
Page 1 of 3

DESIGN COMMISSION
MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 2013 6:00 PM

AUSTIN CITY HALL, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ROOM 1101
301 W. SECOND STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701

Current Commission Members

_____ James Shieh (JS) – Chair
_____ Dean Almy (DA) – Vice Chair
_____ Evan Taniguchi (ET) – Secretary

_____ Juan E. Cotera (JC)
_____ Jeannie Wiginton (JW)
_____ Bart Whatley (BW)
_____ Hope Hasbrouck (HH)

______ Jorge E. Rousselin (COA – PDRD)
Staff Liaison

AGENDA

Please note: Posted times are for time keeping purposes only. The Commission may take any item(s) out of order and no
express guarantee is given that any item(s) will be taken in order or at the time posted.

Approx time

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 6:00 PM

1. CITIZEN COMMUNICATION: GENERAL
The first five speakers signed up prior to the meeting being called to order will each be
allowed a three minute allotment to address their concerns regarding items not posted
on the agenda.

6:00 PM

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Discussion and Possible Action)
a. Discussion and possible action on the July 22, 2013 Design Commission meeting

minutes.

6:15 PM

3. NEW BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action):
a. Briefing, discussion, and possible action on a recommendation to the City Council

on the draft Holly Shores/Edward Rendon Sr. at Festival Beach Park Master Plan.
(Chris Matthews, Michael Van Valkenburgh and Associates, Inc.).

b. Discussion and possible action on the project submittal for the Rundberg Lane
extension from Metric Blvd. to Burnet Rd. located at the intersection of Burnet Rd.
and McNiel Rd. seeking support for the lane extension. (Clay Harris, COA PW)

6:20 PM

4. OLD BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action)
a. Discussion and possible action on Design Guidelines for infrastructure projects as

directed by City Council Resolution No.: 20120816 060.

7:00 PM
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5. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS (Discussion and Possible Action)
a. Standing Committees Reports;
b. Working Group Reports;
c. Liaison Reports;
d. Appointment of Committee/Working Group members by Chair.

7:45 PM

6. STAFF BRIEFINGS: None 7:50 PM
7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 7:50 PM
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Chair Announcements;
b. Items from Commission Members; and
c. Items from City Staff.

7:55 PM

ADJOURNMENT 8:00 PM

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and equal
access to communications will be provided upon request. Meeting locations are planned with wheelchair access. If requiring
Sign Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 3 days before the meeting date. Please contact
Annie Pennie in the Planning and Development Review Department, at annie.pennie@austintexas.gov or (512) 974 1403, for
additional information. TTY users route through Relay Texas at 711.
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Design Commission Committees, Working Groups, and Liaisons

Committees
1. Bylaws/Policies & Procedures Committee: Wiginton (Chair), Cotera, Whatley
2. Executive Committee: Shieh (Chair), Almy, Taniguchi

Working Groups
1. Project Review Working Group: Refer to rotating list
2. Comprehensive Plan Working Group: Taniguchi (Chair), Whatley, Hasbrouck
3. Non Urban Project Review Working Group: Shieh (Chair), Whatley, Taniguchi
4. Urban Design Guidelines Working Group: Cotera (Chair), Shieh, Almy
5. Urban Open Space Working Group: Whatley (Chair), Hasbrouck, Wiginton
6. Nomination Working Group: Cotera (Chair), Shieh, Wiginton
7. Education and Outreach Working Group: Hasbrouck (Chair), Cotera, Wiginton
8. Infrastructure Design Guidelines:

a. Synthesis Working Group: Hasbrouck and Wiginton
b. Overview Working Group: Almy and Hasbrouck
c. Background Working Group: Taniguchi and Hasbrouck
d. Values and Vision Working Group: Cotera and Almy
e. Guidelines Working Group: Whatley and Shieh
f. Process Working Group: Wiginton and Shieh

Design Commission Liaisons
1. Affordable Housing Liaison: Wiginton
2. Downtown Comm. Liaison / Downtown Austin Plan: Whatley
3. TOD Liaison: Shieh
4. East Riverside Master Plan: Shieh
5. Airport Boulevard Redevelopment Initiative: Whatley
6. South Shore Waterfront SDAT: Almy
7. Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan: Taniguchi
8. Downtown Wayfinding: Taniguchi

Design Commission Staff Liaison:
Jorge E. Rousselin, Development Services Process Coordinator
Urban Desgin, Planning and Development Review Department
City of Austin, One Texas Center, 505 Barton Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78704
Phone: (512) 974 2975 Fax: (512) 974 2269 E mail: jorge.rousselin@austintexas.gov

Resources:
1. The Urban Design Guidelines for Austin can be accessed here:

Urban Design Guidelines for Austin.

