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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 22, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0493 
2505 BLUEBONNET LANE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1954 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, broken gabled-roof, stone-veneered house with stucco details; standing 
seam metal roof; recessed entry with stuccoed porch posts; modern replacement windows. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in the early 1950s, and may have been a converted 
barn. There is no evidence in city directories of any house on this east side of Lamar 
Boulevard prior to the early 1950s.  The first owners and occupants were Alexie and Joyce 
Benney, who lived here until around 1957.  Alexie Benney was a clerk at the Post Office, 
but his obituary indicates that he was also a popular square dance caller and instructor.  
From around 1957 through the early 1980s, the house was owned and occupied by Olan and 
Frances Kelley.  Olan Kelley was a police officer.  After Olan and Frances Kelley divorced in 
1980, she remained in the house.  She worked as a clerk for the State Commission for the 
Blind. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey, and Sanborn maps through 1962 do not 
show this area of the city. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 
of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2505 Bluebonnet Lane 
ca. 1954 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2505 Bluebonnet Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2015 
 
1992  Malcolm H. and Michelle Welbourne, renters 
  Malcolm: Musician 
  Michelle: Nurse, Seton Medical Center 
 
1985-86 Frances L. Kelley, owner 

Clerk, State Commission for the Blind 
 
1981  No return 
 
1977  No return 
 
1973  Olan A. and Frances L. Kelley, Jr., owners 

City police 
 
1968  Olan A. and Frances L. Kelley, Jr., owners 
  City police 
 
1962  Vacant 

NOTE:  Olan A. and Frances L. Kelley are not listed in the directory. 
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1959  Olan and Frances L. Kelley, Jr., owners 

City police 
NOTE:  Alexie Benney is listed as a clerk at the Post Office who was living at the 
rear of 310 Bowie Street; A Joyce Benney was a clerk with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture who lived on Rural Route 5; and Martha N. Benney was a checker 
in the State Department of Public Safety and lived at 1119-A W. 10th Street. 

 
1955  A.H. and Joyce Benney, owners 

Clerk, Post Office 
Also listed are A. Joyce Benney, a clerk at the Agricultural Marketing Service; 
and Joe Benney, no occupation shown. 
NOTE:  Martha Benney is listed at 1119 W. 10th Street; she was a checker with 
the State Department of Public Safety. 
NOTE:  Olan A. and Frances Kelley, Jr. are listed at 4500 Hank Avenue; he was 
a city policeman. 

 
1952 The address is not listed in the directory.  There are no addresses on this side of 

S. Lamar Boulevard, and no indication of an alternate street name for what is 
now Bluebonnet Lane on the east side of S. Lamar. 
 
NOTE: Alexie H. and Martha Benney are listed at 1119 W. 10th Street; he was a 
supervisor at the Post Office; she was a clerk with the Department of Public 
Safety.  Listed with them was Alberta Benney, a clerk with the Department of 
Public Safety. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Alexie and Martha Benney (ca. 1954 – ca. 1957) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Alexie and Martha Benney as the renters of an apartment in the 
house at 94 East Avenue in Austin, which was owned by Dave Schmidt, a well-known 
restaurateur and tavern owner.  Alexie Benney was 34, had been born in Texas, and was a 
male clerk at the Post Office.  Martha Benney was 35, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had 2 children: Alberta, 6; and Alexie, Jr., 4.  Both children had been 
born in Texas.  Both the 1930 and 1920 U.S. Census reports show Alexie Benney living in the 
home of his aunt, Virginia Maufrais, at 1403 W. 10th Street.  In 1930, Alexie Benney has a clerk 
at the Post Office; in 1920, he had no occupation listed. 
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Obituary of Alexie “Buck” Benney 

Austin American-Statesman, March 12, 1986 
 
 
Olan A. and Frances L. Kelley were married in 1950 and divorced in 1980. 
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Building permit to Olan A. Kelly, Jr. for the construction of a frame addition to the garage (1969) 

 


