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CITY OF AUSTIN
Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board 7’
Decision Sheet
DATE: Monday, August 9, 2010 CASE NUMBER: C15-2010-0075

Y Jeff Jack

Y Michael Von Ohlen Motion To GRANT

Y Nora Salinas

Y Bryan King

Leane Heldenfels, Chairman

Clarke Hammond, Vice Chairman 2" the Motion
Heidi Goebel

APPLICANT: Jim Bennett
OWNER: The Griffin School

ADDRESS: 5000-5002 MARTIN AVE

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance from the minimum
street paved width requirement of Section 25-2-832 (1) in order to remodel an existing
Religious Assembly Use to create a Private Secondary Educational Facility in an “SF-3-
NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood Conservation Combining District —
Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (North Hyde Park Neighborhood NCCD) The Land
Development Code states that a private secondary school must be located on a street
that has a paved width of at least 40 feet from the site to where it connects with another
street that has a paved width of at least 40 feet.

BOARD’S DECISION: The public hearh;g was closed on Board Member Michael Von Ohlen
motion to GRANT with conditions to limit 68 students or 38 parking spaces as per exhibit (6/24,
Board Member Clarke Hammond second on a 7-0 vote; GRANTED,

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use because:
the redevelopment of this existing civic use to create another civic use cannot occur without
the variance, the ordinance when adopted did not considered a property with three street
frontages

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: the
property has frontage on three streets and an alley, none of which has 40ft of paving width,
additional ROW nor paving can be provided when someone else owns the property that
would be required to provide the 40ft of paving width for the entire block
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: private
secondary schools are required to meet this requirement while the nearby public school is
not required to meet this requirement, this is the only private school in close proximity

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not impair
the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the regulations of
the zoning district in which the property is located because: the site is developed with a
church use and the change of use will not be a detriment to the neighborhood, it will not
impair the purpose the regulations because ample frontage access, and traffic is being
distributed onto three streets.

Susan Walker Leane Heldenfels
Executive Liaison Chairman



CITY OF AUSTIN '6%
Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board ,
Decision Sheet
DATE: Monday, August 9, 2010 CASE NUMBER: C15-2010-0076
Y__ Jeff Jack
Y___ Michael Von Ohlen Motion To GRANT
Y___ Nora Salinas
Y___ Bryan King
Y___ Leane Heldenfels, Chairman
Y____ Clarke Hammond, Vice Chairman 2" the Motion

Y___ Heidi Goebel
ADDRESS: 600 50TH ST

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance from the
minimum street paved width requirement of Section 25-2-832 (1) in order to
remodel an existing Religious Assembly Use to create a Private Secondary
Educational Facility in an “SF-3-NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood
Conservation Combining District — Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (North
Hyde Park Neighborhood NCCD) The Land Development Code states that a
private secondary school must be located on a street that has a paved width of at
least 40 feet from the site to where it connects with another street that has a
paved width of at least 40 feet.

BOARD’S DECISION: The public hearing was closed on Board Member Michael Von
Ohlen motion to GRANT with conditions to limit 68 students or 38 parking spaces as per
exhibit C6/24 , Board Member Clarke Hammond second on an 7-0 vote; GRANTED.

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use because:
the redevelopment of this existing civic use to create another civic use cannot occur without
the variance, the ordinance when adopted did not considered a property with three street
frontages

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: the
property has frontage on three streets and an alley, none of which has 40ft of paving width,
additional ROW nor paving can be provided when someone else owns the property that
would be required to provide the 40ft of paving width for the entire block
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: private
secondary schools are required to meet this requirement while the nearby public school is
not required to meet this requirement; this is the only private school in close proximity

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not impair
the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the regulations of
the zoning district in which the property is located because: the site is developed with a
church use and the change of use will not be a detriment to the neighborhood, it will not
impair the purpose the regulations because ample frontage access, and traffc is being
distributed onto three streets.