2. Design Commission backup may be accessed here: Design Commission Backup.
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DESIGN COMMISSION
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2013 6:00 PM

AUSTIN CITY HALL, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ROOM 1101
301 W. SECOND STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768

Current Commission Members

_P____ James Shieh (JS) – Chair
_P___ Dean Almy (DA) – Vice Chair
_P___ Evan Taniguchi (ET) – Secretary

___P__ Juan E. Cotera (JC)
___P__ Jeannie Wiginton (JW)
___P__ Bart Whatley (BW)
__ P___ Hope Hasbrouck (HH)

__ P___ Jorge E. Rousselin (COA – PDRD)
Staff Liaison

Meeting Minutes

Call to order by: Chair J. Shieh @ 6:07 pm

Roll Call: J. Wiginton not arrived yet.

1. CITIZEN COMMUNICATION: None

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Discussion and Possible Action)

a. Discussion and possible action on the June 24, 2013 Design Commission meeting minutes.

The motion to approve the minutes as corrected made by H. Hasbrouck; Second by D. Almy was
approved on a vote of [6 0]. [J. Wiginton not arrived yet].

3. NEW BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action)

a. Discussion and possible action on the Rainey/East Ave Alley Vacation request located between
Rainey Street and East Avenue at Driskill St. seeking support for the alley vacation. (Steve Metcalfe
– Metcalfe Wolff Stuart & Williams, LLP).

Item 2A
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Mr. Steve Metcalfe gave a presentation on the alley vacation request. Discussing details of
existing alley and proposed request. Mr. Jim Zemski – Project Architect presented details of the
building design.

Mr. Clifton Steed spoke in support of request.

The motion to support alley vacation as presented made by J. Cotera; Second by J. Wiginton was
approved on a vote of [7 0].

[J. Wiginton arrived @ 6:25 pm]

4. OLD BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action)

a. Discussion and possible action on Design Guidelines for infrastructure projects as directed by
City Council Resolution No. 20120816 060.

Discussion on draft letter as drafted by Chair Shieh and as amended on the Dias.

Motion to approve as amended made by J. Shieh; Second by J. Wiginton was approved on a
vote of [7 0].

Discussion on proposed structure of table of Contents with amendments as discussed on the
Dias.

Delete 1.2. 1.3 and 1.4 to be moved somewhere else.

The motions to approve Table of Contents as discussed on Dias and give Synthesis Group
authority to add made by J. Shieh; Second by J. Cotera was approved on a vote of [7 0].

Motion to approve intro as amended on Dias made by J. Wiginton; Second by J. Shieh was
approved on a vote of [7 0]

5. COMMITTEE ANDWORKING GROUP REPORTS (Discussion and Possible Action)

a. Standing Committees Reports: None

b. Working Group Reports: None

c. Liaison Reports:

Downtown Commission met in July – Rainey Street Masterplan.

d. Appointment of Committee/Working Group members by Chair: None

6. STAFF BRIEFINGS

None
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7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Chair Announcements: None

b. Items from Commission Members: None

c. Items from City Staff: None

ADJOURNMENT by consensus at: 8:10 PM
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City of Austin 
Design Commission – Project Submittal Consideration Sheet 

Project Name: 

Project Location/Address: 

Applicant: Property Owner: 

Mailing Address: Mailing Address: 

Phone Number: Phone Number: 

Project Architect/Engineer: Project Start Date: Project End Date: 

Mailing Address: Phone Number: 

Is project subject to redevelopment site 
plan or zoning application approvals? 

Yes                       No 

Anticipated Dates of Action 

Planning Commission: 
City Council: 

Narrative Description of Proposed Project (including entitlements that you are seeking; 
attach or add  additional page(s) as necessary) : 

Is Alternative Equivalent Compliance (AEC) requested for this project? 

            Yes                       No                     If yes, please refer to following page 

Current Status of Submittal: 

              Conceptual   Schematic   Design Development 

Do you have a copy of the Urban Design Guidelines for Austin?         Yes              No 
If not, please see: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/downtown/downloads/urban_design_guidelines_for_austin.pdf

Please fill in the subsequent information on the following pages.

