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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

APRIL 27, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0165 
2200 AND 2204 RIO GRANDE STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1925 duplex (2200 Rio Grande Street, also known as 700 W. 22nd Street), 
and a ca. 1915 commercial building (2204 Rio Grande Street). 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

The ca. 1925 duplex at 2200 Rio Grande Street is a two-story, roughly rectangular-plan, 
hipped-roof brick-veneered building with a projecting hipped-roof section containing an 
open porch on the ground floor, and a framed sleeping porch on the second floor; single and 
paired 1:12 windows with 9:1 wooden screens. 
The ca. 1915 commercial building at 2204 Rio Grande Street is a two-story, rectangular-
plan, pyramidal-roofed brick commercial building with a full-width inset porch on the 
ground floor supported by square, brick posts; single 1: fenestration.  
RESEARCH 

The ca. 1925 duplex at 2200 Rio Grande Street had some very long-term tenants, including 
Estelle Lewright, who lived here from around 1925 to around 1936.  She had lived in Austin 
since 1885, and was one of the oldest graduates of the University of Missouri at the time of 
her death in 1953.  She was active in many charitable and civic causes, including the 
Austin Woman’s Club and the Texas Fine Arts Association.  In the late 1920s, one of the 
units was rented by William R. Bishop, an associate judge in the Commission of Appeals.  
From the mid-1930s through the mid-1950s, William Carolos and nancy Raines rented one 
of the units.  Raines was the director of the John C. Townes Bible Chair at the University of 
Texas, and was the director of the Baptist Student Center.  A. LeRoy and Inez Nelson were 
also long-term tenants – from the mid-1940s through the late 1960s.  LeRoy Nelson worked 
for the IRS. 
The ca. 1915 commercial building at 2204 Rio Grande Street was built as a grocery store by 
George S. Heflybower, whose family operated the store until around 1940.  George S. 
Heflybower passed away in 1936; his son, George B. Heflybower, had been a clerk in the 
store, and later its manager.  The Heflybowers lived at 704 W. 22nd Street, which would 
have been behind the commercial building, although George B. Heflybower (the younger) 
lived on the premises for many years.  The business passed to H. Laverne Smith, who 
operated a grocery business here in the early 1940s, then to Charles W. Flournoy, who 
operated the Rio Grande Grocery here until the mid-1950s.  The building was then 
converted to a laundry, originally the Washerette No. 2, and later the Wash & Fold, both 
operated by W. Otto and Betty Mittag.  In the 1980s, the building ws the home to Mike 
Hicks’ advertising agency, Hixo, Inc. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The duplex at 2200 Rio Grande is not listed in any City survey.  The commercial building at 
2204 Rio Grande Street is listed as a Priority 2 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to May 18, 2015 to consider alternatives to demolition.  While neither of these 
buildings probably qualify as individual landmarks, they have both been fixtures in the 
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West Campus neighborhood for many years, and careful consideration should be given to 
the prospects of rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of these properties.  If the Commission 
votes to release the permits, then staff recommends the completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center prior to release of 
the permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2200 Rio Grande Street 
ca. 1925 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2200 Rio Grande Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2015 
NOTE:  The building is addressed in the directory as 700 W. 22nd Street. 
 
1992  No return 
 
1985-86 McGee and Associates, additional space 
  ½: James Stockton Dunaway and Associates, architects 
 
1981  Shanny Johnson, renter 
  Student 
 
1977  Vacant 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1973  Billie A. Lopez, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Billie A. Lopez was a new resident at this 
address. 

  ½: Ronald A. Schaffner, renter 
   Student 
 
1968  Inez J. Nelson, renter 
  Widow, Leroy Nelson 
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  Retired 
  ½: Marilyn F. Schultz, renter 
   Student 
 
1962  Inez Nelson, renter 
  No occupation listed 
  ½: Roland Esparza, renter 

Student 
 
1959  Inez J. Nelson, renter 

Widow, Leroy Nelson 
Clerk, IRS 

  ½: Robert S. Pool, renter 
   Assistant Capitol receptionist, State Business Office 
 
1955  A. LeRoy and Inez J. Nelson, renters 
  Deputy collector, IRS 
  ½: William C. and Nancy C. Raines, renters 
   Director, Baptist Student Center, University of Texas 
 
1952  A. LeRoy and Inez J. Nelson, renters 
  Deputy collector, IRS 
  ½: William C. and Nancy C. Raines, renters 
   Instructor 
 
1949  A. LeRoy and Inez Nelson, renters 
  Deputy collector, IRS 
  ½: William C. and Nancy C. Raines, renters 
   Instructor, University of Texas 
 
1947  A. LeRoy and Inez Nelson, renters 
  Deputy collector, U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
  ½: William C. and Nancy C. Raines, renters 
   Director, John C. Townes Bible Chair, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 A. LeRoy and Inez Nelson, renters 
  Collector, IRS 
  ½: William C. and Nancy C. Raines, renters 
   Instructor, University of Texas 
 
1941  W. Carlos and Nancy C. Raines, renters 
  Instructor, University of Texas 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1939  William C. and Nancy Raines, renters 
  Director, John C. Townes Bible Chair, University of Texas 
  ½: Karl Balzer, renter 
   Student 
 
1937  William C. and Nancy Raines, renters 
  Instructor, University of Texas 
  ½: Sidney Bond, renter 
   Clerk, State Department of Education 
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1935  William C. and Nancy Raines, renters 
  Instructor, University of Texas 
  ½: Estelle Lewright, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1932-33 Vacant 
  ½: Estelle Lewright, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1930-31 Julius B. and Lelia Early, renters 
  Maintenance engineer, State Highway Department 
  ½: Estelle Lewright, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1929  Herschel C. and Altha Wingo, renters 
  Salesman 

Also listed are J.J. Wingo, a draftsman for Giesecke & Harris, architects, 205 W. 
7th Street; and Jack W. Wingo, a student at the University of Texas. 

