N SUBJECT TRACT
[} PENDING CcasE CASE#: €15-2015-0068

L _ . ZONING BOUNDARY 5000 MARTIN AVE

1”=200|

Address: 5001 EVANS AVE

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries

This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness



CITY OF AUSTIN %
Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board
Decision Sheet

DATE: Monday, June 8, 2015 CASE NUMBER: C15-2015-0068
Y Jeff Jack - Chair

___Y____ Michael Von Ohlen 2" the motion

__Y___ Melissa Whaley Hawthorne - Vice Chair Motion to PP to July 13, 205
___Y___ Sallie Burchett

__Y____ Ricardo De Camps

Y ____ BrianKing

___Y____ Vincent Harding

Will Schnier - Alternate
Stuart Hampton - Alternate

APPLICANT: Nikelle Meade
OWNER: Adam Wilson
ADDRESS: 5000 MARTIN AVE, 5001 EVANS

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance(s) from Section 25-2-
832 (Private Schools) (1), of Division 3 — Civic Uses to decrease the minimum paved
width of a street that the site must be located on from at least 40 feet from the site to
where it connects with another street that also has a paved width of at least 40 feet
(required) to 27 feet paved width on both 50th Street and Evans Avenue and 31 feet
paved width on Martin Avenue (requested) in order to remodel and increase the
maximum number of students from 68 students (previous BOA variance requirement) to
125 student in a “SF-3-NCCD-NP”, Family Residence - Neighborhood Conservation
Combining District - Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (Hyde Park)

BOARD’S DECISION: POSTPONED TO June 8, 2015 AT THE APPLICANT’S
REQUEST (RENOTIFICATION REQUIRED)

RENOTIFICATION REQUEST: The applicant has requested a variance(s) from
Section 25-2-832 (Private Schools) (1), of Division 3 — Civic Uses to decrease the
minimum paved width of a street that the site must be located on from at least 40
feet from the site to where it connects with another street that also has a paved
width of at least 40 feet (required) to 27 feet paved width on 50th Street, Evans
Avenue and Martin Avenue (requested/existing) in order to amend a condition of
a previously approved variance so the applicant may increase the maximum
number of students allowed on the site from 68 (as required pursuant to a
previous Board variance approval on August 9, 2010 in case No C15-2010-0075
and 0076, existing) to the lower of either 125 students or the number of students
permitted based on the number of parking spaces provided in accordance with
the Table of Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements for Public or Private
Secondary Educational Facilities as listed in Section 25-6, Appendix A



Ly

(requested) in a “SF-3-NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood 6
Conservation Combining District - Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (Hyde Park)

June 8, 2015 - The public hearing was closed on Board Member Melissa Hawthorne motion
to Postpone to July 13, 2015, Board Member Michael Von Ohlen second on a 7-0 vote;
POSTPONED TO JULY 13, 2015.

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use
because:

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that:
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because:

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not
impair the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of
the regulations of the zoning district in which the property is located because:

N

Leane Heldenfels Jeff Jack
Executive Liaison Chairman



CITY OF AUSTIN 9‘)

Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board q
Decision Sheet
DATE: Monday, May 11, 2015 CASE NUMBER: C15-2015-0068

Jeff Jack - Chair

Michael Von Ohlen

Melissa Whaley Hawthorne - Vice Chair
Sallie Burchett

Ricardo De Camps

Brian King

Vincent Harding

APPLICANT: Nikelle Meade
OWNER: Adam Wilson |
ADDRESS: 5000 MARTIN AVE Tl C\Bwo

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance(s) from Section 25-2-
832 (Private Schools) (1), of Division 3 — Civic Uses to decrease the minimum paved
width of a street that the site must be located on from at least 40 feet from the site to
where it connects with another street that also has a paved width of at least 40 feet
(required) to 27 feet paved width on both 50th Street and Evans Avenue and 31 feet
paved width on Martin Avenue (requested) in order to remodel and increase the
maximum number of students from 68 students (previous BOA variance requirement) to
125 student in a “SF-3-NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood Conservation
Combining District - Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (Hyde Park)

BOARD’S DECISION: POSTPONED TO June 8, 2015 AT THE APPLICANT’S
REQUEST (RENOTIFICATION REQUIRED)

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use
because:

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that:
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because:

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not
impair the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of
the regulations of the zoning district in which the property is located because:

Leane Heldenfels \ Jeff Jack Q )
Executive Liaison Chairman
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CITY OF AUSTIN
APPLICATION TO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
GENERAL VARIANCE/PARKING VARIANCE

WARNING: Filing of this appeal stops all affected construction activity.

PLEASE: APPLICATION MUST BE TYPED WITH ALL REQUESTED
INFORMATION COMPLETED.

STREET ADDRESS: 5001 Evans Avenue and 5000 Martin Avenue and 5002 Martin Avenue

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision — _The Highlands
1-7, /2 of
Lot(s) Iot 8; 27-32Block 6 Outlot Division

[/We Nikelle Meade of Husch Blackwell on behalf of myself/ourselves as authorized agent for

The Griffin School, Inc., a Texas nonprofit corporation affirm that on May 14, 2015 ,

hereby apply for a hearing before the Board of Adjustment for consideration to:

(check appropriate items below and state what portion of the Land Development
Code you are seeking a variance from)

ERECT __ ATTACH ___ COMPLETE ___ REMODEL _X MAINTAIN

The applicant is seeking a variance from the minimum street pavement width requirement of Section 25-2-832 (1)
from 40 feet minimum (required) to 27 feet minimum (existing) in order toc amend a condition of a previously-
approved variance so that the applicant can increase the maximum number of students allowed on the site from
68 (as imposed by the Board on August 9, 2010, in Case No. C15-2010-0075 and Case No. C15-2010-0076) to the
lower of either 125 or the number of students permitted based on the number of parking spaces provided in
accordance with the Off-Street Parking Requirements for Secondary Educational Facilities.

ina SF-3-NCCD-NP district.
(zoning district)

NOTE: The Board must determine the existence of, sufficiency of and weight of evidence
supporting the findings deseribed below. Therefore, you must complete each of the applicable
Findings Statements as part of your application. Failure to do so may result in your application
being rejected as incomplete. Please attach any additional support documents.

Updated 1/15 2



VARIANCE FINDINGS: I contend that my entitlement to the requested variance is B’
based on the following findings (see page 5 of application for explanation of v
findings):

I. The zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use

because:
the property cannot be used as a school without a variance from the street width requirements. So, the only other available use for
the property would be a church or a single-family residence. A church is nol a reasonable use because there 1s insufficient

parking to accommodate church activities. A single-family residential use is not reasonable because the site is already
developed with commercial and civic-type buildings that would Have o be demolished and replaced.

HARDSHIP;

2. (a)The hardship for which the variance is requested.is unique to the property in that:
the proper(t isa ne}}gahborl?x&gschogl situated%etween three s aﬁ neighgorgog(li'1 streets, wger s nfgst other.schools in the
city are located on larger streets and arterials. Further, whereas schools are required to have larger street widths than other

uses because of emergency access and turn and maneuvering radii of school busses, the applicant’s use does not create a
concern because there is sufficient fire and emergency access to the property by more than one street, and
the school does not utilize school busses for the transport of students.

(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because:

the Griffin School is the only property in the area that does not meet the street width requirement as it is the only school

in the area located on a street that is less than the minimum width.

AREA CHARACTER:

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not
impair the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the
regulations of the zoning district in which the property is located because:

the use for which the variance is needed already exists on the property and the addition of students will
not bring more traffic to the site than the site can accommodate.

PARKING: (Additional criteria for parking variances only.)

Request for a parking variance requires the Board to make additional findings. The

Board may grant a variance to a regulation prescribed Section 479 of Chapter 25-6 with

respect to the number of off-street parking spaces or loading facilities required if it makes

findings of fact that the following additional circumstances also apply:

I. Neither present nor anticipated future traffic volumes generated by the use of the site
or the uses of sites in the vicinity reasonable require strict or literal interpretation and
enforcement of the specific regulation because:

Updated 1/15 3



2. The granting of this variance will not result in the parking or loading of vehicles on
public streets in such a manner as to interfere with the free flow of traffic of the
streets because:

3. The granting of this variance will not create a safety hazard or any other condition
inconsistent with the objectives of this Ordinance because:

4. The variance will run with the use or uses to which it pertains and shall not run with
the site because:

NOTE: The Board cannot grant a variance that would provide the applicant with a special
privilege not enjoyed by others similarly situated or potentially similarly situated.

APPLICANT CERTIFICATE - [ affirm that my statements contained in the complete
application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signed ; Mail Address Husch Blackwell, LLP, 111 Congress Ave.,
Suite 1400

City, State & Zip Austin, Texas 78701

Printed Nikelle Meade Phone 512-479-1147 Date 5/14/2015

OWNERS CERTIFICATE - I affirm that my statements contained in the complete application
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Signed Mail Address 5001 Evans Ave.