Rundberg Lane Extension from Metric to Burnet

Intersection of Burnet Road & McNeil Road

Clay Harris City of Austin Public Works Department

505 Barton Springs Road Ste 900 Same

512-974-7895 Same

MWM Design Consultants Spring 2014 Spring 2015

305 East Huntland Drive Suite 200 Austin, Texas 78752 512-453-0767

This project is part of the North Burnet Gateway Master plan and consists of the
extension of Rundberg Lane as a four-lane undivided highway from Metric
Boulevard to Burnet Road, including sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and utility
improvements. These improvements will improve mobility and access within
corridor and provide enhanced connections to surrounding neighborhoods.

✔

✔

✔

✔

Item 3B



Page 5 of 10 

City of Austin  
Design Commission – Project Submittal Consideration Sheet (Continued) 

Relate the project to applicable items addressed in the Urban Design Guidelines for 
Austin.  For an explanation of each guideline, please review the document at: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/downtown/downloads/urban_design_guidelines_for_austin.pdf

ALTERNATIVE EQUIVALENT COMPLIANCE (AEC) 

Is AEC being requested for this project?  Yes  No   

If yes, please explain nature of request including alternatives offered and entitlements 
sought.  Attach additional page if necessary. 

AREA WIDE GUIDELINES 

1. Create dense development

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

2. Create mixed-use development

   incorporated,        need input,         N/A 

✔

✔

✔
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3. Limit development which closes downtown streets 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

4. Buffer neighborhood edges 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

5. Incorporate civic art in both public and private development

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

6. Protect important public views 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

7. Avoid historical misrepresentations 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

8. Respect adjacent historic buildings 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

9. Acknowledge that rooftops are seen from other buildings and the street 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

10. Avoid the development of theme environments 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

11. Recycle existing building stock 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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GUIDELINES FOR THE PUBLIC STREETSCAPE 

1. Protect the pedestrian where the building meets the street 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

2. Minimize curb cuts  

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

3. Create a potential for two-way streets 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

4. Reinforce pedestrian activity 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

5. Enhance key transit stops 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

6. Enhance the streetscape 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

7. Avoid conflicts between pedestrians and utility equipment 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

8. Install street trees 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

9. Provide pedestrian-scaled lighting 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

10. Provide protection from cars/promote curbside parking 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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11. Screen mechanical and utility equipment 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

12. Provide generous street-level windows 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

13. Install pedestrian-friendly materials at street level 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

GUIDELINES FOR PLAZAS AND OPEN SPACE 

1. Treat the four squares with special consideration 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

2. Contribute to an open space network 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

3. Emphasize connections to parks and greenways 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

4. Incorporate open space into residential development 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

5. Develop green roofs 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

6. Provide plazas in high use areas 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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7. Determine plaza function, size, and activity 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

8. Respond to microclimate in plaza design 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

9. Consider views, circulation, boundaries, and subspaces in plaza design 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

10. Provide an appropriate amount of plaza seating 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

11. Provide visual and spatial complexity in public spaces 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

12. Use plants to enliven urban spaces 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

13. Provide interactive civic art and fountains in plazas 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

14. Provide food service for plaza participants 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

15. Increase safety in plazas through wayfinding, lighting, & visibility 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

16. Consider plaza operations and maintenance 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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GUIDELINES FOR BUILDINGS 

1. Build to the street 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

2. Provide multi-tenant, pedestrian-oriented development at the street level 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

3. Accentuate primary entrances 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

4. Encourage the inclusion of local character 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

5. Control on-site parking 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

6. Create quality construction 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

7. Create buildings with human scale 

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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JAMES SHIEH
CHAIR

DEAN ALMY
VICE CHAIR

EVAN TANIGUCHI
SECRETARY

JUAN COTERA

HOPE HASBROUCK

BART WHATLEY

JEANNIE WIGINTON

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers,

We would like to update you on our progress in developing the new Infra-

urban environment and approaching this issue has presented a tremendous 
-

ments, and within the Commission, we are developing a clear framework to 

-

-

-

-

-

Chair, Design Commission

20130722-004A

Item 4A
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Section 1
Introduction (DA & HH)

1.1 Design Commission Mission for Infrastructural Design

1.2 The Virtues of Integrative Design

1.2.1 Examples of Integrative Design (Great Streets)
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Section 2
Contextual History (ET & HH)

