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Agenda 

- Urban Trails Program  
- Urban Trails Master Plan requirements 
- Updates (projects at 30% design or greater): 

1. Violet Crown Trail 
2. Country Club Creek Trail 
3. Boggy Creek Trail  
4. Austin to Manor Trail:  Phase 2 – Seeking 

recommendation from Board to approve Transportation 
Alternatives Program (FHWA)  grant application. 

City of Austin Urban Trails Program                      

 



Urban Trails: 
1. For transportation & recreation use, 
2. Link to bicycle & sidewalk network, 
3. Wide enough to accommodate all users, 
4. Include amenities & unique features, 
5. Maintain & operate for safety and comfort, 
6. Context-sensitive, environmentally sustainable, 
7. Preserve &improve wildlife habitat. 

City of Austin Urban Trails Program                       

Urban Trails:  A citywide network of non-motorized, multi-
use pathways that are used by bicyclists, walkers and 
runners for both transportation and recreation purposes. 
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City of Austin Urban Trails Program 

 Public-Private-Partnership with Hill 
Country Conservancy 

 Convict Hill  to Hampton Library. 

 1 low-water crossing 

 Construction slated to begin Sept. 
2015, completed summer 2016.  

 Cost:  $844,000 provided by 2012 
Bond funds 

 Staff completing PER for section 
from Home Depot Boulevard - 
Arbor Trails Development. 

 Other sections constructed by 
Parks Department and HCC. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Length – ¾ mile
First Public Meeting, Hampton Branch Library,  Jul 30, 2014; Second Public Meeting, Hampton Branch Library – Jan 13, 2015; Walk-thru with question and feedback session – Feb 10, 2015
Not in an erosion hazard zone. 
We are planning an at-grade crossing will be part of the trail where we encounter the creek. 
Erosion controls will be provided upstream and downstream to mitigate the hazards. 
We are in the 100 year floodplain.  
Current plans show the removal of two trees –as described below:
8” Oak (#2681) near Station 34+00.  This tree is in TXDOT ROW.  This tree is within the limits of the trail pavement and must be removed.  There is no alternative alignment for the trail at this location.  The removal is unavoidable.
9” Chinaberry (#2776) and 21” Ligustrum (#2777) near Station 38+00.  This tree is in TXDOT ROW.  We looked at multiple alignments for the trail at this location, but determined that the alignment shown in the plans above is most suitable for the trail usage and geometry.  We did not want to outlet the trail perpendicular to Latta Drive nor did we want to place an extreme turn with limited sight distance as this would be hazardous for users.  I recommend that the trail alignment remain as is, and the two trees at this location be removed.  Both trees are invasive species.
Mitigation of these trees is not required by TXDOT.  However, since this is a COA project, the environmental criteria manual can be enforced.  Because of the small number of tree removals, I would suggest payment into the urban forestry fund rather than develop a landscape plan for the replacement of the trees.




Country Club 
Creek Trail 

 2 PER stakeholder meetings held winter 

2014-2015 

 Stakeholders preference to begin design 
and construction of section 1:  Mabel 
Davis Park to Burleson Road.  

 Design complete May 2015.  

 Construction to begin Fall 2015 and 
open Spring 2016. 

 Design + construction cost  =  $500,000 
(available from 2012 Bond funds). 

 Subsequent sections funded by 
parkland dedication, bond, and grant 
funds. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Length - .5 miles
No impacts from watershed (outside EHZ, CWQZ)
NO trees are in the proposed trail route and none are anticipated to be cut down.  A tree survey shall be conducted during the design phase and included in the plans for areas near the temporary construction work zone. 
The proposed trail location is anticipated to cross over or near an existing storm drainage system.




Upper Boggy 
Creek Trail 

 Connect Rosewood and 
surrounding neighborhoods to: 

  MLK Station, Sustainable Food Center 

Community Gardens, Farmer’s Market, 

and more 

 1 new creek crossing. 

 Meredith Family donating 
easement for trail. 

 90% design  

 Seeking funding ($1.6m) for 
construction.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red Line Trail = 31 miles
Upper Boggy Creek Trail = .5 miles
Once funding procured, could go to and complete construction within 1 year.
Removing 47 trees with a total diameter inches of 565-inches (some in poor condition, dead, or considered invasive).  In accordance with city criteria, we are compensating by installing 261 total diameter inches of trees. The trail has been walked at least twice with City Arborist, and they have confirmed the removal of all trees proposed.  The PWD is also coordinating with Watershed to follow up the project construction with seedling plantings. 
 
The trail will be constructed in an erosion hazard area and we have worked with the Watershed Department to approve armoring the channel for protection. 
 
The trail is also in a critical water quality zone.  Since this is parkland, the proposed crossing and bikeway meets the requirements of the Watershed Protection Ordinance. 
 
We are designing for the 100-year event.




Austin to Manor 
Trail:  Phase 2 

City of Austin Urban Trails Program      

 Lindell Lane to Ben E. Fisher Park 
(Gilleland Trail). 

 Design complete by September 2016 

 Seeking $6m in Federal funds to 
construct. 

 Working with Travis County to find local 

match. 

 Using design and preliminary 

engineering work as in-kind match. 

 If funded, construction complete by 
Spring 2018. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Length, approximate 3 miles
Multiple bridges needed, will impact erosion hazard zone
In the 2.9 miles of trail we are removing 25 trees for a total of 351 caliper inches of trees, the majority of which are invasive and are not protected trees.  No heritage trees are affected. We have been in collaborated with the City Arborist on this. 
We will mitigate erosion by armoring and stabilizing disturbed sites and by taking measures to limit construction disturbances.
We will be designing to the 25 and 100-yr flood, but the structure will be over-topped as a low water bridge.   



	City of Austin�Urban Trails Update
	Agenda
	Urban Trails:
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Country Club Creek Trail
	Upper Boggy Creek Trail
	Austin to Manor Trail:  Phase 2