Susan Walker Leane Heldenfels
Executive Liajson Chairman
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CITY OF AUSTIN ’m

Board of Adjustment/Sign Review Board
Decision Sheet

DATE: Monday, August 9, 2010 CASE NUMBER: C15-2010-0076

Y Jeff Jack

Y___ Michael Von Ohlen Motion To GRANT

Y Nora Salinas

Y Bryan King

Y Leane Heldenfels, Chairman

—_Y___ Clarke Hammond, Vice Chairman 2" the Motion
Y Heidi Goebel

ADDRESS: 600 50TH ST

VARIANCE REQUESTED: The applicant has requested a variance from the
minimum street paved width requirement of Section 25-2-832 (1) in order to
remodel an existing Religious Assembly Use to create a Private Secondary
Educational Facility in an “SF-3-NCCD-NP”, Family Residence — Neighborhood
Conservation Combining District — Neighborhood Plan zoning district. (North
Hyde Park Neighborhood NCCD) The Land Development Code states that a
private secondary school must be located on a street that has a paved width of at
least 40 feet from the site to where it connects with another street that has a
paved width of at least 40 feet.

BOARD’S DECISION: The public hearing was closed on Board Member Michael Von
Ohlen motion to GRANT with conditions to limit 68 students or 38 parking spaces as per
exhibit C6/24 , Board Member Clarke Hammond second on an 7-0 vote; GRANTED,

FINDING:

1. The Zoning regulations applicable to the property do not allow for a reasonable use because:
the redevelopment of this existing civic use to create another civic use cannot occur without
the variance, the ordinance when adopted did not considered a property with three street
frontages »

2. (a) The hardship for which the variance is requested is unique to the property in that: the
property has frontage on three streets and an alley, none of which has 40ft of paving width,
additional ROW nor paving can be provided when someone else owns the property that
would be required to provide the 40ft of paving width for the entire block
(b) The hardship is not general to the area in which the property is located because: private
secondary schools are required to meet this requirement while the nearby public school is
not required to meet this requirement; this is the only private school in close proximity

3. The variance will not alter the character of the area adjacent to the property, will not impair
the use of adjacent conforming property, and will not impair the purpose of the regulations of
the zoning district in which the property is located because: the site is developed with a
church use and the change of use will not be a detriment to the neighborhood, it will not
impair the purpose the regulations because ample frontage access, and traffc is being
distributed onto three streets.

Susan Walker . Leane Heldenfels
Executive Liaison Chairman
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Austin Fire Department o>

“Our Mission Goes Beyond Our Name”

Fire Marshal’s Office — Engineering Services
305 Barton Springs Road, Suite 200, Austin, TX 78704
www.austintexas.gov/department/fire

July 13, 2015

Nhat M. Ho, P.E.

Principal Engineer

Civiltude Engineers and Planners
1701 Directors Crossing Suite 400
Austin, TX 78744

REF.: Fire department access, water supply & building fire protection
Griffin School, 5000 Martin Avenue — City of Austin Site Plan SPC-2014-0216CT

Mr. Ho:

This letter is in response to your June 29, 2015 electronic mail message and subsequent
discussion regarding the adequacy of the access roads, water supply and building fire protection
for the Griffin School located at 5000 Martin Avenue. This correspondence is limited to Sheets 4
and 5 of SPC-2014-0216 with a Texas registered Professional Engineer seal dated April 27, 2015
and will focus on how the proposed design complies with the 2012 International Fire Code (IFC) as
amended and adopted by the City of Austin.

Griffin School is proposing to construct two-story wood frame building classified as a Group E
(Educational) occupancy as classified by the City of Austin Building Code, which is the 2012
International Building Code (IBC). The building will be protected by an automatic sprinkler system,
which based on the building’s fire area and height, location in relation to the fire department
access roads, and available water supply, is not required. The owner has chosen to provide an IFC
compliant automatic sprinkler system, which offers numerous design credits in the building’s
design including increased fire apparatus access and hose lay distances, a reduction in the
minimum fire flow, and increased building height and area if the owner chooses to increase it in
the future.