City, State & Zip _Austin, Texas 78751

Printed Adam Wilson, Director, The Phone 512-454-5797 Date 3/27/2015
Griffin School, Inc., a Texas
nonprofit corporation

Updated 1/15 4
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2 The granting of this variance will not result in the parking or loading of vehicles on
public streets in such a manner as to interfere with the free flow of traffic of the
streets because:

3. The granting of this variance will not create a safety hazard or any other condition
inconsistent with the objectives of this Ordinance because:

4. The variance will run with the use or uscs to which it pertains and shall not run with
the site because:

NOTE: The Board cannot grant a variance that would provide the applicant with a special
privilege not enjoyed by others similarly situated or potentially similarly situated.

APPLICANT CERTIFICATE -1 affirm that my statements contained in the complete
application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief

Mail Address 111 Congress Ave, Suite 1400

Signed

City, State & Zip Austin, TX 78701

Printed Nikelle Meade Phone 479-1147 Date 3/25/15

OWNERS CERTIFICATE ~ [ affirm that my statemenis contained in the coniplete application
are true an dj;e t to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Signed Mail Address SOO , E\I ans A\St -

City, Staie & Zip A‘AS"}' A TX 1'.’5'8:‘1:5 .
Printed Adl&m L\&“Sﬁ"'\ Phone ‘;"'57?{ 5797 Date 3/2?/20‘5

Updated 1/15 4
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| == Cl5-905-CDH

Meade, Nikelle

Subject: FW: Griffin School (SPC-2014-0216CT) - Street width variance g

M

From: Stookey, Scott
Date: Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 8:08 AM

Subject: RE: Griffin School (SPC-2014-0216CT) - Street width variance
To: "Nhat M. Ho, Civilitude"

Nhat:

h your statement As was dlscussed the proposed location ofthe bu11d1ng has two AWU ﬁre
feet o tructure, with the hydrants accessible from two separate streef ' g
from the public roadways prov1de sufficient access for AFD a'aparatus to be posmoned so hose streams will
reach all sides of the new and buildings within hose lay distances of 150 feet or less.

Scott Stookey

Engineering Associate C

Engineering Services - Fire Marshal's Office
Austin Fire Department

505 Barton Springs Road, Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78704

Office: 512-974-0157

From: Nhat M. Ho, Civilitude [m_

Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2015 7:46 AM
To: Stookey, Scott
Subject: Griffin School (SPC-2014-0216CT) - Street width variance

1
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CITY OF AUSTIN
Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board 9}
Decision Sheet
DATE: Monday, August 9, 2010 CASE NUMBER: C15-2010-0075

Y__ Jeff Jack
____Y___ Michael Von Ohlen Motion To GRANT
Y Nora Salinas

___Y___ BryanKing
Y
Y

Leane Heldenfels, Chairman
Clarke Hammond, Vice Chairman 2" the Motion
Y Heidi Goebel

APPLICANT: Jim Bennett
OWNER: The Griffin School

ADDRESS: 5000-5002 MARTIN AVE

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance from the minimum
street paved width requirement of Section 25-2-832 (1) in order to remodel an existing
Religious Assembly Use to create a Private Secondary Educational Facility in an “SF-3-
NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood Conservation Combining District —
Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (North Hyde Park Neighborhood NCCD) The Land
Development Code states that a private secondary school must be located on a street
that has a paved width of at least 40 feet from the site to where it connects with another
street that has a paved width of at least 40 feet.

BOARD’S DECISION: The public hearin'g was closed on Board Meniber Michael Von Ohlen
motion to GRANT with conditions to limit 68 students or 38 parking spaces as per exhibit C6/24,
Board Member Clarke Hammond second on a 7-0 vote; GRANTED.

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use because:
the redevelopment of this existing civic use to create another civic use cannot occur without
the variance, the ordinance when adopted did not considered a property with three street
frontages

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: the
property has frontage on three streets and an alley, none of which has 40ft of paving width,
additional ROW nor paving can be provided when someone else owns the property that
would be required to provide the 40ft of paving width for the entire block
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: private
secondary schools are required to meet this requirement while the nearby public school is
not required to meet this requirement, this is the only private school in close proximity

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not impair
the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the regulations of
the zoning district in which the property is located because: the site is developed with a
church use and the change of use will not be a detriment to the neighborhood, it will not
impair the purpose the regulations because ample frontage access, and traffic is being
distributed onto three streets.

Susan Walker Leane Heldenfels
Executive Liaison. Chairman
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CITY OF AUSTIN LX
Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board 99
Decision Sheet
DATE: Monday, August 9, 2010 CASE NUMBER: C15-2010-0076

Y JeffJack
Y___ Michael Von Ohlen Motion To GRANT
Y Nora Salinas
Bryan King
Leane Heldenfels, Chairman
Clarke Hammond, Vice Chairman 2" the Motion
Y Heidi Goebel

ADDRESS: 600 50TH ST

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance from the
minimum street paved width requirement of Section 25-2-832 (1) in order to
remodel an existing Religious Assembly Use to create a Private Secondary
Educational Facility in an “SF-3-NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood
Conservation Combining District — Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (North
Hyde Park Neighborhood NCCD) The Land Development Code states that a
private secondary school must be located on a street that has a paved width of at
least 40 feet from the site to where it connects with another street that has a
paved width of at least 40 feet.

Y
Y
Y

BOARD’S DECISION: The public hearing was closed on Board Member Michael Von
Ohlen motion to GRANT with conditions to limit 68 students or 38 parking spaces as per
exhibit C6/24 , Board Member Clarke Hammond second on an 7-0 vote; GRANTED.

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use because:
the redevelopment of this existing civic use to create another civic use cannot occur without
the variance, the ordinance when adopted did not considered a property with three street
frontages

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: the
property has frontage on three streets and an alley, none of which has 40ft of paving width,
additional ROW nor paving can be provided when someone else owns the property that
would be required to provide the 40ft of paving width for the entire block
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: private
secondary schools are required to meet this requirement while the nearby public school is
not required to meet this requirement; this is the only private school in close proximity

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not impair
the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the regulations of
the zoning district in which the property is located because: the site is developed with a
church use and the change of use will not be a detriment to the neighborhood, it will not
impair the purpose the regulations because ample frontage access, and traffc is being
distributed onto three streets. :

Susan Walker Leane Heldenfels
Executive Liaison Chairman



Austin, TX Code of Ordinanc

Page 1 of 8

APPENDIX A. - TABLES OF OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS.
% PART 1 - MOTOR VEHICLES

g Requirement

Off-Street
Loading
Requirement

None

None

None

None

None

Schedule C

ISchedule C

Schedule C

None

None

Schedule B

Schedule C

Schedule C

None

plc yées'plus 6 queue spaces for

PR IR N .
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Austin, TX Code of Ordinanc Page 5 of 8

LY
Schedule B 59

Schedule C

Schedule B

Schedule C

Schedule B

Schedule B

Schedule B

Schedule B

None

None

Schedule B

Schedule C

Schedule C
Schedule B

Schedule B

Schedule B

Schedule C
Schedule B

Schedule B

Schedule B

in 11th and 12th grades
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My name is Dwayne Barnes. My family owns and resides at 5003 Martin Ave, a property directly across b
from the Martin Site of the Griffin school. The following is a timeline of my oversight, research, and
involvement with proposed operations and expansion of the Griffin School since August, 2010, both in

support and opposition.

lune 2010 (exact date unknown)

Trinity United Methodist Church and The Griffin School hosted a “come see the proposed future site of
the Griffin School” open house. At this time, enrollment of the school was 53 students. | was leaving to
run errands and was shocked to see 50" St. and Martin was lined with cars from stop sign to stop sign. |
got in my car, backed out very carefully to avoid backing into any cars, and proceeded north towards
51°" St. However, cars were heading towards me and there was not room for me to pass them. So |
stopped and put my car into reverse to return to my driveway and let the oncoming cars pass, but
another car was now behind me and | couldn’t reverse. | quickly judged that | could make it to my
neighbor’s drive and the car behind me could block my drive to let the oncoming traffic through. | was

alarmed to say the least.
June 30, 2010

A special meeting of the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association (HPNA) is called to support the Griffin
School’s purchase and use of the property owned by Trinity United Methodist Church. Neither my wife
nor |, nor any of our neighbors heard anything about this meeting. According to the HPNA, no records of
the meeting exist, other than the letter of support up to 125 students which was written for submission

to the Board.

* Adam Wilson is the Griffin School’s owner. According to him (both verbally and in email) his
presentation at the special meeting included the school’s long-term plan, which is to grow to 120
students. In conversations, Adam has assured me that a student body of 120 has always been the goal.
He said it was the number from conception; when it was just on paper, and the founders were
envisioning what they wanted to create, 120 was the number. He explained they want to have 3
sections of 10 students per level, across 4 levels.

This is an excerpt from documents generated after a meeting with Adam and his planning team:

Minutes
5:40 PM Project & Attendees Introduction:
Adam Wilson: Gave a general welcome on behalf of the school. He provided brief

background of the project: The school has loved being in this location and being part of the
neighborhood community. When Griffin School purchased the property from Trinity
Methodist Church, the intent as communicated to the Hyde Park neighborhood community



was for the school to grow into the property and develop more classroom space to enable l/,
the enrollment to grow to approximately 120 students...

(See PDF “GriffinNeighborhoodMeeting2014-09-04-Minutes_always-120-students”)

July, 2010

My wife and | received notice that the Board of Adjustments would be considering a variance from the
40" width requirement to allow the school to operate in our neighborhood. Having experienced the
dangerous traffic the school had generated, we began Iookihg into the school. We discussed our
concerns about the proposed variance, and the impact the requested enroliment of 125 would have on
our quality of life, and decided we should attend the hearing.

