PLANNING COMMISSION

Recommendation Number:  03/31/2015; ITEM #D4

Review of Planning Commission responsibilities and areas of influence

15 growth resulting in  tremendous

ility, economic prosperity for

%gane into planning the central urban core, but

h city including all potential areas for annexation;

overcrowding of land anfl avoid ndue concentration or diffusion of population or land uses;” and

WHEREAS, the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan Growth Concept Map provides guidance
as to where the city may accommodate new residents and jobs, and calls for the development of several
Regional Centers, Town Centers and Neighborhood Centers besides those found in the central urban core

of the city; and



WHEREAS, the Austin Neighborhoods Council has expressed serious concerns about the
overwhelming growth and development pressure in the central neighborhoods, and repeatedly urged the

Planning Commission to protect the character of existing neighborhoods by directing growth to areas

identified by existing small area plans and neighborhood plans; and

WHEREAS, the Real Estate Council of Austin released a white paper on Affordability in
January 2015 calling for 100,000 additional housing units in the }14;)3 2025, in part, because it believes
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that the current population growth is out pacing the productiqff 'p__f_'_.'il;éi\r.xhousing both in terms of number of
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new units and the cost of this new housing (between 2050 to 2012, the A'ustin region grew by more than
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WHEREAS, numerous enviroi"i"'__'f:'.'" jgroups mcl\&mgll‘.he Sierra Club of Austin, and the Save

:"-‘g\c‘)wt g ‘o b:g‘l{fcted aﬁ?ay from environmentally sensitive
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utmg zones\'éf the Barton Springs segment of
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Our Springs Alliance, have called for futu
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WHEREAS ’ﬂle hlgherﬁf lwmg nshucnaledi}ith the proximity to the urban core creates an
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mdn‘eci ami undesired c}mulauve effect,incenting residents to move away from the core into outlying
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WHEREAS;the. City o }n‘g&m often annexes, and subsequently zones undeveloped land on the
outer rim of the city as Rurq% ?ﬁﬂence (RR), Development Reserved (DR), or Interim Rural Residence
(I-RR), which are zoning districts intended for a low density use; which does not allow the mixed uses

necessary for the development of complete communities; and

WHEREAS, the outer rim of the city could be zoned with more intense uses such as Commercial
Services-Mixed Use (CS-MU) to absorb some of the demand for denser housing and retail; and thus

providing the opportunity for compact, connected, and complete communities; and



WHEREAS, the City of Austin Planning Commission has the discretionary authority to make

bold recommendations to the City of Austin City Council; NOW THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF AUSTIN PLANNING COMMISSION:

The Planning Commission recommends indefinitely postponing applications to amend

neighborhood plans (after 30 days notice) until a strategy is in place to catalyze and substantially increase

the development of high-density, mixed-use hubs with designated gr #n spaces in the outer rim of the city

which are consistent with the intent of the Imagine Austin \(')Hmpre'ﬂe}ﬁu@ Plan;
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AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: /,.«: \._\
S N
The Planning Commission further recommenﬂs ‘that ﬂ.rtgg Economist bt{\,'h.lred to study the

economic effects and tradeoffs of 1mplen:iquilg the Imagme

encouraging development of core transit ogmdors ‘Eéqters and e fﬁ' development outside of the urban
B

core so as to ensure thal: gr)_yﬁ'l lS manageﬂ,‘ i'.D ensu:g ecg&omlc dlvgrsny and prosperity for all of

Austin’s residents.

Attest:

Danette Chimenti, Planning Commission Chair