AFD apparatus can access the building from East 50t Street and Martin Avenue. AFD evaluated
the hose lay travel distances from both streets and the proposed building is well within the
baseline 150 foot distance around all sides of the building. Note that because the building will be
protected by an automatic sprinkler system, this hose lay travel distance increases to 200 feet.
Roadway widths (which are not within AFDs regulatory authority) will safely accommodate fire
apparatus access in both lanes of travel.
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REF.: Fire department access, water supply & building fire protection
Griffin School, 5000 Martin Avenue — City of Austin Site Plan SPC-2014-0216CT
Page 2 of 2

Finally, SPC-2014-0216CT has been approved by the Fire Department. The approved design ,Ob
complies with the Fire Code. The owner has taken the required actions to provide the minimum

fire protection prescribed fire protection for the occupancy and site. AFD will confirm compliance

with continued review of the building and fire protection systems through the building permit

process. During construction, AFD will continue to inspect the building and fire protection systems

for compliance. A Certificate of Occupancy will be issued only after all the applicable requirements

for the occupancy and site are met.

With kind regards,

/s/

Scott Stookey
Engineering Associate C



Meade, Nikelle

Subject: FW: Griffin School (SPC-2014-0216CT) - Street width variance Q

From: Stookey, Scott <Scott.Stookey@austintexas.gov> ' o’)
Date: Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 8:08 AM

Subject: RE: Griffin School (SPC-2014-0216CT) - Street width variance

To: "Nhat M. Ho, Civilitude" <nhat@civilitude.com>

Nhat:

nt. As was discussed, the proposed location of the building has two AWU fir
structure, with the hydrants accessible from two separate. streets The current

e sufficient access for AFD apparatus to be positioned so.  hose streams will
reach all 51des of the new and bulldmgs within hose lay distances of 150 feet or less.

Scott Stookey

Engineering Associate C

Engineering Services - Fire Marshal’s Office
Austin Fire Department

505 Barton Springs Road, Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78704

Office: 512-974-0157

Scott.Stookey@austintexas.gov

From: Nhat M. Ho, Civilitude [mailto:nhat@civilitude.com]

Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2015 7:46 AM

To: Stookey, Scott

Subject: Griffin School (SPC-2014-0216CT) - Street width variance

1



Ramirez, Diana

. From: Eric C Hughes
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2015 3:39 PM
To: Ramirez, Diana
Subject: The Griffin School

This message is from Eric C Hughes. ['”]

To the Board of Adjustments:

This letter will serve as my full support for the Griffin School's planned expansion. They are not a developer
wishing to change the neighborhood; they are an asset to the community. They are not a derelict neighbor; they
are a contributor to the betterment of the neighborhood. They are not a chain restaurant, a high rise or a condo:
they are an institute of education and a breath of fresh air in Hyde Park.

Please let the Griffin School continue their success and the success of their students by allowing this expansion
to move forward. Thank you.

~Eric C Hughes
4300 Avenue G



Heldenfels, Leane

From: Marty Butler <@ ;
Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 10:31 PM

To: Heldenfels, Leane
Subject: Griffin School ’

Ms Heldenfels
I am writing to express my support for the Griffin school. | support the progressive school movement. | know people who
have been saved by small schools like Griffin. My kids don't go there, FYIL. I'm just a supporter.

Adam Wilson is a fantastically involved person in our community, a great parent - and in the end this whole issue is
about trust. | trust him and what he is doing makes our larger community stronger and more interesting.

Please support the good guys.
Thank you

Marty

Sent from my iPhone
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Heldenfels, Leane

From: Suzanne Bryant sescairen S emeite

Sent: Friday, July 10, 2015 5:15 PM L

To: Heldenfels, Leane

Ca: A ICE Sarah Goodfriend bb

Subject: Support for Griffin School Variance '
L T Y

Hello,

We are writing to you and the members of the Board of Adjustment about the Griffin School.

We understand there is an issue about a variance, that the neighborhood association supports the variance, and a few
neighbors do not. Although nobody asked us to, we want to weigh in about the school.

The Griffin School is a truly Qnique and magical place. Our younger daughter is going to high school next year and we
would have loved for her to be at Griffin. However, after going to a small, private school, she wanted to experience a

large, public school.

Caroline and Adam, who run the Griffin School, are truly gifted and dedicated educators. The Griffin School fills a gapin
the Austin high school options. We know the satisfied parents of several kids who go there, or have graduated.