July 12, 2010

At the Board of Adjustments hearing, the school’s owner, Adam Wilson, was asked what his current
enrollment was. He replied 53. The speaker said but you want to grow to 125. Adam replied that he
does want to grow beyond their current 53 students, but not to that level. He said he can’t see growing
beyond 100 students at the most. He added that the number of 125 maximum came from the Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association (HPNA) and was not the school’s number,

{(http://austintx.swagit.com/play/10052011-1144 Click on items G10 and G11)

August 9, 2010

My wife and | attended the Board of Adjustments hearing to speak both in opposition and support of
the School’s purchase and use of the property.

I explained the dangerous traffic situation | had experienced, and said that 125 students is simply too
many to safely manage coming to and from our neighborhood. | added that my wife and I liked what
we’d heard about the school, and while we’d prefer the church stay, we can’t expect that. We said that
under the circumstances, we think the school is the best new neighbor we can hope for, if it can be
worked out. Just not at the level they're requesting. 125 students is just too many.

The Board stated that safety issues created by over-density in a neighborhood with less than 40" width is
a genuine concern, not an arbitrary restriction. The Board placed the limit of a maximum enroliment of
68 students and 13 staff to address this safety concern, and asked if the school was agreeable to that
limit. Adam testified that they were fine with that limitation. He added that they would like to grow
beyond that at some point in the future, but that he knew he would have to add parking, and return to
the Board to get permission before expanding beyond that number. He then reminded the Board that
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the number of 125 was the HPNA’s number, not the Griffin School's number. He said he imagined they ﬁ
came up with that number out of concerns that the school may someday leave, and another come in its
place, and added that he wants to keep it a small school. At the 2010 meeting he stated

(http://austintx.swagit.com/play/10052011-1142 click on ltems C6 & C7)

2010 — not certain of date

The Griffin School was issued a Conditional Use Permit allowing a maximum enrollment of 53 students.

2011 {Date not recorded)

The Griffin School started demolition of the carport which existed behind the parish home at 5000
Martin Ave in order to clear way for construction of a new 954sf building. | contacted Adam and
inquired about the scope of the construction and his plans for the property; specifically the open lot
across from our house. My concern at the time was that he planned pave over the lot in order to add
parking and expand to 125 as he had requested on his 2010 variance application.

Adam assured me that was not the case. He said they do plan a new building in the next few years, but
that it was to be built on the Evans Ave site. No expansion of enroliment was disclosed. He said that they
are going to keep the Martin land green for outdoor classes and recreation. He said they also planned to
see if neighbors would be interested in the land being used as community gardens, chicken coops, etc.

It seemed to be the best alternative to the site remaining a church we could have ever hoped for.

2012

February 7: Neighbors were invited to a meeting to discuss the idea of Griffin Community Gardens. ldeas
were shared, interest was expressed, and the gardens were approved.

February 28: 8 plots were completed with more to be built. Sign-up for plots was opened in lottery

fashion.
March 13: My family secured a plot.
2013

Other than a few special events which brought traffic and congestion to dangerous levels, things
seemed to be going very well. I think we saw an increase in street parking and congestion towards the
end of year, but not typically to the point of being unsafe. My family and our neighbors enjoy the
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gardens, which are by this time were well established and poised for expansion. Our 2-year-old daughter /
loves walking across the street with us to pick tomatoes and flowers from our plot. q

2014
Things started falling apart.

Regular street parking and traffic increased due to the school having expanded enroliment well beyond
the limits placed by the Board and CUP. To lessen vehicle impact the school leased 22 parking spaces at
51°" and Eilers Ave from Ridgetop Baptist Church. The school is running out of room to continue

increasing enroliment.

Instead of returning to the BOA for authorization to expand, the school simply submitted a site plan to
build additional classrooms. My wife and | are shocked at the size, scope, location, and design of the
proposed construction. At the time | didn’t know the griffin school had already far exceeded its
enrollment cap; | only know the school intended to do so without returning to the BOA.

| began making inquiries with Adam and was told, “the plan is within code, we have the numbers, so it’s
what we're doing.” | turned to the city. | didn’t understand how they were being allowed to expand
enrollment to 120 students with a simple administrative site plan when the Board had clearly limited
them to 68 (I hadn’t learned yet of the CUP limit of 53). | spent countless stressful hours over the rest of
the year corresponding with the city and the school, searching for documents downtown and online,
and familiarizing myself with the language of zoning and code.

Every 6 weeks or so for the remainder of the year (and into 2015) the project became stuck in a cycle
where the school would submit a new re-interpretation of the Board’s limitations, then | would find
additional documentation showing the proposed growth is not allowable. The cycle almost ended in
January, 2015 with the site being approved for 106 students. The school argued that the limit in the CUP
of 53 students was Per Site, for a total enrollment of 106. Officially then, they would build the new
building with the limit of 106 students, then would return to the BOA at a future date to request a
variance for an additional 14 students.

January 2015, day uncertain.

I met with Adam having been assured in December by Bryan Golden that the school would have to
return to the Board due to lack of clarity of the Board’s intention in 2010. When Adam began talking
about proceeding towards expansion, | mentioned that my understanding was the school had to return
to the BOA. Adam’s response was that was not true. He said they were working out the details of one
last item regarding parking requirements. He said he does not need to add any parking spaces because
he is approved for every parking reduction available. All that was left was to legally assign about half of
the parking on the Evans site to the Martin Site.



Following this meeting | had another lengthy conversation with Bryan Golden, who said they were going
to take the case to the assistant director for a final decision regarding what the Board intended to allow.
[ again said the Board’s intention was quite clear, and offered to email a partial transcript 'd made of
the July 2010 hearing, along with the URL to view the hearing online. He said he would appreciate that.

February 2, 2015

[ emailed the partial transcript and the link to Bryan. | said that even if they only listen to the first few
minutes, | believe it will be clear to them that the Board did not intend their decision to be applied to

each site, but rather to the school’s use of the sites combined.

February 3, 2015

Bryan emailed back to thank me for sending the information and tell share what criteria they would be

reviewing.
February 13, 2015

Bryan emailed to let me know that it has finally been determined that the site plan will be rejected and
the school instructed to return to the Board for approval to enroll more than 68 students.

June 15, 2015
After a meeting with the neighbors, Adam emailed this inquiry:

“The last thing | will say about our enroliment is to just ask why it is a point of contention in-and-of-
itself? If we can address the concerns of parking, traffic, building design, too many kids bouncing too
many basketballs down the road, and whatever else is of concern, why is our enrollment a problem? If
we can address your concerns as the school grows, then | wouid simply ask that you please support the
school to grow to the level at which we can be successful in the long term.”

My respaonse is that 68 was a point of contention in-and-of-itself, but an acceptable one.

By spring of this year, the enroliment was up to 93 students (possibly more are enrolled for the fall).
That's 25% more than the Board allowed, and nearly double what the CUP allowed. The school owns
just 35 parking spaces, mostly on the Evans site, but leases 22 more. They already have bike racks and
shared car parking onsite. They consistently have faculty parking on the street on 50" at Martin, and
there is an ongoing presence of several cars parked for picking up kids from 3:40 to 4:30. They are
maxed out at 93, and if they lost their lease of the 22 spaces, the current enrollment would already
present an ongoing danger. They have no plans to add parking onsite.

68 students and 13 staff is the equivalent density of 11 families living on 7 plats (4 duplexes and 3 SF
homes), each family consisting of two adults and 5 children. It's uncommon for a family to have 5
children, and even less common to have eleven families of seven living across adjoining lots. Adding
that, in the Griffin’s case, half of the children are constantly of driving age, and for every 18-year-old
that moves out, a new 15-year-old will move in, it's already quite excessive for our infrastructure.

L
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Still, I think that many of our neighbors can live with the current enroliment of 93, assuming that traffic %\
and street parking starts to be more controlled, and the 22 spaces currently leased can be maintained in
perpetuity.

However, unless the Board can prevent any additional construction, | would ask it not to expand the
school’s maximum. | have several reasons for asking this:

First, it's clear that the school will grow to its physical limits regardless of what caps are placed on it by
the Board or Commission. Allowing new construction will result in the school growing at least to 120,
and probably well beyond.

Second, the North Hyde Park NCCD stipulates that a private secondary education facility is allowed, but
is limited to a maximum of 2500 square feet. There is 7,000 square feet of facility on the Evans site, plus
another approximately 2100 square feet of facilities on the Martin site. ;

Third, the Evans site buildings consist of a meeting hall and classrooms. Plenty of parking exists on the
Evans site to support 68 students plus 13 staff. The Martin site on the other hand, is SF3-NCCD property.
The buildings that exist there are the original parish house built in the late 40’s, and a workshop building
situated behind it. This is in keeping with our residential character and maintains its character. The
Griffin School wishes to build an institutional style building on this property. If allowed, this would
forever change the use of the property to commercial. It would destroy the historic character of our
street and would lower property values and our quality of life.

