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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0005 HLC DATE:  April 13, 2015 
    May 18, 2015 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  Historic Landmark Commission 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield House 
 
WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT No.  9 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  903 Shoal Cliff Court 
 
ZONING FROM:  MF-4-CO-NP to MF-4-H-CO-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from multi-family residence - moderate high density, conditional overlay, neighborhood 
plan (MF-4-CO-NP) combining district to multi-family residence – moderate high density, 
historic landmark, conditional overlay, neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-0CO-NP) combining 
district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The ca. 1923 house is an excellent example of 1920a vernacular bungalow style and is 
closely associated with long-time University of Texas track coach Clyde Littlefield, who 
founded the Texas Relays, as well as with Walter Splawn, who served as the president of 
the University of Texas while living in this house.  The house is significant for its 
architecture and historical associations. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  April 13, 2015: Initiated the historic 
zoning case.  Vote: 5-0 (Rosato absent, Myers ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984) but without a priority for research. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  University Area Partners 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story rectangular-plan clipped side-gabled stuccoed frame house with a central, 
partial-width clipped-front gabled independent porch on paired square wood posts; bands of 
four windows on either side of the central entry. 
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Historical Associations: 
The house appears to have been built in 1923.  The first owners and occupants were W.M. 
Walter and Zola Splawn.  Walter Splawn was a professor of economics at the University of 
Texas, who had previously practiced law in Fort Worth.  He joined the faculty of the 
University of Texas in 1919, and was named president of the University in 1924, a position 
he held until 1927, when he worked as a referee for the War Claims Commission, and 
served as chair of the Board of Arbitration of Western Railroads.  He moved to Washington, 
D.C. in 1929, where he became the dean of the graduate school at American University. 
In the early 1930s, he was special counsel to the Committee of Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce of the House of Representatives, and his work inspired the Federal 
Communications Act of 1934, the Truth in Securities Act, and Securities and Exchange Act, 
and the Utility Holding Company Act.  He was a member of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission from the mid-1930s until 1953, and twice served as chair of the ICC. 
In the late 1920s, the house was rented by Henrietta Drummond, a widow who had lived in 
southern Arkansas, and moved to Childress County, Texas with her farmer husband.  Her 
daughter, Hattie Lorena Drummond, was the publicity director for the University of Texas 
for many years, and was very active in the arts and cultural life of Austin, contributing 
book and movie reviews to the Austin newspapers.   Lorena Drummond lived in this house 
with her mother, until she resigned her post in 1945, and moved to Carbondale, Illinois to 
serve as the director of publicity for Southern Illinois Normal University. 
Charles and Martha Zivley rented the house in the early- to mid-1930s while he was a 
student at the University of Texas.  He later went on to manage the Texas Union for many 
years, and Martha Zivley had a long-time typing business located just north of campus. 
From 1936 to 1963, the house was owned and occupied by Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield.  
Clyde Littlefield, a native of Pennsylvania, but went to high school in Beaumont, Texas.  He 
was a star athlete at the University of Texas, then became a high school football coach in 
Greenville, Texas.  In 1920, he returned to the University of Texas as the head track coach, 
and serve in that capacity until his retirement in 1961.  He was one of the highest-regarded 
track coaches in the nation, and his track teams won 25 Southwest Conference 
championships during his tenure at UT.  He founded the Texas Relays in 1925, and from 
1927 to 1933, he also served as UT’s head football coach.  He was inducted into the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame, the Longhorn Hall of Honor, and the National Track and Field Hall of 
Fame.  Nationally known for his contributions to college sports, Littlefield and his wife 
lived in this house until 1963.  This house has the longest association with Coach 
Littlefield. 
PARCEL NO.:  0214000304000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 2, Outlot 59, Division D 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,443 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,514; 
$2,740 (income producing); city portion: $752. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $488,592 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residential 
 
CONDITION:  Good 
 
PRESENT OWNERS: 
903 Shoal Cliff Court LLC 
c/o Presidium Group 



A.2 - 3 
815 Brazos Street, Suite 400 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1923 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  None apparent. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Walter and Zola Splawn (ca. 1923) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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903 Shoal Cliff Court 
ca. 1923 

 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
903 Shoal Cliff Court 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2007 
 
1992  Alan H. Cowley, renter 
  Professor, University of Texas 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Alan H. Cowley was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Dennis B. Bigbee, renter 
  Transportation department, AISD 
 
1981  Steven R. Sively, renter 
  Student 
 
1977  Deborah Cole, renter 
  Caretaker, State Cemetery 
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1975  Vacant 
 
1973  Tim and Clare Price, renters 
  Artist 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Tim and Clare Price were new residents at 
this address. 