As you are considering the variance, we hope you will consider the importance of school’s ability to serve more children.
Hope you are having a wonderful day,

Suzanne and Sarah Goodfriend

Please help solve our critical environmental problems, while it is still possible.
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Heldenfels, Leane

From: Dwayne Barnes Gl e

Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2015 2:22 AM l/a
To: Heldenfels, Leane _—
Cc: Elizabeth Meador

Subject: Video links ' ‘ l
Attachments: Video Notes - Read Me.doc

It's OK if these don't go, but here are two link options:

http://www.dwaynebarnesphotography.com/p795299806

I also put it on dropbox in case that's not working for some reason. However board members would have to
have a dropbox account or create one to access:

hitps:/www.dropbox.convsh/kwkhwnd 1 whailur/AADz3uv3iINIQcOtPbYaHD8a?d1=0

Iincluded a "read me" on the dropbox account. I'm attaching it here too, but again, I understand the packets
may have already gone out. '

thanks,
d.

On 7/7/3015 3:06 PM, Heldenfels, Leane wote:

u get me the disks by end of day tdhqm we can slip in~have
are — also if you have a link they cap see them atin case
they don™Nyave a cd on their computer.
Thanks —

Sent: Monday, July 06}
0: Heldenfels, Leane

| hope yQu had a good holiday weelend.
I'm sorry or reply delay. We decidedNast-minute we could make the trl\rﬁo ABQ, NM Friday for my
grandmothyr's 96th BD party yesterdajs, On our way home now. Elizabethis driving so I'm finally lookin

at emails frorg Thursday forward. \\

[ could bring vitlgo disks to you tomorrow ohWeds, if that'd get them to men\w‘b\;rs before the meeting &
would be useful Yo them. If it's unlikely to be rfajevant or won't get to them in adyance I'll work on other
“things.
Thank you!
d.

From: Heldenfels, Leane
Sent: 7/2/2015 4:02 PM
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These traffic videos are not indicative of daily conditions generated by the school, as they were taken ' l%
during a special event (something like parent night/ start of school). Neither are they the worst I've seen

however, and they were taken over a period of about 30 minutes. The traffic and street parking started

before | thought to record it, and lasted well beyond the time of the last video. Additionally, enrollment

at the time of these videos was at most 90 students. So the 125 students the school is now requesting

would be at least 35 more than the enrollment at the time these videos were taken. Because the school

has never posted its level of enroliment, I'm going by the number | was told the school had later that

Traffic Video notes and additional thoughts

year.

| should also note that this vehicular density was in spite of the school having over 50 parking spaces

available, including leased spaces.

At the hearing last month, the Griffin's lawyer testified that the school leases 22 parking spaces from
Ridgetop Baptist Church for special events. It is true that they have leased these spaces for over a year

now, and these were available at the time the videos were taken.
However the spaces were secured for student parking, not for special events.

Adam Wilson {the school’s owner) told me that Juniors are required to park at the ridgetop lot, while
Seniors were allowed to park at the school if there are spaces available. Adam has proposed that next
year all students will be required to park at the Ridgetop lot.

One concern | have though, is that the school does not use their bus to transport to and from the
Ridgetop lot. So while having these spaces is a critical element even at the current level of enroliment,
students are less likely to park in the lot in inclement weather. In other words, the more dangerous the
driving conditions, the more traffic and street parking will be generated on our 27’ wide neighborhood

streets.

While they have promised to keep renting the spaces, ultimately it's not up to the school, but rather the
Church owners. Without these 22 spaces, their current enroliment (now at least 93) would generate

daily safety hazards, probably similar to the level shown in these videos. Furthermore, there is currently
no requirement that the spaces be kept. If they sell the property to another school, itis very unlikely the

new owners would rent additional spaces.

Even if they don’t lose the lease for the 22 offsite spaces, | don’t see how they can possibly add 32 more
students plus supporting staff. They already max out their onsite parking as well as these 22 spaces, and
are generate moderate street parking daily. | have additional photo evidence of this spanning several

months.

