
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2014-0015 HLC DATE:  November 17, 2014 
 PC DATE:  December 9, 2014 
     
APPLICANT:  Brent Hunter, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell House 
 
CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT No.:  9 
 
WATERSHED:  Blunn Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  513 E. Annie Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to single 
family residence – Historic Landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district 
zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and Historical Associations.  The house is an excellent example of a 
vernacular 1930s raised cottage adapted for the topography of South Austin, and is 
associated with Rudolph W. Gissell, a very prominent plumbing, heating, and electrical 
contractor in South Austin, who was responsible for installing the plumbing and electrical 
facilities in many homes in South Austin at the time of the greatest period of development 
in this section of the city. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP.  Vote: 4-0 (Limbacher, Leary, and Rosato ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from SF-
3-NP to SF-3-H-NP.  Vote: 5-0 (Hernandez, Nortey, and Roark absent; Oliver late). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984), but with no priority for research. 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:   May 14, 2015   ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:   South River City Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
The house is a one-story raised bungalow-style cottage, with a basement and garage under 
the primary floor of the house.  The house is a side-gabled frame house with a front-gabled, 
partial-width inset porch on paired classical Doric columns, which projects from the right 
side of the facade; single and paired 1:1 fenestration; ornamental gablet on the left side of 



 
the façade above a pair of windows; asbestos siding was applied to the house in 1961; the 
house has a standing-seam metal roof. 
 
Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1933 for Rudolph W. and Ida Mae Gissell, who had previously owned a 
house on W. 39th Street in Austin.  Rudolph W. Gissell was an Austin native, born in 1894 to 
Gustav and Anna Gissell, both immigrants from Germany.  Gustav Gissell was a shoemaker in 
Austin, but died around the turn of the century, leaving his widow, Anna, with 7 children to 
raise.  To help with family expenses, at 16, Rudolph was a messenger boy for Western Union.  
Soon, both Rudolph and his older brother, Henry, soon went into the building trades to earn 
money for the family – Henry was a carpenter, and Rudolph was an electrician, and was an 
apprentice to John L. Martin, the city’s leading plumbing and electrical contractor at the time.  
The family had obvious financial issues – Anna Gissell moved frequently in various houses 
north of downtown – city directories for the period of 1907 through 1916 show the Gissell 
family living at different addresses in every edition of the directory.  By 1912, Rudolph Gissell 
was listed as a plumber, not apparently associated with any contractor firm in the directory 
listing.  He was a plumber working for the Texas Plumbing Company by 1914, and a 
“contractor” living in the home of his widowed mother in the directory of 1916. 
 
Rudolph Gissell married Ida Mae Grant, the daughter of a local dentist, in 1916; by 1917, 
Gissell was working as a plumber for the A.E. Hancock Company, and lived at 112 W. 30th 
Street.  By the early 1920s, he was working as a plumber for John L. Martin, where he had 
apprenticed 10 years earlier; then, around 1930, he was the chief estimator for B.E. Howell and 
Son, another plumbing, heating, and electrical contracting firm in the city.  He became a 
partner in that business in the early 1930s, before venturing out on his own at the same time 
that he and Ida Mae bought this house. 
 
The R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating Company was one of the city’s largest plumbing, 
heating, and electrical contractors in the city; with their offices on South Congress Avenue, 
they were the local plumbers for all of South Austin.  Innumerable utility permits for houses 
built in South Austin in the 1930s and 1940s show R.W. Gissell as the plumber and contractor 
applying for, or referenced in the water and sewer service permit applications.  Gissell retired 
from full-time work as a contractor in the earlyi 1950s; he continued to have a plumbing and 
electrical business at the house, and went into electrical appliance repair in the early 1960s. 
 
Ida Mae Gissell, who raised 2 children in this house, died in 1960; after her death, Rudolph W. 
Gissell, and his daughter, Annie M. Gissell, remained in the house until his death in 1973.  
Annie M. Gissell was the credit manager for several downtown clothing and department stores, 
including Goodfriends and Scarbrough’s.  She lived here until very close to her death in 1990. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  03020204210000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 7, Block 9, Blue Bonnet Hills 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $3,540 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,053; 
county portion: $1,073; AISD portion: $1,414. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $405,424 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 



 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT OWNER:   
Robert Brent Hunter 
513 E. Annie Street 
Austin, Texas, 78704 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1934 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Asbestos siding (1961); metal roof. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Rudolph W. and Ida Mae Gissell (1934) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None, but located within the proposed Blue 
Bonnet Hills Historic District. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

513 E. Annie Street 
ca. 1934 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
513 E. Annie Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2014 
 
1992  Jennifer Haley, renter 
  Student 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Jennifer Haley was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1985-86 Annie M. Gissell, owner 
  Employed by Scarbrough’s, department store. 
 
1981  Annie M. Gissell, owner 
  Employed by Scarbrough’s, department store. 
 
1977  Annie M. Gissell, owner 
  Employed by Scarbrough’s, department store. 
 
1973  Annie M. Gissell, owner 

Credit clerk, Scarbrough’s, department store. 
 
1968  Rudolph W. Gissell, owner 
  Retired 

Also listed is Annie M. Gissell, a credit clerk at Scarbrough’s, department store. 
 
1962  Rudolph W. Gissell, owner 
  Electrical appliance repair 

Also listed is Annie Gissell, an assistant credit manager at Scarbrough’s, 
department store. 

 
1959  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 
  Plumbing and electrical service (at the house) 

Also listed is Annie M> Gissell, credit manager at Goodfriends, ladies’ clothing, 
901 Congress Avenue. 

 
1955  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Plumbing and electrical business (at the house) 
Also listed is Annie M. Gissell, credit manager for Goodfriends, ladies’ clothing, 
901 Congress Avenue. 

