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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MARCH 23, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0119 
3600 MEREDITH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, wing-and-gable stone-veneered frame house with a partial-width inset porch on 
both the ground and second stories; single and double 1:1 fenestration; metal roof.  
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by Engineering Contractors, Inc. for Carrie Blackshear, the 
widow of Robert K. Blackshear, an oil and refinery executive in Corsicana, Texas.  Mrs. 
Blackshear rented the house out until around 1957, when she moved in.  Her first tenants 
were Sol and Esther Norman, a Jewish couple.  Sol Norman owned Lone Star Auto Parts in 
Austin; the Normans lived here from around 1948 until around 1950.  Sol Norman was 
later tragically killed when his truck, carrying auto supplies, blew a tire and crushed him 
on a road near Temple, Texas. 
Walter Bremond, III and his wife, Zenobia, rented the house in the early 1950s; he was an 
assistant vice-president of Capital National Bank, one of the family businesses, when he 
lived here.  The house was listed as vacant in the 1955 city directory; from around 1957 to 
around 1965, Carrie Blackshear moved back in.  She had no occupation listed in the city 
directories while she lived here, but census records show that she had been a housemother 
at a boarding house on 19th Street (now MLK Boulevard) in 1940, and in 1930, a 
dressmaker in Corsicana, where one of her daughters was a public school teacher; she also 
had 6 lodgers in her home in Corsicana, all public school teachers.  Mrs. Blackshear lived 
here until around 1965.  A supervisor for the Texas Employment Commission and a retired 
couple are shown as the owners and occupants through the mid-1970s; the house was later 
rented by Geoffrey W. Torrence, a computer science engineer at the University of Texas. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage adaptive re-use of the house if feasible; while not a good candidate for landmark 
designation, the house has a classic Texas style and represents the original vision for 
Tarrytown.  If re-use of the house is not feasible, then staff recommends release of the 
permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3600 Meredith Street 
ca. 1948 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3600 Meredith Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
March, 2015 
 
1992  Vacant 
 
1985-86 Geoffrey W. and Mary Torrence, renters 
  Associate, University of Texas 
 
1981  Geoffrey W. Torrence, renter 
  Resident engineer, University of Texas 

NOTE: The directory indicates that Geoffrey W. Torrence was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1977  G.W. Torrence, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1973  Tom B. and Margaret S. Bagley, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  Curtis O. and Mattie Lee Smith, owners 

Supervisor, Texas Employment Commission (District office) 
 
1962  Carrie Blackshear, owner 
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  Widow, R.K. Blackshear 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Carrie Blackshear, owner 
  Widow, R.K. Blackshear 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Vacant 
  NOTE:  Neither Carrie nor R.K. Blackshear are listed in the directory. 
 
1952  Walter and Zenobia Bremond, III, renters 

Assistant vice-president, Capital National Bank, 118-20 W. 7th Street. 
 
1949  Sol and Esther Norman, renters 

Proprietor, Lone Star Auto Parts, 311 East Avenue. 
 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Sol and Esther Norman are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Sol and Esther Norman (ca. 1948 – ca. 1950) 
According to his 1955 death certificate, Sol Norman was born in 1904 in Conneaut, Ohio and 
died July 14, 1955 in in an automobile accident at Academy, Bell County, Texas.  He was living 
at 711 W. 21st Street in Austin at the time of his death.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Sol 
Norman as the 25-year old son of Hyman and Fannie Norman, who rented a house in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Sol Norman had been born in Ohio and was in the family business of auto wrecking.  
His father had been born in Romania; his mother had been born in Poland and spoke Hebrew. 
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News story on the death of Sol Norman 

Austin Statesman, July 14, 1955 
 
Carrie Blackshear (ca. 1957 – ca. 1965) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Carrie Blackshear as the renter of an apartment at 304 W. 19th 
Street in Austin.  She was a 53-year old Texas-born widow who was a housemother at a 
boarding house.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Carrie Blackshear as the renter of a house in 
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Corsicana, Texas, with her daughters Elizabeth, 20; and Mary, 14.  Carrie Blackshear was a 
dressmaker.  Her daughter Elizabeth was a public school teacher.  They had 6 lodgers, all 
public school teachers.  Corsicana city directories for the late 1910s and early 1920s show that 
Robert K. Blackshear was the vice-president of the Corsicana Oil and Refining Company. 
 

 
Building permit to R.K. Blackshear (but most likely Carrie (Mrs. R.K. Blackshear) for the 

construction of the house (1947) 
 

 
Water service permit to Engineering Contractors, the builders of the house (1948) 
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Building permit to Curtis Smith for the remodel of the house (1964) and to Jeffery Torrence for a 

remodel (1976) 
 


