
D.14 - 1 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 27, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0548 
1703 WALNUT AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with single 1:1 fenestration; partial-
width, non-historic flat-roofed independent porch across the front; replacement front door. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 by Walter Davis as a rental property.  The tenants included 
several African-American families; the two with the longest tenancy in the house were 
Robert “Jack” Newton and his wife, Mabel, who lived here from around 1947 to around 
1954.  Jack Newton was a gardener, laborer, and mechanic.  The house was converted to a 
duplex around 1954; the tenants included the proprietor of a beauty shop at the house, a 
furniture store helper, a grocery clerk, and a maid.  Mabel Newton, who had lived here with 
her husband, Jack, in the late 1940s and early 1950s, moved back in to one of the units in 
the duplex from the mid-1970s onward.  Thomas E. Green, a porter at the Capital National 
Bank Building (Norwood Tower), rented a unit in the duplex from the mid-1960s at least 
through the early 1990s.  He later worked as a leader for the University of Texas Transport 
Crew. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is listed as a low priority for preservation in the Chestnut Neighborhood Historic 
Resources Survey (2001). 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit.  The house has had some 
alterations over time, and does not have the requisite architectural nor historical 
significance to warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1703 Walnut Avenue 
ca. 1938 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

1703 Walnut Avenue 
 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2015 
 

1992  A: Tommy S. Green, renter 
   Retired  
  B: Mabel Newton, renter 
   Retired 
 
1985-86 A: Tommy S. Green, renter 
   UT Transport Crew leader 
  B: Mabel Newton, renter 
   Retired 
 
1981  A: Tommy S. Green, renter 
   UT Transport Crew leader 
  B: Mabel Newton, renter 
   Retired 
 
1977  A: Tommy S. Green, renter 
   No occupation listed 
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  B: Mabel Newton, renter 
   Widow, Jack Newton 
   Retired 
 
1973  A: Thomas E. Green, renter 
   Porter, Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th Street. 
  B: Larry J. Coleman, renter 
   Teller, Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7th Street. 
 
1968  A: Thomas E. Green, renter 
   Porter, Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7TH Street. 
  B: James E. and Ruby Jones, renters 
   No occupation listed 
 
1962  A: Vacant 
  B: David and Bertha G. Brown, renters 
   David:  Clerk, Checker Front Stores (multiple locations) 
   Bertha:  Maid 
 
1959  A: Mrs. Jessie Lampkins 
   Maid 
  B: Whalon and Ivory L. Patterson, Jr. 
   Helper, H.M. Oetting Furniture, 13th and Lavaca Streets. 
 
1955  A: Vacant 
  B: Mrs. Iva L. Patterson, renter 
   Proprietor, Patterson’s Beauty Shop (at the house) 

NOTE:  Jack R. and Mabel Newton are listed at 1602 Sanchez Street; he was 
the gardener for Good Shepherd Episcopal Church. 

 
1952  Jack and Mabel Neutons, renters 
  Laborer 
 
1949  Robert and Mable Neutons, renters 
  Laborer 
 
1947  Jack and Mable Neutons, renters 
  Mechanic 
 
1944-45 Samuel and Annie Reese, renters 
  U.S. Air Force 
 
1941  Vacant 
 
1939  Shirley and Cora Barton, renters 
  Laborer 
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1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Shirley Barton is listed at 1201 Short Hackberry Street; he had no 
occupation shown. 

 
NOTES: 
The house at 1703 Walnut Avenue was built by Walter Davis in 1938 as a rental property, and 
remained in the family until Ruth Davis sold it in 1998 per TCAD deed records. Two long-term 
renters best define the home’s history. 
 
Robert “Jack” and Mabel Newton (spelled Neutons in the city directories), rented the house in 
the late 1940s and early 1950s.  Jack Newton was a Texas-born laborer, mechanic, and 
gardener.  They later moved to a house on Singleton Avenue, but after Jack’s death in 1973, 
Mabel moved back into this house, which had been converted to a duplex. 
 

 

 

Robert Newton’s 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that he was living on Singleton 
Avenue with his mother, and worked as a laborer for Bryant Moving Van Company and the J.R. 
Reed Music Company on Congress Avenue.  
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Obituary of Robert “Jack” Newton 

Austin American-Statesman, July 4, 1973 
 
Tommy E. Green rented a unit in this duplex from the mid-1960s to the mid-1990s.  He was a 
porter for the Capital National Bank downtown, and later was the leader of the University of 
Texas Transport Crew.  He retired in 1986. 
 

 

Building permit to Walter Davis for construction of the house (1938) 
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Building permit to Walter Davis for an addition (1952) 



 D.14 - 8 

 

Survey sheet from the Chestnut Neighborhood Historic Resources Survey (2001) 

 