  ½: Estelle Lewright, renter 
There is no listing for Estelle Lewright in the alphabetical section of the 
directory. 

 
1927  William R. and Jessie Bishop, renters 
  Associate judge, Commission of Appeals, Section A 
  ½: Estelle Lewright, renter 
   No occupation listed 
 
1924  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Estelle Lewright is listed at 709 W. 19th Street; she had no occupation 
shown. 
NOTE: William R. and Jessie Bishop are listed at 1800 Guadalupe Street; he 
was an associate judge for the Commission of Appeals, Section A. 

 
 

 
Obituary of Estelle Lewright 

Austin American, May 28, 1953 
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Obituary and funeral notice for Estelle Lewright 

Austin American, May 29, 1953 
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Obituary of William Carlos Raines 

Austin American-Statesman, December 12, 1973 
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Obituary of LeRoy Nelson 

Austin American, October 30, 1951 
 

 
Funeral notice for LeRoy Nelson 

Austin American, October 31, 1951 
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Obituary of Inez Nelson 

Austin American-Statesman, December 30, 1979 
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2204 Rio Grande Street 
ca. 1915 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2204 Rio Grande Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
February, 2015 
 
1992  Vacant 
 
1985-86 Hixo, Inc., advertising agency 
  Mike Hicks, president 
 
  Duana Gill, renter 
  Student 
 
1981  Hixo, Inc., advertising agency 
  Mike Hicks, president 
 
1977  Wash & Fold Laundry 
  W. Otto and Betty Mittag, proprietors 
  NOTE:  The building is listed as 2202 Rio Grande Street. 
 
1973  Wash & fold Laundry 
  W. Otto and Betty Mittag, proprietors 
 
1968  2202: Wash & Fold Laundry 
   W. Otto and Betty Mittag, proprietors 
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  2204: Charles C. Raines, renter 
   Professor, University of Texas 
 
1962  2202: Wash & Fold Laundry 
   W. Otto and Betty Mittag, proprietors 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1959  Washerette Laundry No. 2 

W. Otto Mittag, proprietor 
NOTE:  There was another location at 1701 East Avenue 

 
1955  Rio Grande Grocery 
  C. Wilbur Flournoy, proprietor 
  ½: Vacant 
 
1952  Rio Grande Grocery 
  Charles W. Flournoy, proprietor 
  ½: Francis E. Dagley, renter 
   Student, University of Texas 
 
1949  Rio Grande Grocery 
  Charles W. Flournoy, proprietor 
  ½: Francis E. Dagley, renter 
   Student, University of Texas 
 
1947  Rio Grande Grocery 
  Charles W. Flournoy, proprietor 
  ½: Francis E. Dagley, renter 
   Student, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 Rio Grande Grocery 
  Charles W. Flournoy, proprietor 
  ½: Grover King, renter 
   Storekeeper 
 
1941  H. Laverne Smith Grocery 
  ½: Guy W. Shaw, renter 

Stenographer, Gracy-Travis County Abstract Company, 205 W. 7th Street. 
 
1939  George S. Heflybower Grocery 
  NOTE:  George B. Heflybower, manager, lived on the premises. 
 
1937  George S. Heflybower Grocery 
  NOTE:  George B. Heflybower, manager, lived on the premises. 
 
1935  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George S. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store, and lived on the premises. 

 
1932-33 George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George S. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived on the premises. 

 
1930-31 George S. Heflybower Grocery 
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NOTE:  George S. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived on the premises.  Also listed at 704 W. 
22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf. 

 
1929  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George S. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived on the premises.  Also listed at 704 W. 
22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf. 

 
1927  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George S. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was listed as athe manager of the grocery store, and lived at 704 W. 22nd Street. 
Also listed at 704 W. 22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas 
School for the Deaf. 

 
1924  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George S. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was listed as athe manager of the grocery store, and lived at 704 W. 22nd Street. 
Also listed at 704 W. 22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas 
School for the Deaf. 

 
1922  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George B. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George S. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived on the premises.  Also at 704 W. 22nd 
Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the Deaf. 

 
1920  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George B. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; also listed at 704 
W. 22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the 
Deaf. 

 
1918  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George B. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; also listed at 704 
W. 22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the 
Deaf. 

 
1916  George S. Heflybower Grocery 

NOTE:  George B. Heflybower lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; George B. Heflybower 
was a clerk at the grocery store and lived at 704 W. 22nd Street; also listed at 704 
W. 22nd Street was Mamie Heflybower, a teacher at the Texas School for the 
Deaf. 

 
1914  The listing is residential – Charles M. Bell, who had no occupation listed. 

NOTE:  George S. Heflybower is listed as a clerk for Hill & Hill, groceries and 
feed, 1010 Congress Avenue.  He lived at 704 W. 22nd Street.  George B. 
Heflybower was a clerk for Wells Fargo & Company, expressmen; he lived at 704 
W. 22nd Street.  Mamie Heflybower was a teacher at the Texas School for the 
Deaf; she also lived at 704 W> 22nd Street. 
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Obituary of George S. Heflybower 
Austin American, January 2, 1936 

 

 
Obituary of George B. Heflybower 

Austin American, January 30, 1948 
 

 
Funeral notice for George B. Heflybower 

Austin American, January 31, 1948 
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Obituary of Charles W. Flournoy 

Austin American-Statesman, January 2, 1981 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


