quality, and a sustainable water supply WI|| allow
Austin to maintain its vitality and encourage a healthy coexistence of humans, flora, and fauna.

Austin’s Environmental Legacy and Future

Thefeaturesthathave made our city sounique, attractive,andlivable aretheabundance of natural areasintegrated
into our urban form through the river and creek system, the predominance of tree cover, the emphasis on green
infrastructure, and the creativity of our outdoor urban spaces. Public and private access to nature in the heart of
the city has time and again proved to be a significant value for Austinites and supports our healthy quality of life.
These unique characteristics and our values have contributed to an economic competitive edge by attracting
businesses and the talent who desire our lifestyle. As a relatively young city, A stin has the opportunity to
establish a progressive, innovative land development code that protects and enhances the natural beauty and
the health, safety, and welfare of our citizens. The CodeNEXT Land Development Code rewrite should place the



same importance on Nature and City as it does on Compact and Connected as described in Imagine Austin.

Current CodeNEXT Concerns

ASLA Austin is concerned that certain precedent form-based codes from other cities that focus simply on the
built environment and walkability will not provide a framework that is appropriate for Austin's values or its
specific environmental challenges—inciuding urban heat island effects, drought, periodic flash floods, and air
guality. Austin needs a custom code that combines form-related and environmental interests into one holistic
document. Landscape urbanism is a term for organizing the form of the city around its natural patterns and
attributes. The form-based code’s urban transect can be achieved within the ecological framework of an
integrated systems approach. There is an opportunity to adopt the principles of landscape urbanism and allow
our city and region to mature and urbanize in a gentler, more respectful way, one that wilt preserve and enhance
our city’s natural systems while benefitting the associated urban form.

Need for an Integrated Code Combining Ecological Systems and Urban Form

The code needs to function not enly on a policy scale, but also on the detail scale within which design
professionals can creatively implement policy intentions.

. The code should be informed by research on “green” codes that integrate nature and the city.

- The code should include performance criteria for ecosystem services that support health,
safety and welfare.

. The code should be flexible and allow policy intentions to be met through a balance of environmental

. concerns and built form.

. The code should work across scales, from zoning regulations to environmental criteria to design
guidelines,

. The code should evolve over time by accommodating advances in technology and improvements in
technique.

ASLA Austin is ready and willing to help provide an understanding for an ecological systems-based approach to
the CodeNEXT process. We propose to provide open forums on specific topics in regional ecology, collaborate
with the consultant team and city staff to identify best practices in green codes, support innovative green
infrastructure solutions, work with other design and environmental professionals in the development of design
guidelines, and provide comments on CodeNEXT documents as they are developed.

We welcome the opportunity to work with our city's code writers to develop the best possible code for Austin’s
future that honors its environmental legacy.

For Reference:

ImagineAustin Comprehensive Plan. City Council Adopted, June 15, 2012, {Policies LUT P5, 11, 22, 23, 29,30, 33,34, 35; CEP3, 4, 5,6, 11,12, 14; CFS P4,
5, 14; CFS Pa4, 47; 5 P25,29; C P16, 17: Priority Programs 1,2, 4, 8; Action Matrix LUT A5, 8,14, 19, 28, 32, 36,37,39, 45: HNA15; CE A3,6,7,10,15,16,22; CFS
A3,7,9,10,12,23,25,36,37,38,39; CAZ)

ImagineAustin 2013 Annual Report. Topic Groups - Compact and Connected, Nature and City, Creativity and Econemy, Healthy and Affordable, vii.
Nature and Cities Symposium: Urban Ecological Design and Planning, University of Texas Austin, School of Architecture, 2/28-3/01, 2014, http://www.s0a.
utexas.edu/calendar/natureandcities/

ASLA'S Becoming Greenest: Recammendations for a More Sustainable Washington D.C. Executive Summary.

“Why We Need an Urban Sustainable Development Goal” by Thomas Elmaqvist. March 5th, 2014. Sustainable Cities Collective.

The Sustainable Sites Initiative. Collaborative Project by ASLA, US Botanic Garden, The University of Texas at Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.
http//www.wildflower.org.
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October 6, 2014

Honorable Mayor Leffingwelt and Council Members
City of Austin

P.O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767

Dear Mayor Leffingwell and Council Members,

As President of the Texas Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects (TXASLA), | am sending this
tetter in support of ASLA Austin’s Recommendations for CodeNEXT. Nationally, ASLA's members are promoting
and implementing the very same sustainability goals that the Austin hopes to achieve. ASLA's recently issued
Green Infrastructure Guidelines and the successful adoptions of infill green codes in Washington, DC and Seattle,
WA are at the vanguard of urban design policies and practices. TXASLA has been actively engaged with the Austin
Section's efforts to share our profession's commitment to improving built and natural environments locally.

Imagine Austin offers a bold and forward thinking plan for sustainability. The land development code—which is
critical for making this shared vision become a reality—must be as ambitious and as thoughtful. We strongly
advocate that the priority programs of "Sustainably Managing Our Water Resources"” and "Using Green
infrastructure to Protect Environmentally Sensitive Areas" be integrated throughout the revisions made in the
CodeNEXT process. Specifically, we recommend a combination of use-, form-, and performance-based codes that
address: {1) water conservation and management, (2) the mitigation of urban heat island effects, {3) infill
regulations that minimize oss of pervious ground cover and tree canopy, (4} the promotion of urban agriculture,
and (5) use of green buffers to separate incompatible land uses. These actions will help achieve the integration of
Nature and City that is a foundational principle in Imagine Austin.

TXASLA endorses the recommendations of ASLA Austin:

s that the role of specific city entities be strengthened in CodeNEXT such as the Green Infrastructure Regulatory
Team and the Environmental Board;

+ that ASLA Austin be designated a key stakeholder in the process;

= that the groups mentioned above coltlaborate on a CodeTALK on the relationships hetween Nature and City;

« that a key team member, who is a licensed Landscape Architect in the State of Texas, be designated to ensure
that the core green infrastructure and sustainable water priority programs are integrated into the code.

Landscape Architects in Texas creatively combine extensive understanding of our regional ecology, responsive
insight on our communities' cultures, and demonstrated technical skill for building vibrant and resilient
communities. Experiences working with private clients and public stakeholders provide our members with an
informed, professional perspective that can contribute to the making of a viable and robust code. We understand
that the CodeNEXT process offers a tremendous opportunity to improve the City of Austin. It will also be a model
that influences land development discussions in other Texas cities and in communities across the nation. TXASLA
and ASLA Austin are motivated and prepared to contribute to this very important endeavor.

Thank you for your consideration,

g

Timothy May, PLA—Texas Registration #1227
TXASLA, Chapter President