Fourth, the school is already not willing or not able to prevent teachers from parking on the street in
order to be closer to the parish house classroom. Adding more classrooms and not adding any onsite
parking will result in street parking. The streets along this side of Martin and along 50" have no
driveways, therefore it only takes a few cars to make the street too narrow with no escape from

oncoming traffic.

Due to the nature of school traffic, the narrowness of the streets, and the lack of driveways on the
Griffin’s Martin site property lines, | ask that the board specify that the Griffin School is NOT ELIGIBLE for
Urban Core, or any other parking reductions. | also request that no offsite parking be allowed to meet
parking requirements for any future growth.

If the board thinks it is reasonable that the school should be allowed to grow beyond the 68 student cap
placed on the school in 2010. | beg that the allowance is made only after the school can show it can
handle growth responsibly, and in harmony with our neighborhood. The school has a history of doing
what it wants without planning for what the community around it needs. If given an unconditional
permission to grow, | believe our neighborhood will be severely and irrevocably damaged.

Any agreements, plans or directives which might work towards allowing some growth, while protecting
our neighborhood really needs to be part of the conditional use of the property. Anything unenforceable
might as well not exist in name either.

Thank you.



Meeting with Neighbors
Regarding the Planned New Building
Sept 4, 2014, 5:30pm

DRAFT

Attending
Adam Wilson, School Director, Griffin School

Dwayne Barnes, 5003 Martin Ave

Elizabeth Meador, 5003 Martin Ave

Travis Avery, Intern Architect

Murray Legge, Architect

Laura Handschumacher, Landscape Architect
Kathy Lawrence, HPNA VP

Nancy Mims, Hyde Park Resident, Griffin Board
Nhat Ho, Civil Engineer

Minutes

5:40 PM Project & Attendees Introduction:

Adam Wilson: Gave a general welcome on behalf of the school. He provided brief background
of the project: The school has loved being in this location and being part of the
neighborhood community. When Griffin School purchased the property from Trinity
Methodist Church, the intent as communicated to the Hyde Park neighborhood
community was for the school to grow into the property and develop more classroom
space to enable the enroliment to grow to approximately 120 students. The original
design had been to do an addition to the Evans Ave-side of the property. When the
school discovered that plan was not possible due to impervious cover limitation, it
shifted to an addition on the Martin Ave-side of the property, which has more open
space to allow for growth. This shift was intended to keep the school’s growth within
the bounds of city code and Hyde Park’s neighborhood plan for the area.

Murray Legge: Spoke about the site and building design concept for the new building. Murray
presented an image of the property site plan, showing the planned new building within



the context of the whole property. He presented the building as an addition that fits 6@

nicely into the property and into the neighborhood because of the following elements:

e The compatibility set-backs from the street and neighboring property. New building
is proposed 25 feet from the North and East property lines

e The relative small footprint of the building and height - 2,500SF and 30FT (two-story)
— given the size of the project site which comprises of six lots. Along with the existing
structures on the property, the planned new building would create an overall low
site density per lot.

e The orientation of the new building which puts its narrow end facing the
neighborhood street so the width of which is in keeping with the other houses along
the street

e The significant landscaping and trees around the building which include a new
arrangement for the existing community gardens (adding more garden space than
current exists) and a group of new trees on the side of the property bordering the
street.

e The building design itself which has a deep porch on its south side to encourage an
open, permeable feel, and a colorful sun screen element adds a prominent artistic
aesthetic to the building.

Nhat Ho: Spoke about the care the planning team took to create a plan that meets all City’s
requirements and respects the existing neighborhood plan by studying and meeting the
design intentions of the North Hyde Park NCCD Ordinance - governing document
drafted by the neighborhood and adopted by the city to preserve the look and feel of
the neighborhood. Nhat mentioned that the Design Team has met with the Hyde Park
Design Review Committee and all feedback provided had been positive. Nhat expressed
that he was available to address questions about the code compliance effort the school
has made as well as the effort to stay within the intent of the city and neighborhood’s
plan for growth and development.Nhat then opened the floor for feedback and
discussion from others.

6:00 PM Feedback and Discussion:
Dwayne Barnes: Expressed his general positive relationship with the school director and the
school’s work and mission but had the following concerns:

e Process: Previous communication from the school director and from the school itself via
the website expressed that the planned new addition would be on the Evans Ave side of
the property. The change in those plans to build on the east side of the property was
not communicated by the school to the immediate neighbors until after plans had been
developed and site plan application to the city had been submitted. This lack of
communication about this new plan feels like a betrayal of trust that existed between
the school and its neighbors.

e Congestion on Martin Ave if the school grows to 120 students as proposed, especially
during the drop-off and pick-up times. When cars are parked on both sides of the street



(or standing waiting for loading/unloading), it makes it hard for driving vehicles to
navigate the street and get past each other as needed.
e Code Compliance:

1. Dwayne believed the current site plan should have been submitted as a
conditional use (SPC) instead of normal site plan (SP).

2. His interpretation of the North Hyde Park NCCD Ordinance is that commercial
buildings are limited to a maximum of 2,500 square feet. The planning building
exceeds that limit.

3. His understanding of the school’s Conditional Use Permit is that it limits the size
of the school to an enroliment of 68 students as a condition for the use and
variance. The schools planned growth will exceed that limit.

Kathy Lawrence: Asked for clarification about the code compliance issues: .
e How many parking spaces are required to support the school’s growth to 120 students?
e Doesthe North Hyde Park NCCD in fact limit Griffin School’s new buildiﬁg to no more
than 2500 sqgft?

Nhat Ho: Addressed the code compliance questions as follow:

e Parking and traffic congestion: The number of parking spaces the school has currently
meets the requirements set by city code for its planned growth. The Hyde Park NCCD
says that on-site parking must meet the requirements of city code and discourages
parking spaces that exceed those requirements (this limitation is to prevent excessive
and new parking lots or parking garages in the neighborhood). The school is building
elements into its planned site that will encourage car sharing and walking/biking to
school —these elements are meant to reduce the number of vehicles that come to and
from the site on a daily basis; they concurrently provide reductions in the parking
requirements per city code. Beyond what code requires, the school is seeking to redirect
some of the vehicles traveling to and from the school over to the existing parking lots
space it has rented from the Ridgetop Baptist Church. It is also seeking to manage traffic
and parking by its staff, students, and parents.

¢ Griffin School has already obtained a conditional use site plan for the Martin Ave site at
the same time as the main site in 2010. Since the school is not proposing to change the
use that was granted, another conditional use site plan is not required. Only a site plan
is required for all the constructions proposed.

e Building size limitations in the North Hyde Park NCCD: the 2,500 SF building limit that
Dwayne mentioned only applies to lots that are zoned as commercial. such as NO —
“neighborhood office”. Since the Griffin School property has SF-3 zoning, that part of the
North Hyde Park NCCD does not apply in this case. Instead, the Griffin School is bound
by the limitations set by citywide code for all properties zoned SF-3. Although such
limitations do bound the school’s development in many ways, it does not limit the size
of the planned new building to 2,500 SF.



e Enroliment limitations: Nhat explained that during the Conditional use site plan review

M
4%

in 2010, the number of students was limited based on the number of parking spaces
provided. Since the school is meeting the current parking requirements of the City for
the proposed number of students and staff, the conditional use requirement is still
being met. The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association submitted a letter during that time
indicated their support for the school to grow up to 125 students. The variance granted
by the Board of Adjustment was only concerning the width of the adjacent streets not
meeting 40’ based on Land Development Codes

Adam Wilson:

Spoke about the intent of the school to maintain a trustful, positive, cooperative
relationship with its neighbors and to remain an asset to the neighborhood.

He explained his efforts to openly communicate the school’s long-standing plans to
expand its enrollment and develop the property further. He acknowledged that
many of those communication efforts were done three years ago when the school
moved onto the property, and he expressed regret that any recent lack of
communication from the school may have led Dwayne and Elizabeth and any other
neighbors to feel uninformed regarding the process.

He expressed the desire for further dialogue that would help build and maintain that
trust going forward.

He decribed the current effort and process to streamline pick-up and drop-off of the
school designed to help minimize congestion on Martin Ave and other streets
around the school property.

Nhat Ho: Testified that as a parent of Griffin himself, he received numerous communications
from the school regarding being courteous to the neighbors and follow the school
protocol regarding pick-up and drop-off

Kathy Lawrence: Suggested the possibility of a creating a “residential parking only zone” on
Martin Ave as a possible method to control traffic flow and parking on the streets
around the school.

Adam Wilson: Expressed that while designating “residential parking only zone” is not within the
school’s authority but he will continue to work with the neighbors and Design Team to
propose improvements that can be made.

Dwayne Barnes: Expressed other thoughts regarding the building itself;

The building as-designed is not compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. The
side of the building facing the street feels “closed”. He suggested opening the facade
with a door or balcony so that it was less flat. Most buildings in the neighborhood
are single-family homes that often have a shorter height closer to the street with a
second story rising up further away from the street. This kind of gradual rise away
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from the street would be a better design to make the building more compatible with
the surrounding homes of the neighborhood. Dwayne added that the west property
of the school is much more suitable to be developed as a commercial-style building,
while the east side of the property should remain undeveloped.

* Dwayne asked if the building could face its long side to Martin Ave and locate to the
back of the property. He understood that this may not work best for the school’s
programming.

