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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 23, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0126 
1813 BRACKENRIDGE STREET AND 1814 DRAKE AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish two houses: a ca.  1909 house at 1813 Brackenridge Street, and a ca. 1936 house 
at 1814 Drake Avenue.  Both houses are on the same lot. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The ca. 1909 house at 1813 Brackenridge Street is a one-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-
roof frame house with a central, partial-width, shed-roofed independent porch; fenestration 
consists of 1:1 frame windows in single, double, and a triple configuration. 
The ca. 1936 house at 1814 Drake Avenue is a one-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled 
frame house with a central, shed-roofed entry hood; single and paired 1:1 fenestration; 
synthetic siding and shutters. 
RESEARCH 

1813 Brackenridge Street 
The house at 1813 Brackenridge Street dates from 1910; the first occupant was E. 
Lafayette Young and his wife, Lena.  E. Lafayette (Lafe) Young was an insurance agent 
while he lived in this house; he later became a constable in the 1920s and the chief of 
detectives for the Austin Police Department.  He and Lena lived here until round 1912. 
The house was occupied by Houston Harris, a barber, around 1912, and by Lon Light, a 
horse trader in 1914, then was vacant until around 1919, when it was purchased by the 
Rev. Courtland P. Craig and his wife, Adda.  Courtland Craig was a native of Missouri, and 
was the pastor at the Canterbury Street Christian Church, and later the First street 
Christian Church.  He and Adda lived here until around 1925, when they moved to 
Lancaster, Texas, where he was a minister.  They rented this house in the late 1920s until 
their return to Austin around 1933.  Rev. Craig returned to the ministry until his death in 
1938; Adda Craig continued to live here until her death in 1976.  From the mid-1950s, until 
the early 1960s, Adda Craig had a rental unit in this house. 
1814 Drake Avenue 
The house at 1814 Drake Avenue was built as a rental property by Courtland and Adda 
Craig (the owners of the house at 1813 Brackenridge) in 1936.  Their tenants included the 
manager of a paint store, a mailman, a bindery worker, and a maid.  The Craigs’ son, 
Robert, and his wife, Pauline, rented the house in the late 1940s.  Robert Craig was a 
pressman for A.C. Baldwin and Sons, bookbinders and printers.  The house had a high 
turnover of tenants over the years. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house at 1813 Brackenridge Street is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 
Survey (1984) but with no priority for research.  The house at 1814 Drake Avenue is not 
listed in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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1813 Brackenridge Street: Either postpone to April 27, 2015 or initiate a historic zoning 
case.  This house has architectural and historical significance, and there should be a full 
evaluation of alternatives to demolition. 
1814 Drake Avenue:  Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house has 
neither the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant individual designation 
as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1813 Brackenridge Street 
ca. 1909 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1813 Brackenridge Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2011 
 
1992  Jo A. Erwin, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Jo A. Erwin was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 A. Beeson, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that A. Beeson was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  Retired 
 
1972  Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  No occupation listed 
 
1969  Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  No occupation listed 
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1963  Adda Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 

Baby sitter (at the house) 
 
  B: Offie Leonard, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1958  Adda B. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  Governess 
 
  B: No return 
 
1953  Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, C.P. Craig 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Adda S. Craig, owner 

Widow, C.P. Craig 
No occupation listed 

 
1947  Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Mrs. Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Mrs. Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  Mrs. Adda S. Craig, owner 
  Widow, Courtland P. Craig 
  Study hall keeper, Texas School for the Deaf 
  Also listed is Charles E. Craig, no occupation stated. 

 
1937  Rev. Courtland P. and Adda Craig, owners 

No occupation listed 
Also listed is Courtland P. Craig, Jr., a clerk. 

 
1935  Rev. Courtland P. and Adda Craig, owners 

No occupation listed 
Also listed is Courtland P. Craig, Jr., no occupation stated. 