 
1969  Vacant 
 
1968  Pearl Coffey, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1964  Joseph and Nicole M. Dominque, renters 
  Freelance writer 
 
1963  Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield, renters 
  Director, Texas Relays, University of Texas 

NOTE:  The directories of 1964, 1965, and 1967 show Clyde and Henrietta 
Littlefield living at 3702 Edgemont Drive; he listed his occupation as retired. 

 
1957  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield, owners 

Athletic coach, University of Texas 
 
1954  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners) 

Coach, University of Texas 
 
1952  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners) 

Clerk, Austin National Bank 
Also listed is Clyde R. Littlefield, Jr., a student at the University of Texas. 
 

1949  Clyde R. Littlefield (not listed as owner) 
  Head track coach, University of Texas 
  Also listed is Clyde R. Littlefield, Jr., a student at the University of Texas. 
  NOTE:  Henrietta Littlefield is not listed in the directory. 
 
1947  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owner) 
  Athletic coach, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners) 

Coach, University of Texas 
 
1942  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield (not listed as owners) 
  Head coach, University of Texas 
 
1940  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield, owners 

Assistant football coach, University of Texas 
 
1937  Clyde R. and Henrietta Littlefield, owners 
  Athletic coach, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 
 
1935  Charles N. and Martha A. Zivley, renters 
  Manager, Texas Union, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 
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NOTE:  Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield are listed as living at 219 Archway; he 
listed his occupation as a coach at the University of Texas. 

 
1932-33 Charles N. and Martha A. Zivley, renters 
  Student, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 

NOTE:  Hattie M. Drummond is listed as the widow of J.Z. Drummond; she lived 
at 2210 Tom Green Street with her daughter, Lorena, the assistant director of 
publicity for the University of Texas. 

 
1930-31 Hattie Drummond, owner 
  Widow, J. Zach Drummond 

Assistant to the Director of Publicity, University of Texas 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 
 
 
1929  Hattie Drummond, owner 
  Widow, J. Zach Drummond 

No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 
 
1927  Mrs. Mary F. Barrett, renter 
  Widow, C.E. Barrett 

No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 

NOTE:  Hattie Drummond is listed as living at 2409 San Antonio Street; she did 
not list an occupation. 
NOTE:  Walter M.W. and Zola Splawn are listed at 216 W. 27th Street; he was the 
president of the University of Texas. 

 
1924  W.M. Walter and Zola Splawn, owners 

Professor of Economics, University of Texas, and Member, Railroad Commission 
of Texas. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as 903 W. 26 ½ Street. 
 
1922  Address not listed 

NOTE:  W.M. Walter and Zola Splawn are listed as living at 2511 Wichita Street; 
he listed his occupation as a Professor of Economics, University of Texas. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Walter and Zola Splawn (ca. 1923 – ca. 1925) 
W.M.W. and Z.S. Splawn are listed in the 1920 U.S. Census at 2511 Wichita Street, a house 
they rented.  W.M.W. Splawn was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a teacher at the 
University of Texas .  Z.S. Splawn was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 2 daughters, Z.S., 6; and M.M., 2. 
 
Zola L. Splawn is listed in both the 1930 and 1940 U.S. Censuses as a patient in St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in Washington, DC.  The 1940 U.S. Census shows her to have been 54 and born in 
Texas.  She died in 1964 and is buried in Lincoln, Loudoun County, Virginia. 
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Austin Statesman, July 24, 1922 
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Austin Statesman, July 6, 1924 
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Austin Statesman, July 6, 1924 
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Austin American-Statesman, July 8, 1924 
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Austin Statesman, September 14, 1926 
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Austin Statesman, August 20, 1936 

 
 
 

 

 



A.2 - 17 

 

 



A.2 - 18 

 



A.2 - 19 

 

 
Austin Statesman, January 14, 1948 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

WALTER MARSHALL WILLIAM SPLAWN 
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Walter Marshall William Splawn, retired president and professor of economics, died 
on January 17, 1963. He was 79. 