Murray Legge:

e Discussed that the proposed building does have a door facing the Martin Ave side
and the front porch also opens to that side. Furthermore the landscape screening
and community garden will help breaking up the facde. -

® He agreed to look into design feature to further meet Dwayne’s concern.

e He expressed his goal to make the building be something that the neighbors would
appreciate._

Nhat Ho: Closed out the meeting encouraging attendees to continue to communicate with the
school and Design Team and hoped that the meeting served as the beginning of the
conversation not the end. Finally, he proposed the next steps:

1. The Design Team to provide detailed meeting minutes to all attendees

2. Attendees to concur or provide input regarding the accuracy of the meeting minutes.

3. After the meeting minutes are concurred, the Design Team to provide response to
outstanding questions and propose design tweaks aimed to address remaining concerns
from attendees.

4. Attendees are encourage to continue the dialogue that was started in the meeting with
members of the Design Team:

a. Nhat Ho — Nhat@civilitude.com: code compliance items

b. Murray Legge - Murray@murraylegge.com: building envelope design items

¢. laura Handschumacher- Laura@studiobalcones.com: landscape screening and
community garden items

d. Adam Wilson - adam@griffinschool.org: Griffin’s operational items

7. 15PM Meeting adjourned.
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Heldenfels, Leane

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

June 7
Leane Heldenfels

PO Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

John Constan*
Monday, June 08, 2015 6:

Heldenfels, Leane

Case Number C15-2015-0068
T

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave

Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

I have two houses nearby the school. We welcome this school and support its growth. They have repeatedly
supported the neighborhood and make it a better community. One of my houses is right down the street and I
have only seen one parking issue mainly around the coffee shop, not the school.

I also know that the school is very conscientious about traffic and have proactive plans to address future traffic.

Sincerely,



John and Samantha Constant

JOHN CONSTANT
Songwriter / Composer
512.653.7625

INDIE PSYCH POP

working on AM Alternative

gauing in 2015

e




Heldenfels, Leane

From: Paul Smit | i \/
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 3:30 PM 3

To: Heldenfels, Leane
Subject: Reference Case Number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave, Boardwg
Adjustment, June 8th, 2015 —

Hi Leane,

I am in FAVOR of the Griffins schools application for variance from the Board. I live in the Hyde Park
neighborhood and support what the HPNA is supporting.

The school is amazing and adds so much value to the culture and beauty of the neighborhood.

Janet

Janet Smith
4512 Avenue B

512-350-3673



Heldenfels, Leane

Ly

From: ‘ Paul Smit

Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 3:29 P !
To: Heldenfels, Leane Q\
Subject: Reference Case Number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave, Board o

Adjustment, June 8th, 2015~ =~ ——

Hi Leane,
Iam in FAVOR of the Griffins schools application for variance from the Board. | live in the Hyde Park neighborhood and

support what the HPNA is supporting.

I cannot express in words the value of having a school like the Griffin school in the neighborhood.

Paul

Paul Smith
4512 Avenue B
512-350-3673

Paul Smith

512-568-3790 (direct)

512-350-3673 (cell)

Computing Specialist




Heldenfels, Leane

]
From: Lynn Osgoo
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 2:49 PM
To: Heldenfels, Leane; Ramirez, Diana '}
Subject: IN FAVOR: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
M i S

June 8th, 2015
Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

I am writing to express my strong support for for the application being put forward tonight by the Griffin
School and its founder Adam Wilson.

On a personal level as a member of the Hyde Park neighborhood, I am deeply grateful for what the Griffin
School and Adam's family has brought to our community. From the creation of community gardens, to the
sponsorship of our Shipe Pool mural, to the coordination of numerous neighborhood gatherings, the school and
the Wilson's themselves have been given a tremendous amount to the community through both their advocacy

and direct support..

On a professional level, as an urban planner and adjunct professor of planning at the University of Texas, I find
the variance request to be thoroughly reasoned and supported by the genuine efforts the school has made to
accommodate the concerns of the local residents. I can personally attest that though I do not live directly
adjacent to the school, I am frequently in the neighborhood and very often see unused spaces on the property.

In the end, I believe the request in front of you tonight supports the city's larger goals to create a compact and
connected urban environment that provides the quality facilities and services needed to meet our growing
central city population, and in a way that is sensitive to neighborhood concerns and working proactively to
address them.

Sincerely,
Lynn Osgood

4015 Avenue D
Parks Board Member (Representative for Mayor Pro Tem Tovo)



Heldenfels, Leane

Sent: onady, June 08, 2015 9:552 AM L

To: Heldenfels, Leane; afiad :
Subject: Griffin School Case Numbg \*
Attachments: Griffin Schoo! 2015-2.pdf

Dear Commission staff:

Lucy Annette Jones and | own the residential property (tri-plex) at 5000 Evans, across from Griffin School.

We have reviewed the school's request for a conditional use permit and support their request to allow the school to
expand to a maximum of 125 students.  Our support is based on the detailed traffic plan, covenant and agreement
emailed by Mr. Adam Wilson to school neighbors on May 29th.

Attached is my comment form for consideration at the meeting scheduled today to consider the school's case.

We are pleased with the effort that the school is making to communicate with neighbors and trust that working
together, we can all experience the school as a positive presence in our neighborhood.

Susan Spruce
305.803.5780
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Leane Heldenfels r qq

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

As a family man living within 3 blocks of Griffin School, | am writing to voice my strong support for the
Griffin School and its goal to build and expand to 125 students.

| have lived in Austin north of the U.T, campus on multiple occasions between 2000 and 2015 and have
always loved the area. Having lived in East Texas, Tyler, Houston, Dallas/Plano, Buda, San Antonio, and
Austin, | can easily say that Austin is by far my favorite city in Texas! 1 moved to the Hyde Park area (53"
and Martin Ave, 3 blocks north of Griffin) in the summer of 2014 specifically to work with the Griffin
School. |taught Latin and English enrichment at the school this year, and | was excited to be able to
walk to work. | can also say that of the many schools | have worked with as a teacher, Griffin is my
favorite for the high-quality, personalfzed education and care given to each student. 1 fove living in this
neighborhood, within easy walking distance to Griffin School, Flightpath Coffee, the convenience store
on 51° and Bruning, and the little park on 52" and Bruning. |also runin these neighborhoods for
exercise, and | walk in these neighborhoods in the evening with my wife and/or by myself. It'sa

pleasant area.

The Griffin School is such an asset to the community. It is a small, well-run schootl that really cares for
and nurtures its diverse student body. The school has an excellent faculty, excellent academics, and
wanderful arts, music, and fashion programs. The students and faculty stay on the cute little campus,
usually in classes, but sometimes in the outdoor classroom, the garden, playing frisbee on the front
tawn, playing ping pong in the back yard, or eating lunch outside on pretty days in a nicely lahdscaped
environment. | have eaten my lunch outside on many occasions, and | have taken the students to the
outdoor classroom on many occasions. The students are quite well behaved and well managed. Far
from heing any kind of problem for the neighborhood, they contribute so much to the family-friendly
environment of Hyde Park. 3 blocks away is close and convenient, but | love the school so much, | wish |
were across the street! | have many students, also, who walk to school or ride their bikes. |, the other
faculty, and some parents and senior students also support neighborhood businesses like Flighpath and

the convenience store, Griffin is a great place.

| and my wife are expecting a child this summer. We would love to be in this area long term, for our
own and our children's benefit. We support the need of Griffin School to grow to 125 students. I've
seen first-hand what a wonderful job they do with the kids, and | would love to see them add a mere 33
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more young people, both for the immeasurable life-long benefit it will bring to those students and their qé
families, and for what it will mean in making the Griffin School economically sustainable fong-term,

With its dedicated staff and proposed new building, Griffin can easily manage 33 more students without

creating adverse consequences for the neighborhood. Well-managed growth for Griffin will mean

growth in benefits to the community. '

I would like to bear witness that Griffin parking and traffic is not a problem for the neighborhood. 1 and
many students often walk or bike to school/work; Griffin has extra parking off site 1.5 blocks away, and |
rarely see all the school parking spaces filled. Griffin administration has been excellent in handling
traffic and parking issues. The neighborhood would lose so very much if it ever lost Griffin School. |

wholeheartedly support the school.

Matthew ¥ruebbe

600 East 53" APT 132
Austin, TX 78751

Sincerely,



To: City of Austin Planning and Development Review Department 1st Floor
Leane Heldenfels \p
leane.heldenfels@austintexas.gov
512-874-2202

From: Elizabeth Meador
5003 Martin Ave
Austin TX 78751
512-698-7772

RE: Case number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Public hearing Board of Adjustment June 8, 2015

I object to the Griffin School request to increase enrollment for their school to 125 students (plus
staff).