 
1932-33 W. Renick and Bertha Hendrix, renters 

Clerk, Handy Andy Grocery, 1200 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1930-31 William R. and Bertha M. Hendrix, renters 

Driver, Norwood Motoramp, 7th and Colorado Streets, 
 
1929  W. Renwick and Bertha Hendrix, renters 
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Salesman, Bon Ton Baking Company, 1307 Lavaca Street. 

 
1927  W. Renwick and Bertha Hendrix, renters 
  Salesman 
 
1924  Rev. Courtland P. and Adda Craig, owners  
  Pastor, First Street Christian Church, 1400 E. 1st Street. 
 
1922  Rev. Courtland P. and Adda Craig, owners 
  Pastor, Canterbury Street Christian Church, 82 Anthony Street. 
 
1920  Rev. Courtland P. and Adda Craig, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1918  Vacant 
 
1916  Vacant 
 
1914  Lon Light 
  Horse trader 
 
1912-13 Houston E. Harris 

Barber, William A. Barclay and William W. Wright, New Tonsorial Barber Shop, 
billiard, and pool parlor, 703 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  E. Lafayette Young is not listed in the directory. 

 
1910-11 E. Lafayette Young 
  Insurance agent 
 
1909-10 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  E. Lafayette Young is listed at 1509 Newton Street; he was an agent for 
the Texas Life Insurance Company (not listed in the directory). 

 
The sewer tap permit dates from 1925. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
E. Lafayette and Lena L. Young (ca. 1909 – ca. 1912) 
Lafe and Lena Young appear in the 1910 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which is not 
numbered, on Brackenridge Street in Austin.  Lafe Young was 37, had been born in Texas to 
Kentucky-born parents, and was an insurance agent.  Lena Young was 34, had been born in 
Texas to Mississippi-born parents, and had no occupation listed.  They had 3 children: daughter 
Alva, 15; son, Otis, 8; and daughter Willie, 3. All of the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows E.L. and Lena L. Young as the owners of the house at 4504 
Avenue F.  E.L. Young was the 47-year old manager of an insurance company.  Lena Young, 
44, had no occupation listed.  Their children listed at home were son Ardis E. [Otis], 18, an auto 
mechanic; daughter Willie, 13; and son Roy M., 6. 
 
Lena Young died in 1925.  According to his 1940 death certificate, E.L. Young was divorced 
when he died at Austin State Hospital. 
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Austin Statesman, July 9, 1922 

 
 

 
Austin Statesman, November 28, 1922 
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Austin Statesman, January 18, 1923 
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Austin Statesman, December 17, 1923 
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Austin Statesman, February 24, 1924 
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Austin Statesman, July 7, 1924 
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Austin Statesman, July 28, 1924 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of Lena Young 

Austin American, December 28, 1925 
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Obituary of Lena Young 

Austin Statesman, December 28, 1925 
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Obituary of E. Lafayette (Lafe) Young 

Austin American, March 27, 1940 
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Obituary of Lafe Young 

Austin Statesman, March 26, 1940 
 
 
Rev. Courtland P. and Adda Craig (ca. 1919 – ca. 1925 and ca. 1933 – ca. 1976) 
Courtland and Adda Craig appear in the 1920 U.S. Census as the owners of this house.  
Courtland Craig was 48, had been born in Missouri, and was a minister.  Adda Craig was 34, 
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 3 children: Robert A., 11; 
Charles E., 8; and Courtland, Jr., 2.  All the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Courland and Adda Craig renting a house in Lancaster, Texas, 
where Courtland was a clergyman in a Christian Church.  Adda Craig had no occupation listed.  
Their son Robert was a linotype operator; son Charles was an apprentice in a mechanic’s shop.  
Courtland, Jr., had no occupation listed, and the family included a daughter, Carol Jean, 7. 
 