President Splawn was born on June 16, 1883, in Arlington, Texas. He earned a 
bachelor's degree from Baylor University in 1906. He received bachelor's and 
master's degees from Yale University in 1908 and 1914, respectively. He was 
awarded a PhD from the University of Chicago in 1921. 

President Splawn was admitted to the bar and practiced law in Fort Worth. He joined 
the faculty of The University of Texas at Austin in 1919 and was named president of 
the University in 1924. During his three-year tenure as president, he ensured the 
success of the graduate school by acquiring a legislative appropriation of $50,000 
for graduate professorships. 

In 1927, after leaving the presidency of UT Austin, President Splawn served as a 
referee on the War Claims Commission. He also served as chairman of the Board of 
Arbitration of Western Railroads and Group of Employees in 1927 and settled 
disputes under the War Claims Act, 1928-30. President Splawn was dean of the 
graduate school of American University from 1929 to 1934. 

President Splawn was special counsel to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce of the House of Representatives during the early 1930s. His work on the 
communications, railroad, and security industries was instrumental to passage of 
regulatory statutes and the Federal Communications Act of 1934. From 1934 to 
1953 President Splawn was a member of the Interstate Commerce Commission. He 
also served as chairman of the commission for a number of years. 

President Splawn was the author of numerous studies on economics and public 
utility regulation, including Consolidation of Railroads, Government Ownership and 
Operation of Railroads, and Regulation of Stock Ownership in Railroads. 

<signed> 

John R. Durbin, Secretary  
The General Faculty 
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Austin Statesman, January 17, 1963 
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Austin Statesman, January 18, 1963 
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Austin Statesman, January 29, 1963 

 
 
Hattie Drummond (ca. 1928 – ca. 1932) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Hattie Drummond as the owner of this house (listed as 903 W. 26 
½ Street), which was worth $3,500.  She was a 63-year old Arkansas-born widow who was 
listed as a homemaker.  With her lived her daughter, Hattie, 22, who had been born in Texas, 
and was an assistant publicity director at the University of Texas.  The Drummonds had a live-in 
maid, Annie Huebner, 22, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows James Z. and Hattie M. Drummond on a farm they owned in 
Bradley County, Arkansas.  They had 4 children listed: James P, 12; Maggie M., 11; Grady, 9; 
and Carl, 8.  The 1910 U.S. Census shows Hattie L. Drummond as the wife of James Z. 
Drummond of Childress County, Texas.  James Z. Drummond was a 56-year old Arkansas-born 
farmer who owned his own farm.  Hattie Drummond was 43 and had no occupation listed.  The 
Drummonds had 5 children: James P., 22, a farmer on the home farm; Maggie, 20; Grady, 19, a 
farmer on the home farm; Carl, 18; and Lorena, 2.  All the children except Lorena had been born 
in Arkansas; Lorena had been born in Texas.  By the time of the 1920 U.S. Census, Hattie 
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Drummond was a widow, still living in Childress County.  With her lived her daughter, Lorena, 
then 12.  Neither had an occupation listed. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Hattie and Hattie L[orena]. Drummond renting the house at 2616 
Speedway in Austin. Hattie the mother had no occupation listed.  Hattie Lorena Drummond was 
the publicity director for the University of Texas.  They had a lodger, Hayton Weigand, 34, a 
Texas-born power plant operator at the University of Texas.  He had lived in Fayette County, 
Texas in 1935. 
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Austin American-Statesman, November 8, 1931 
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Austin American-Statesman, August 19, 1945 

 

 
Austin American-Statesman, November 25, 1945 

 
Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield (ca. 1936 – ca. 1963) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Clyde and Henrietta Littlefield as the renters of this house.  Clyde 
Littlefield was 46, had been born in Pennsylvania, and was an athletic coach at the University of 
Texas.  Henrietta Littlefield was 45, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation listed. 
They had a son, Clyde Rabb Littlefield, 9, who had been born in Texas. 
 