They have a variance to operate a school on our neighborhood streets that are 27 wide for up to
68 students based on the number of parking spaces existing on their Evans site per the 2010
BOA decision. This cap was put in place to keep our streets safe while allowing a busy school to
exist in the religious assembly zoned building. They have stealthily grown to an enroliment of 93
students for the current school year without adding parking onsite, and now they cannot fit any
more students in their current building. They plan to construct a 5,188 sq ft institutional building
on the SF3 zoned Martin side (with no religious or commercial overlay) and use parking
exemptions to not add any additional parking. They resisted returning to the BOA for a new
variance and tried to get their plans for expansion approved by claiming they could have 68
students per site.

| object to the Board approving this variance. | request that you require the school to add some
additional parking along the Martin alley side as suggested by the school in 2010 based on their
already increased enrollment and staff. | do not want to see them tear down their existing Martin
side buildings (a small house and a metal/wood shop) nor do | want to lose more green space for
parking, but | want them to provide parking for their buildings so that they and future tenants of
this space provide for their own. Our streets are already busy from the increase in school
enroliment as well as neighborhood density. They are too narrow for two cars to pass each other
when other cars are parked on the street. This is the reason for the 40" street width requirement
for a secondary school, and we need the protection from the school's dramatic increase to protect
our children, bicyclists, pedestrians and cars.

/Colid] Jode
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Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members
Case Number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015 '

Ms. Heldenfelds and Board Members,

| am writing to you in favor of the application in the above case for The Griffin School. My son
has attended the Griffin School in the current location for the last four years. We are so
fortunate he was able to have this amazing educational experience in our neighborhood. We
live within walking distance of the school. The growth to 125 students would take them to the
ideal size for classes and social opportunities.

As a parent and living in the neighborhood, | have never had a problem picking up or dropping
off there is always a place to safely park. Adam is always very conscientious and asks
families to park in appropriate places for school and events.

| have known Adam and Caroline Wilson for many years and they have always made the
effort to be involved in the community and encourage the students to do the same. There

could not be a better neighbor.

Respectfully,
Sara Protzmann



Deborah Shelion, MD
4615 Spicewood Springs Road
Austin, TX 78759
512-241-1420

Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015
Case # C15-2015-0068
3001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave

Dear Leane Heldenfields and Austin Board of Adjustment members,

This letter is In Favor of the application for a variance from the board. As a parent of a
rising 11th grader who has attended programming at Griffin for over 4 years, [ have the

necessary experience to comment on the board decision.

My daughter has Dyslexia, Dysgraphia and ADHD. There are very few schools, or
arguably any other local schools, that can provide my daughter with a small class size,
rigorous college-prep education, and accommodate her special needs. Despite our
daughter’s learning differences, she has been able to thrive in this rigorouns academic
environment because the educational demand is balanced with dedicated and

passionate teachers and administrators who make the work exciting and interesting.

In addition, the school is a tremendous asset to the Austin community, encouraging
student leadership and responsibility, such as weekly volunteer work at the nearby
elementary school, as well as participation in {ocal arts in the East Austin Studio Tours,
and Inviting the community to participate in making a mosaic mural and other

improvements for Shipe Park.



A small increase in growth to 125 students is reasonable for sustaining appropriate
and necessary high school programming for a well-rounded education in academics,
fine arts, and athletics, as well as the opportunity to take advanced placement courses.
Several private high schools in town already fulfill certain sectors of our population, for
example the upper social classes, or children having difficulty making it in regular high
schools for a variety of reasons, but the Griffin School is unique in the Austin community,
providing a pretty even blend of students from a variety of backgrounds, all coming
together in a melting pot of love for academic curiosity, and reflecting Austin as a

smart, artsy and vibrant place to learn.

Regarding parking, I drop off my child and pick her up from school on a daily basis. I
have never had a problem finding a parking spot in the designated parking. In fact there
are usually several parking spots unfilled. On event days, parents park at the church
parking lot and walk over. It is my impression that neighborhood parking in front of
people’s homes must be due to overflow at local businesses on the next street. Adam
Wilson, school director, makes a written and verbal announcement at every event,
reminding parents to please be considerate of the neighbors by not parking in front of
their homes. And the parents are glad to do so. We want the neighbors to be happy and

participate in what we bring to the community.
Sincerely,

Deborah Shelton, MD
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PUBLIC HEARING HZ_WOHQQWHHOZ

Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public
hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
application. You may also contact a neighborhood or environmental
organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting
your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later

than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice will be sent.
A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with

standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a
board or commission by:

« delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
concern (it may be delivered to the conract person listed on a
notice); or

+ appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;

and:

- occuples a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject
property or proposed development;

« 15 the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or

« is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of
the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: http://www.austintexas.gov/devservices.

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned by noon the day
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Written comments must be submitted to the

R T T R SR T T T M T S S

Case Number; and the contact person listed on the notice. All comiments
received will become part of the public record of the case.

contact person listed on the notice

Case Number: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Contact: Leane Heldenfels, 512-974-2202, leane heldenfels @austintexas. gov
Public Hearing: Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015
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of the hearing to:

City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
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Leane Heldenfels

P. O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-1088
Or fax to (512) 974-6305
Or scan and email to leane heldenfels @austintexas.gov
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Reference Case Number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave

-

David Cordova &} Sun, Jun 7, 2015 at 3:17 PM
Reply-To: daye_

TO -‘{,‘_

Ms. Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members.

{am a parent of a 4 year Griffin student. The Griffin school has been an amazing school for my daughter. | feel completed to write
you today in favor of The Griffin Schoal application for a variance from the Board. 1 support the school's goal to grow to 125
students. This is the scale will enables the school to be sustainable as a school community and as a business. The school currently
has 93 students, so this only adds a maximum of 32 more.

There is a perception by a few of the school’s immediate neighbors there is a terrible parking and traffic situation in the
neighborhood already. Yes, it has been my understanding that there are parking issues on 50th Street and Evans because of people
parking to go to the coffee shop and yoga studic and other nearby businesses. Those are not Griffin School cars since, at Griffin,
there are always on-site parking spaces available for the staff and students who drive.

Itis my understanding that the school is planning a humber of ways to avoid traffic problems as it grows in the coming years. One
way includes requiring the students, who drive, to park offsite at the Ridgetop Baptist Church parking lot. This will leave many on-
site spaces open for drop-off and pick-up vehicles.

Thank you're your thorough review and consideration of all aspects of this case. Should you have any questions for me, please feal
free to contact me.

Regards,

David Cordova.



Adam Wilson <adam@griffinschool.org>

SN T

GRIFFN SCHOO,
letter of support %

Sun, Jun 7, 2015 at 2:05 PM

Nancy McCranie
To: Adam Wiison

June 7, 2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave -
Board of adjustment June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

My two sons are current students at Griffin High School, one is a rising sophomore and the other is a rising senior, As a
native Austinite, I'm aware of and sensitive to the changing traffic pattems of this wonderful city in which we live. In the
three years that the boys and | have been driving to school,however,not once have I noticed anything even remotely
resembling congestion or crowding around Griffin School. In fact, there are usually numerous spaces around the school
and the neighborhood in the moming when | drop off and in the aftemoon when I pick up. Likewise, when | have been to
the school in the middle of the day all is quiet and serene. Whenever | drive down Martin Avenue to drop the boys off |
especially notice how little through traffic there is, how peaceful it is. Whenever the school has an all school event there
is great care taken to inform school families as well as guests about where they can park and where they cannot.
Families are encouraged to park several blocks away in the overflow lot for a nearby Baptist Church. My experience is
that Griffin families are extremely cooperative in complying with these parking rules. In fact, just this past Saturday for
graduation | was witness to numerous individuals and groups of families happily walking together from the Baptist

parking lot to the school.

The Griffin School community is led by two amazing people: Adam and Caroline Wilson. They are people we all hold in
the very highest esteem for their integrity, honesty, kindness, thoughtfulness, and high standards. They, along with the
faculty and staff, have created a remarkable place where young people are not just educated, they are nurtured and
encouraged to be their best selves and to strive to become the kind of people who will be forces for good in the world.
These teenagers do gardening and yoga, they work with children at a nearby elementary school, they create art and
music and drama, they study hard and they figure out how to work through problems and conflicts by working together,
not pulling apart. In other words, Griffin School is a light in this world that is hungry for light. As a parent and member of
the school's Board of Directors, | can give you my sincere assurances that growing the student body just slightly to a
maximum of 125 students will not only make the school sustainable, but will help these remarkable young people have a
broader social and academic context in which to grow. | can assure you as well that detailed considerations have been
made as to how this step will not negatively impact the sumounding neighborhood in any way. Infact, | believe that
having this school in its midst makes it a safer, more beautiful, more vibrant, and peaceful place; a neighborhood set
apart because of the positive work going on inside and on the grounds of this wonderful school. Therefore, | urge you to

approve the request of the Griffin School.
Most sincerely,
Nancy

The Rev. Nancy Chester McCranie

Director of Volunteer and Bereavement Services
Hospice Austin,

512-567-5527






June 7, 2015 l/ys
Leane Heldenfels 6

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

| am a parent of a student which graduated last Saturday from the Giriffin School. |
would like to write to you today and state that | am IN FAVOR of the Giriffin School
expansion that is being discussed in the public hearing on June 8, 2015.

The Griffin School is a very unique and special school, unlike any other. My daughter
Jules, attended all 4 years of High School at the The Griffin School. Jules is a very
creative and smart child. She needed a college prep environment where her creative
side would also be nurtured and have a secure place in her daily schedule.

When we found Griffin, we were overjoyed that a school existed which brought such a
high level of education and combined it with a focus on superior creative and artistic
classes as electives. The Griffin School staff and teachers are the most caring and
dedicated group of people we have ever met. They provide an environment which
develops not only academic and artistic talent, but critical thinking, problem solving and
leadership skills to name a few.