 
1952  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, 1107 S. Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1949  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, “Plumbing, Heating, and 
Electrical Contractor – “Old Reliable”, licensed and bonded, 1712 S. Congress 
Avenue. 

 



 
1947  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, “Plumbing, Heating, and 
Electrical Contractor – “Old Reliable”, licensed and bonded, 1706 S. Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1944-45 R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, “Plumbing, Heating, and 
Electrical Contractor – “Old Reliable”, licensed and bonded, 1706 S. Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1941  Rudolph W. and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, plumbing, heating, and electrical 
contractor, 1706 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1939  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, plumbing, heating, and electrical 
contractor, 1706 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1937  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, plumbing, heating, and electrical 
contractor, 1706 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1935  R. William and Ida M. Gissell, owners 

Proprietor, R.W. Gissell Plumbing and Heating, plumbing, heating, and electrical 
contractor, 1708 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
1932-33 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell are listed at 203 W. 39th Street; he was a 
partner in Howell – Gissell – Howell with Bennett E. Howell and Bennett V. 
Howell, plumbing, heating, and electrical contractors, 1312 S. Congress Avenue.  
NOTE:  The Howells also lived at 1312 S. Congress Avenue. 

 
The following listings are for R.W. Gissell prior to moving into this house: 
1930-31 R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell are listed at 203 W. 39th Street; he was the chief 

estimator for B.E. Howell and Son, (Bennett E. Howell and Bennett V. Howell, 
proprietors), plumbing, heating, and electrical contractors, 1312 S. Congress 
Avenue. 

1929 R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell are listed at 203 W. 39th Street; he was an estimator 
for John L. Martin, plumbing, heating, and electrical supplies, 410 Congress 
Avenue. 

 
1927 R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell are listed at 203 W. 39th Street; he was a foreman for 

John L. Martin, plumbing, heating, and electrical supplies, 410 Congress Avenue. 
 
1924 R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell are listed at 203 W. 39th Street; he was a plumber for 

John L. Martin, plumbing, heating, and electrical supplies, 410 Congress Avenue. 
 
1922 R.W. and Ida Mae Gissell are listed at 109 E. 30th Street; he was a plumber for 

John L. Martin plumbing, heating, and electrical supplies, 410 Congress Avenue. 
 
1920  R.W. and Ida M. Gisselll are not listed in the directory. 
 
1918 R.W. and Ida M. Gissell are listed at 112 W. 30th Street; he was a plumber for 

A.E. Hancock Company, plumbers, gas and steam fitters, electricians, and 
electrical supplies, 908 Congress Avenue. 
 



 
1916 R. W. Gissell is listed at 209 E. 15th Street, the home of his widowed mother, 

Anna Gissell.  He was a contractor; his brother, Henry L. Gissell was also a 
contractor living in the family’s home on 15th Street.  

 
1914 R.W. Gissell is listed as a plumber working for Texas Plumbing Company, 215 

Congress Avenue; he lived with his mother, Anna Gissell, at 209 E. 15th Street. 
 
1912-13 R.W. Gissell is listed as a plumber living in the home of his mother, Anna Gissell 

at 905 W. 11th Street. 
 
1910-11 R.W. Gissell is listed as an apprentice electrician for John L. Martin, plumber, 

steam and electrical supplies, 408 Congress Avenue; he lived in the home of his 
mother, Anna Gissell, at 301 E. 14th Street. 

 
1909-10 R.W. Gissell is listed as a messenger for the Western Union Telegraph 

Company; he lived with his mother, Anna Gissell, at 304 E. 16th Street. 
 
1907-08 R.W. Gissell is not listed in the directory.  Anna Gissell is listed at 212 W. 17th 

Street. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Rudolph W. and Ida Mae Gissell appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $3,500, the same as the house next door.  Rudolph W. Gissell was 47, had 
been born in Texas, and was the proprietor of a plumbing and electrical business.  Ida Mae 
Gissell was also 47, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 
children: Annie Mae Gissell, 23; and Rudolph W. Gissell, Jr., 20, an electrician. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Rudolph W. and Ida Mae Gissell at 203 W. 39th Street, a house 
they owned.  Rudolph W. Gissell, Jr. is shown as Billy.  Rudolph W. Gissell, Sr. was an 
estimator for a plumbing shop. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Rudolph W. and Ida M. Gissell as the owners of the house at 112 
W. 30th Street; Rudolph W. Gissell was a plumber for an electrical supply company. 
 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that Rudolph William Gissell was born 
February 16, 1894 in Austin, and that he was a plumber working for A.E. Hancock Company at 
908 Congress Avenue.  He had a wife and baby [Annie], and lived at 112 W. 30th Street in 
Austin.  He was of medium height and build, had brown eyes and black hair. 
 
The 1910 U.S Census shows Rudolph Gissell as the 16-year old son of Anna Gissell, a 43-year 
old widow who had been born in Germany, and who had immigrated to the United States in 
1878.  She had no occupation listed, but her two oldest sons, Henry, 18, was a carpenter, and 
16-year old Rudolph was an electrician. 
 



 

 
Obituary of Ida Mae Gissell 

Austin American, July 28, 1960 
 



 

 
Obituary of Rudolph W. Gissell 

Austin Statesman, January 16, 1973 
 



 

 
Obituary of R.W. Gissell 

Austin American, January 17, 1973 
 

 
Obituary of Annie M. Gissell 

Austin American-Statesman, May 17, 1990 
 
 



 
 
 

A water service permit was issued for this property in 1933; no copy of the original document 
remains. 
 

 
Building permit to R.W. Gissell to apply asbestos siding to the house (1961) 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 