2.1 Significance of Infrastructure

2.2 Define Infrastructure

2.3 Existing City of Austin Infrastructure Guidelines
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2.4 Technical Criteria Manuals Currently in Use
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Section 3
Values and Vision for the Design Commission (DA
& JC)

3.1 Design Principles Specific to Infrastructure

3.2 Introduction to Values
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3.2.1 Humane Character

3.2.2 Density

3.2.3 Sustainability
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3.2.4 Diversity

3.2.5 Economic Vitality

3.2.6 Civic Art
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3.2.7 A Sense of Time

3.2.8 Unique Character
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3.2.9 Authenticity

3.2.10 Safety

3.2.11 Connection with Outdoors
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3.2.12 Compact and Connected

3.3 A Vision for Our Infrastructure

3.3.1 Promote an intuitive understanding of the layout of any urban place

3.3.2 Reinforce the sense of time and historical continuity.

3.3.3 Foster physical continuity.

3.3.4 Develop the public nature of all urban places.

3.3.5 Encourage a diversity of uses, activities and sizes of development.
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3.3.6 Encourage public and private investment in the future of Austin.

3.3.7 Reinforce the unique character of Austin.

3.3.8 Create a safe urban environment.

3.3.9 Create a comfortable urban environment.

3.3.10 Create a hierarchy of transportation which begins with pedestrians.

3.3.11 Actively promote civic art.

3.3.12 Encourage a vibrant cultural atmosphere
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3.3.13 Encourage intense street level activity.

3.2.14 Maintain a sense of connection to the natural environment.

3.3.15 Encourage an architecture whose design responds to functional needs
and reinforces urban activities.

3.2.16 Encourage quality building.

3.3.17 Promote urban residential uses.

3.3.18 Create an economically vibrant urban area.

3.3.19 Strive for environmental balance.

3.3.20 Create an interconnected system of attractive open spaces.
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Section 4
Design Guidelines (JS & BW)

4.1 Area Wide Guidelines
4.1.1 Site Selection

4.1.2 Infrastructure Development Should Align with Sustainability Goals
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4.1.3 Buffering Against Adjacent Uses

4.1.4 Minimize Public Risk

4.2 Mobility Components
4.2.1 Bridges

4.2.2 Rail

4.2.3 Bus

4.2.4 Parking Lots

4.2.5 Wayfinding
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4.3 Mobility Systems Infrastructure Along Roads, Pathways
4.3.1 Seen and experienced infrastructure – systematic

4.3.2 Roads and Pathways

4.3.3 Reference Urban Design Guidelines – Guidelines for the Public
Streetscape

4.4 Ecological Infrastructure
4.4.1 Watersheds
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4.4.2 Parks & Conservation Areas

4.4.3 Landscape Systems

4.5 Utilities
4.5.1 Unseen and Not Experienced

4.5.2 Importance

4.5.3 Factors to consider
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4.5.4 Water Detention, Treatment
4.5.5 Water Towers
4.5.6 Utility Buildings
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Section 5
Process (JS & JW)

5.1 Qualifying Projects
5.1.1 Use the checklist (similar to Urban Design Guideline Checklist currently

used)

11.1.2Staff to Promote Design Coordination (City Architect)

5.2 Requirements for Submission to the Design Commission
5.2.1 Reasons to have set process standards

5.2.1.1 Clear Guideline Implementation Process

5.2.2 Design phase when to come to Design Commission
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5.2.3 Cross Department Cooperation

5.2.4 Exhibits required – focus is to depict the relationship to the public
experience

5.2.5 Schedule

5.2.6 Expected Outcomes

5.2.7 Process for Stakeholder Engagement
5.2.7.1 Current Stakeholder Project Involvement philosophy

5.2.7.2 Stakeholder Process/Objectives
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5.2.7.3 Stakeholder Input and Fiscal Responsibility
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5.3 Integrative Department Processes
5.3.1 Integration of Technical Criteria Manual Across Departments

5.3.1.1 Strategic Facilities Governance Committee

5.3.1.2 Capital Planning Office

5.3.1.3 Real estate

5.3.1.4 Building Department

5.4 Challenges and Benefits of Integrated Design
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5.2.5 Schedule

5.2.6 Expected Outcomes

5.2.7 Process for Stakeholder Engagement
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5.3 City Departments to Update Technical Criteria Manuals
and Demonstrate Design Principle Integration.

5.4 Tools