We truly believe that there is no other school which could have provided the opportunity
that Griffin has for Jules. Her life is now on a completely different trajectory than it
would have ever been without the teachers and staff of the Griffin School. Saturday she
graduated with Honors and is going onto to College with the highest level of scholarship
the school provides.

The Griffin School is developing future leaders. They understand the powerful progress
that can occur when children have an opportunity to develop both academically and
creatively equally. They are teaching leadership skills which support them into
cultivating their full potential, contributing to their communities and become role models.
These are the leaders every Griffin student is being guided to become. i creates a
ripple effect on everyone they touch.

Adam Wilson has done an amazing job in leading this school, growing in a sustainable
way while always placing an importance on respecting the neighbors. The Giiffin
School has a solution to the parking challenges that are common to all of the
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community through awareness, respect, open communication, and numerous
volunteering activities done by the students and staff. These include student mentoring
at the nearby Ridgetop Elementary, Food Bank food drives and other regular activities.
This is a school which cares about the Community and teaches the students to get

involved as well.

neighboring businesses surrounding the school. We have always cared about the l/y

The school needs to grow to 125 students to create a sustainable environment and be
able to provide the complete program offering. The growth planned is controlled and is
implementing a business plan that was set from the beginning. As everyone knows,
providing superior education today costs money, this small expansion will allow them to
cover the costs for this effort.

The Griffin School is a model school that the neighborhcod community can be proud of
and we would appreciate the committee approving this growth.

Please feel free to call or email me anytime if you have any further questions,

Regards,

Robin Cordova
robin_cordova@yvanoo.com
512-342-2820
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Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

I am in very much support of the Griffin school’s need and goal to grow to a maximum of 125 students. While
it is currently a wonderful school that has excellent academics and students, a larger student body would create
more opportunities for improvement, and serve the needs of Austin’s creative industry.  In addition, in my
opinion, the school has gone out of their way to create a cooperative relationship with the surrounding
community. Moreover, the building, as originally created, used as a church, would have had at least as much
traffic and notse with the traditional use, as the proposed school size could ever produce. The Griffin school 1s
a positive entity in the community, and itsviability is crucial to the success of Austin as a city.

My daughter has been attending Griffin for the last two years. She has a slight learning disability, and the
public school was unable or unwilling to give her the extra time she needed to succeed. My sons had similar
issues, and stayed in the public school with less than adequate results. After it was suggested by the middle
school principal who had been at the high school my sons attended, that my daughter go to a different school,
she attended Griffin. The difference in Elyssa has been amazing. She went from hating Math, and having
serious writing issues, to loving the subject to the point where she is considering majoring in engineering and
learning how to write significantly better. In addition, she has been able to host a radio show an average of
twice a month that is nationally aired. Her self-confidence and competence has also greatly improved, and she
has loved the creative opportunities (having her art in the school art show, having good parts in the school
plays, and having drum lessons at school.) She is also able to catch up on the Math class where she fell behind
in the summer program at the school. Her only complamt is Griffin’s size. She wishes it were a little bigger,
so basketball and soccer wouldn’t have to be the only sports available to her.

Austin needs a school like Griffin to feed the creative industry. There are professional programs for musicians
at the school that have led to some students releasing cd’s, having record contracts, and other opportunities in
the entertainment industry. This summer, my daughter will have an internship at a record company, as her
current goal is to manage bands. Frequently, we hear of former Griffin students working for local newspapers
like the Austin Chronicle, or going to prestigious colleges. If you ever attended one of the Griffin Art nights,
you would see the talent of students being fueled by the Griffin school, even in endeavors like fashion design.
One of the best features of Griffin is that the students have opportunities they would never have been given
elsewhere. Elyssa was unable to be in the big plays at the local high school because there weren’t enough parts
for all the kids who wanted to participate, and those who were able were mostly those connected to the



school’s politically based infrastructure. She never had one piece of art in the previous school’s art show
because there simply wasn’t enough space. Also the art she was able to create was superior at the Griffin
school because of the resources available. For example, she made an amazing piece in a metal working class
that was an interpretation of an abandoned roller coaster, and a printed tote bag that has been complimented
almost every time she wears it. She is now taking drum lessons, something she had wanted to do at the public
school, but there was no availability in the band.

In my opinion, Griffin has gone above and beyond to have a symbiotic relationship with the community. The
frequent art nights and summer camps are very popular, and enrich the younger children and parents of the
community in ways that are immeasurable. The art nights have a nominal donation, and provided evenings of
amazing entertainment for the community. In addition, every time the school has an event like this, the
administration makes a point to tell everyone to park in the big parking lot a few blocks from the school if
there’s none in the school parking lot. There doesn’t seem to be issues with parking because I usually see
availability at the school itself, and have rarely had to use that parking, Students from Griffin are also
encouraged to help out with community endeavors like volunteering at the neighboring school in an organized
program, and working at the park improvement day.

Finally, the building used to be a church. 1 have churches near my house that cause much more disruption to
the surrounding community than this school ever has. On Sundays, there is always a police officer directing
the huge traffic flow that still disrupts traffic to the point where I choose other routes to drive. If the Griffin
school had to move to a different location, the building would be sold to another entity like a church that
would very likely be much worse for the cormmunity than Griffin ever was. Finally, the traffic in the
neighborhood that is being complained about is likely due to the other much more populous school, coffee
shops and restaurants, and its proximity to major thoroughfares that the roads lead to. The school is not the
cause. To keep there from being traffic and parking issues in the future, Adam Wilson has a plan for one way
traffic and required off-site parking by the students who drive, so the approximately 30 extra children won’t be
an issue. I personally would argue that the small number of extra children will not make a significant
difference, so they are actually not necessary precautions.

To sum up, The Griffin school has gone out of its way to be conscious of and meet the needs of the
surrounding community. The school has been a positive institution in Austin for the last several years, and it is
right and appropriate for them to grow in order to continue to be a viable entity. The few more students that it
will add will not make a significant difference to the community, but will give the students added opportunities

at a place that already has the strength of allowing them to try new things in a safe and supporting environment.

The alternative could be that the school moves to another location outside Austin, or worse closes down due to
lack of funds. In the second scenario, the city loses a school that has a track record of helping kids, who are a
little different, be able to realize dreams of art, music, and creativity. Please don’t let that happen.

Thanks.

-Sarah Sernaker
sdsernaker@email.com

E
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Leane Heldenfels eq

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8*", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

1 am in favor of the Griffin School's application for variance from the Boardin terms of the
content. | believe that this should happen so that the school expand and reach a more sustainable size. -

| have attended Griffin for the past four years and it has been a very supportive and greatly
assisted me in my education. Therefore | feel that Griffin is a benefit to society and believe that it should
be allowed to carry out its plans to expand to reach a more sustainable size so that it can continue
helping students, as it had helped me. Also, increasing the number of students will allow Griffin to offer
more different and advanced classes, which would make it an ever better school for preparing students
for life. Although Griffin will Increase its enroliment if the plans are carries out, it will still only have a
maximum of 125 students, which is very small compared to many other schools. This means that even
though there will be more students, it will be a quite small school and should not be too disruptive to

the surrounding community.

| have hear that there have been complaints about the school already causing traffic problems
on the nearby streets, but | have not seen severe parking problems myself. 1 have been picked up on
Martin Ave most afternoons for the past two years at about 4:15 and have very rarely seen any traffic
problems and there has usually only been a few cars from Griffin at most. From my observations, Griffin

is not currently causing any regular traffic problems.

{ therefore am in support of the Griffin Schootl's application because | believe expanding will
allow the school to continue helping students for a longer time and provide an even higher level of
preparation to those students. Also, the school is not currently causing any severe traffic problems on a

regular basis,
Sincerely,

Gwnm'/o Mwelrey
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Case Number €15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave \OD
Board of Adjust for June 8%, 2015

Dear Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members,

My name is Berdie T. Valdez and I would like to inform you that I am IN FAVOR of
the Griffin School’s application.

I have been involved with the Griffin school for 4 years now and fully support the
school trying to grow to 125 students. [t is important that the school be able to do
this in order to be sustainable. Why? Well this school is not like any other school.
The impact it has on not only the student’s lives, but the family’s they come from, is
incredible. They “are” the school that makes a different in people’s lives. In fact, [
have attended three graduation ceremony’s held by the school. This year my family
and friends and attended. Everyone could not believe the heartfelt stories told by
parents, siblings, teachers, friends, and extended family members. It was one of the
most beautiful and unique ceremonies they had ever been to. A ceremony that left
them touched by people that were complete strangers, but whose lives were
positively impacted by the school.

With regards to traffic in the area, I can tell you first hand that [ have seen
individuals park on Evans and 50t street then walk over to 515t and Duval. Usually
these individuals resemble that of college students. Ihave never seen a huge
amount of congestion but I have seen non-school personnel park in the area.

The school has also been very responsible in letting school personnel know where
available parking is located and also informs school personne] and their families
where “not” to park. This is done numerous times throughout the year. They work
hard to keep their neighbors happy. Not because they have to, but because they
genuinely want to.

The world needs more schools like Griffin. Please help them to become sustainable
so that they can continue to impact more lives.