Clyde Littlefield 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Clyde Littlefield (October 6, 1892 – May 20, 1981) was the head track & field coach at The 
University of Texas from 1920 to 1961 as well as its football coach from 1927 to 1933. He became 
one of the greatest track coaches in NCAA history. In his 41 years at Texas, his teams won 25 
Southwest Conference championships. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_University_of_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_University_of_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NCAA
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His football coaching tenure was also quite accomplished: he compiled a 44-18-6 record and won 
two Southwest Conference championships. 

Littlefield graduated from South Park High School in Beaumont. From 1912 to 1916, he attended 
The University of Texas, where he earned twelve letters in football, basketball, and track. After 
graduating from Texas, Littlefield served as the head football coach at Greenville High School for 
four years. He returned to the University in 1920 as head track coach, freshman football coach, 
freshman basketball coach, and physical-training instructor. He served on the United States track & 
field coaching staff at the 1952 Helsinki Olympics. 

Littlefield founded the Texas Relays in 1925, and is honored as its namesake. 

 
LITTLEFIELD, CLYDE (1892–1981). Clyde Littlefield, athlete and track coach, son of John W. 
and Mable Littlefield, was born in Oil City, Pennsylvania, on October 6, 1892, and moved with 
his widowed father and his sister, Grace, to Spindletop, Texas, in 1904. He attended ward 
school at Sisterville, West Virginia, before going back to Texas, where he graduated from South 
Park High School in Beaumont. Then he attended Peacock Military Academy in San Antonio 
(1909–11) and Marshall Training School (1912), where he was an outstanding athlete. He 
attended the University of Texas (1912–16), where he earned twelve letters in football, 
basketball, and track. From 1916 to 1920 he was a successful head coach at Greenville High 
School. He returned to UT in 1920 as head track coach, freshman football coach, freshman 
basketball coach, and physical-training instructor. He served as track coach for the next forty-
one years, during which his teams won twenty-five Southwest Conference titles and many of his 
athletes became NCAA champions, All-Americans, and Olympic contestants. He was cofounder 
in 1925 of the Texas Relays. He was on the coaching staff for the United States at the 1952 
Olympic Games in Helsinki. Not only was he a track coach, but he served from 1927 to 1933 as 
UT's head football coach and won two Southwest Conference championships. 
 
Littlefield married Henrietta Rabb of Lone Oak, Texas, on June 20, 1922. They had one son. In 
World War I Littlefield served as an instructor in an officers' training corp. He was a member of 
the Helms Foundation Hall of Fame, the Texas Sports Hall of Fame, the Longhorn Hall of 
Honor, and the National Track and Field Hall of Fame. In 1963 a graduate fellowship was 
named for him. The University of Texas System Board of Regents placed a plaque of honor 
recognizing his achievements in Bellmont Hall. He was a president of the NCAA Coaches 
Association and a recipient of the Alonzo Stagg Award. He was a Methodist, a thirty-second-
degree Mason, a Ben Hur Shriner, and a member of the Kappa Alpha Order and Sigma Delta 
Psi. He was a long-time member of the NCAA track and field rules committee and president of 
the NCAA Track Coaches Association. He died on May 20, 1981. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
Vertical Files, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin. 
Margaret C. Berry 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwest_Conference
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=South_Park_High_School_(Beaumont,_Texas)&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenville_Independent_School_District
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helsinki_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas_Relays
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Austin American-Statesman, October 16, 1932 
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Austin American-Statesman, April 1, 1945 
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Austin Statesman, August 3, 1950 

 
 

 
Austin Statesman, August 1, 1952 
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Austin American-Statesman, November 9, 1958 
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Austin American-Statesman, March 3, 1963 
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Austin Statesman, April 5, 1963 
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Austin Statesman, April 17, 1972 
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Obituary of Henrietta Rabb Littlefield 

Austin American-Statesman, December 25, 1986 
 

 
 


	Clyde Littlefield