According to his 1938 death certificate, Courtland Prentice Craig was living in this house at the 
time of his death.  He had been born in Windsor, Missouri in 1872 and was a retired minister. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Adda S. Craig as the owner of this house, which was worth 
$1,800.  She was a 54-year old Texas-born widow, who was the supervisor of a study hall at the 
Deaf Institute.  She had 3 children: Charles, 29, an advertising agent for a gasoline service 
station; Courtland, 21, a clerk in a grocery store; and Carol Jean, 17, who had no occupation 
listed.  All of the children had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Rev. Courtland P. Craig 

Austin American, August 9, 1938 
 

 
Obituary of Rev. Courtland P. Craig 
Austin Statesman, August 9, 1938 
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Obituary of Adda S. Craig 

Austin American-Statesman, May 31, 1976 
 
William Renick and Bertha Hendrix (ca. 1925 – ca. 1933) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows W. Renick and Bertha Hendrix as the renters of this house.  W. 
Renick Hendrix was 34, had been born in Texas, and was a helper in a car storage facility.  
Bertha Hendrix was 29, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 
daughters: Ozelma, 8; and Julia B., 2.  Both girls had been born in Texas.  By 1940, according 
to the U.S. Census, the Hendrix family was renting the house at 111 E. Milton Street.  William R. 
Hendrix was the manager of a grocery store; Bertha Hendrix was a seamstress at home. 
Neither of their daughters had an occupation listed. 

 
Building permit to Courtland P. Craig for the construction of a rear frame addition (1940) 
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Building permit to Courtland P. Craig for the construction of a frame garage (1941) 
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The house appears on the 1922 Sanborn map. 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house with a slightly larger back porch than was shown on 
the 1922 map above, with the lot lines drawn, and with a rear accessory building. 
 

 
The 1962 Sanborn map shows the house with the same configuration as shown on the 1935 

map above, and with the ca. 1936 house now located at 1814 Drake Avenue on the subdivided 
rear lot. 
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1814 Drake Avenue 
ca. 1936 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1814 Drake Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2012 
 
1992  Teresa Morrow, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Louis Hicks, Jr., renter 
  Curator, George Washington Carver Museum 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  Glenn T. Pace, renter 
  Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Glenn T. Pace was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1973  Juanita Loghecy, renter 

No occupation listed 
 
1969  Vacant 
 
1965  J.B. and Edella Cotton, renters 
  Salesman, Gibson’s, department store, 5617 Airport Boulevard. 
 
1962  Thomas P. and Celia D. Rountree, renters 
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No occupation listed 

 
1958  Beulah Henson, renter 
  Maid, St. David’s Community Hospital, 919 E. 32nd Street. 
 
1953  Don O. and Euda B. Young, renters 

Helper, Southern Union Gas Company 
 
1949  W. Leroy and Mary T. Archer, renters 
  Bindery worker, Steck Company, 205 W. 9th Street. 
 
1947  Robert A. and Pauline Craig, renters 

Pressman, A.C. Baldwin & Sons, bookbinders and printers, 209 W. 8th Street. 
NOTE: In 1953, Robert and Pauline Craig were renting the house at 1803 Drake 
Avenue; he was a linotype operator for Nelson Typesetting. 

 
1944-45 A. James and Leonora Irby, renters 
  A. James: Mail carrier, Post Office 
  Leonora: Deputy collector, U.S. Internal Revenue 

Also listed is Virginia E. Irby, a retoucher at Christianson-Leberman Studios, 
“from miniature to life portraits, price to fit every pocket:, 1306 Colorado Street. 

 
1942  A. James and Lenora Irby, renters 
  Substitute carrier, Post Office 
 
1939  C. Gradie and Elnora Faye King, renters 
  Manager, Cook Paint and Varnish Company, 813 Congress Avenue. 
 
1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  C. Gradie and Elnora Faye King are not listed in the directory. 
 

 
Water service permit to Courtland P. Craig for this house (1936) 
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The 1962 Sanborn map is the first to show this house – it is on a piece of property that appears 
subdivided from the lot at 1813 Brackenridge Street, and was built by the owners of the property 
at 1813 Brackenridge as a rental house. 

 