Thank You,
Berdie Valdez

512 297-5454
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June 7,2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Aqstin, TX78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0048
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

We support the Griffin School’s goal to grow to 125 students. This number of students will
allow Griffin to be a sustainable school and business that has proven to be a desirable
component of the viable community that many have worked so hard to foster for many,
many years. As residents of the Hyde Park neighborhood for 24 years we are quite
satisfied that the parking and traffic situation at Griffin has been and will continue to be
quite well managed. | can think of no better use of the school property. As a vibrant
neighborhood and a growing city we must encourage and support those institutions and
businesses that have embraced the ideals that have contributed in so many positive ways
to building a better community. Our family lives in Hyde Park, and we own rental property
here as well. The Griffin School has made our experience in Hyde Park richer in every way.
I am certain the school will continue to do so if they are permitted to grow to the level of
sustainability they are requesting in the case before you tomorrow.

Sincerely
Mark & Aviva Fishman

3903 Avenue G



June 7, 2015

Leane Heldenfels L}p

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088 (0')'
Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave

Board of Adjustment, June 8%, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

- We live in north Hyde Park and are neighbors with the Griffin School. The school is a great
neighbor. It does a lot for the community, including summer camps for kids, art classes for
adults, mentoring of Ridgetop Elementary School kids, and volunteering at the neighborhood
park. The school provides quality education for its students, as we know from family friends
whose children have been there. ’

We walk by the school almost every day and have never observed any traffic or parking issues.
We think the school has good proactive plans in place to address potential future traffic and

parking issues as it grows.

We fully support the school’s need and goal to grow to a maximum of 125 students.

Sincerely,

4907 Ave G
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Leane Heldenfels /

P.O. Box 1088 u@

Austin, Texas 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

My daughter, Katherine Morris, graduated from The Griffin School yesterday. She attended
Griffin for all four years of her high school education, the same length of time that Griffin has
been in its current location on Evans Avenue.

During this time, | have seen incredible growth—in my daughter Katherine, in Griffin’s potential
student census, and in Austin’s need for a school such as Griffin.

Before Kat began attending Griffin, she was shy to a fault and wouldn’t look into people’s eyes
when they spoke with her. She refused to join any extracurricular activities and would skip
lunch to avoid sitting with people. Her academic performance was average. Kat had previously
attended a school that was very rigid and that catered to a select few students, leaving her and
several other students to fend for themselves both socially and academically.

As soon as Kat and | shook Caroline Wilson’s hand, we knew we had found Kat’s new school.
Caroline’s passion and care for her and Adam’s school and their students are very evident in the
courses they choose to offer, the depth of the faculty’s academic and intellectual knowledge,
and the socialization of their students. It is obvious in the personalized approach the entire
faculty takes with each student, each course and each activity. The teachers somehow are able
to take all of the students under their wings, foster their strengths, and give them confidence
that many of them didn’t know they could ever have.

As for Katherine, she graduated with honors and as a member of the National Honor Society;
she completed AP classes, joined several clubs, and performed musically several times in front
of audiences. As | watched her graduate yesterday, | felt as if | was truly watching a miracle. |
was not alone in that feeling; other parents were feeling the same way about their own
children. As | said to Adam and Caroline, | will be eternally grateful for Griffin.



Griffin is a gift to parents, students, and the community. Based on Griffin’s small size, students L
who excelled at Griffin, would not have been able to realize their true potential in a larger or

different type of school. Growth to Griffin is necessary to allow future students to be able to uq
obtain the same level of success as my daughter was able to achieve.

In regards to the possible traffic problem that some neighbors are anticipating or discussing, |
ask that you please look at the streets surrounding Griffin. There are nearby businesses that
have a larger traffic count than Griffin and have few, if any, parking places off the street for
their customers. Griffin has parking directly on their property, as well as ample parking at
Ridgetop Baptist Church. There is no reason that the students or faculty will be parking on
Evans or any neighboring streets.

Additionally, | can attest that Adam Wilson has been very clear with all Griffin parents and
students that street parking is not allowed. We follow that rule closely, to show our respect
not only for Griffin, but also for the neighborhood. | know a real estate agent who sold a house
on Evans; he said the homeowners said that the parking and traffic on Evans were not a
problem and that they were moving only for a larger house. They also said that if they had
children, they would welcome the idea of living across the street from their children’s school.

As a final point, | am sure you are aware that approximately 140 people a day are moving to
Austin. The public schools are facing possible overcrowding (“Austin ISD Considers Long-Term
Overcrowding Solutions”, KXAN, April 20, 2015) and the private schools have limited
accessibility. The face that Griffin has the potential to increase their enrollment by 32 students
is a true gift to the Austin school community. To think that Griffin can help 32 students each
year as they helped my own daughter thrive is something that should be celebrated, not
debated about.

| understand that the neighbors are concerned about traffic and parking, but these are issues
that Adam has resolved with new traffic routes and an additional parking lot. To refuse Griffin
the permission to expand is to take away the possibility of success and confidence to 32

children a year. |am hopeful that you will be able to see the opportunity to help students and
their families with your decision.

Please free to contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,

Lynn Morris



Heldenfels, Leane

From: Deaton Bednar

Sent: Saturday, June 06, 2015 8:30 AM \9
To: Heldenfels, Leane \,
Subject: "IN FAVOR" of our application for a variance from the Board Cs

Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members, I am in favor for Case number C15-2015-0068, 5001
Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave.

I'm traveling and cannot attend the meeting or I would.

Sincerely,

Deaton Bednar
4103 Avenue G
Austin, Texas 78751
512371 3762



June 6, 2015 \/
Leane Heldenfels \Qw

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8t 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,
I'am IN FAVOR of the application for variance and encourage you to approve the variances.

I am the parent of a now rising sophomore at The Griffin school and have been visiting this school for
various reason for several years now. | feel that this school provides a valuable and unique educational
experience for not only students in the neighborhood but to students throughout the Austin area. One
of the attractions of Griffin is that it is a very small school. It just happens to need to be a just little
larger to provide an optimally sized body of students. The goal is to grow to a maximum of 125

~ students which is 32 more students than now attend. There have been studies in educational journals
that recommend school communities optimize at about this size.

As | have said, | have been visiting this school at various times for the past several years and daily during
this last school year. To me it is obvious that Griffin School DOES NOT contribute to traffic congestion or
parking issues. As a matter of fact, the traffic and parking around the school is far better managed than
the surrounding businesses and even residences. You never see Griffin faculty, staff, students or parents
parked on the surrounding curbsides. The main reason is that there is plenty of parking designed into
the present plan. What you will see is people parked curbside away from the school going to the area
businesses such as the coffee shop, yoga studio and especially in the morning, Biscuits and Groovy.
There are other businesses in the area that have people parking on the curb on the south side of 50th
street. These people are not connected with Griffin.

Drop off in the morning is the busiest time of the day but it remains calm and controlled. So much so
there has never appeared to be a need for more controlled traffic pattern. There is always enough
parking spaces for parents to pull into a parking space, drop their student(s) off, back out and drive

away. It’s only at the ends of the blocks away from Griffin property is there any congestion. Once again,
congestion not associated with Griffin. ‘

Pickup is even more relaxed as that traffic is spread out over a longer period of time. Actually several
hours. Once again there just isn’t a problem associated with the Griffin traffic or parking.

Griffin is wanting to grow to a maximum of 125 students. This is 32 students more than now attend. At
most half of that number will be of driving age and there is plenty of parking two blocks away from the



L

school. It doesn’t seem like many of the driving age students actually drive themselves to school. The /‘
remote parking is not completely utilized as it is now.

Once again let me point out that | have been coming to this school for many years at all times of the day

and all parts of the year. Ijust don’t see parking and traffic as being a problem. On top of all that, the
administration is willing to devise plans to address traffic issues if they do come up in the future. And I'll

say again that there has perceived to be no problem in the past and that is the only reason efforts

haven’t been made to date.

I understand that there is some concern regarding the possible aesthetics of new construction. | would
point out that Griffin is a College Prep High School emphasizing the artistic and creative aspect of their
students and since they are seeking to enroll the best and brightest students in the Austin area, there is
no advantage to the school to build an aesthetically displeasing structure or one that doesn’t
acknowledge the unifying goals of urban planning. There are just too many talented and smart people
involved in this project to let something like that happen. From what | see of the plans the new
construction actually protects or isolates the neighbors from the school.

If you have read all of this letter, let me say thank you for listening to my thoughts. Griffin is a positive
addition to this neighborhood. There are people who are buying houses in this area just so that they
can work and attend this school. We are considering it ourselves and | have considered the traffic and

parking situation from the point of view of a potential resident.

In closing | will say that this is the third time that ’'ve been involved in the expansion of a small schoo! in
an established neighborhood. Both of these were in neighborhoods far more exclusive than this one.
The last one was in Tarrytown. In every one of these expansions there were concerns voiced by a few
very vocal residents. Their concerns were real and were listened to by the schools and in each case the
issues were addressed and proved to be unfounded. And in each of these cases the presence and
growth of the school was a net positive for the neighborhood and the residents.

I sincerely believe that you should allow the variances as there is far fewer issues here than each of the
other instances I’ve been invalved.

Sincerely,

Michael J Willy