One final concern over the school’s proposed expansion is the new facility they have tried to push
through over the past year. The proposed building was 5200 square feet — more than double the 2500 sf
allowed by the NCCD. It stated that they were allowed enroliment of 53 students, but proposed to enroll
120. They have no plans to add onsite parking, rather using Urban Core and other parking reductions to
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circumvent the 2010 BOA decision limiting parking to'38 spaces, and enrollment to 68 students. , ‘6
According to Bryan Golden in the Review department, the school plans to reduce their onsite parking
requirements by as much as 40% per site.

Based on these reductions, they argue that the 34 onsite parking spaces they currently have meets code
to support 120 students, plus 20 full-time staff.

This may be arguable in a commercial district and with street width of 40’ or more. | don’t see any way it
can work in our neighborhood however. Especially given that they have to be granted a variance to
operate on too-narrow streefs.

According to Bryan Golden though, any limits would have to be specified by the Board and written into
the CUP. He said his department cannot reduce reductions eligibility, forbid offsite parking, require that
the school bus their students in or take any other measures to address the dangers which are generated

by the school operating beyond 68 students.

If growth should be considered, a thorough, well-drawn, and enforceable traffic and parking
management plan needs to be in place before the expansion is allowed.

Because it’s clear that the school will grow to its physical limits regardless of what restrictions are placed
on them, | beg that the school be prevented from expanding their facilities beyond what is needed to

support the number allowed by the Board.

If that’s not within the Board’s reach, then perhaps it can at least clarify that the school must be bound
by the 2500sf maximum building as specified in the NCCD? (Preferably including the two existing
. buildings on the Martin side, which total around 2100sf.)

And finally, while my neighbors and | would prefer to see the green space on the Martin site remain
undeveloped, our primary concern is that it not be developed into a commercial property. Martin Ave. is
entirely SF3-NCCD. The only structures on Martin are homes- including the Griffin classroom at 5000
Martin, which was converted from the church’s parish house.

If the Griffin School is allowed to expand enrollment and build on this site, it is their intention to build an
institutional building which would not be useable as a SF3 home (or even a multi-family home). This
would permanently and irrevocably transform our neighborhood into a mixed-use area. Please provide

us with protection from this end.



Griffin School Board of Adjustment Application
Support of Variance

I'am familiar with the Griffin School, and | believe it is an asset ta the community. | am in favor of the
Griffin School's application for a variance from the minimum street paved width requirements of Section
25-2-832(1) of the Austin City Code in arder to add new classroom facilities to the schoal and increase
enrollment to a maximum of 125 students.
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Griffin School Board of Adjustment Application
Support of Variance

tam familiar with the Griffin School, and | believe it is an asset to the community. am In favor of the
Griffin School’s application for a variance from the minimum street paved width requirements of Section
25-2-832{1} of the Austin City Code in order to add new classroom facilities ta the schoal and increase

enrollment ta a maximum of 125 students.
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Heldenfels, Leane

From: ) Stefanie Rubenfield {il ket

Sent: Wednesday, july 01, 2015 4:10 PM ’ lﬁ
To: Heldenfels, Leane

Subject: Re: Case # C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave and 5000 MArtin Ave ' ‘ v
Attachments: Neighborhood Opposition to Griffin School_.pdf

Leane, Attached please find a petition a few of us neighbors put together against the expansion of the Griffin
School.

Also below is my revised letter on why I am against the expansion. Please let me know if you have any
questions or any trouble with the attachment.

I have significant concerns over the request from the Griffin School to expand and strongly oppose this
request for the following reasons:

e There are already issues with traffic and parking on 50" St., I'm concerned the increase in students and
teachers will further increase the existing issue and lead to accidents (both pedestrian and car). There are also
plans for new night and weekend classes, which would further stress the already crowded street.

o Although the school has been renting 22 offsite parking spaces they are about 2 blocks away.
Since there are only sidewalks on 51 st and the school property, at least 1 of the 2 blocks does
not have any sidewalks, forcing the students to walk in the narrow streets. As stated in the past
the streets are so narrow that if 2 cars are parked on either side there is just enough room to
allow one car to pass. This creates more safety issues if you have students walking or biking in
the already narrow roads. '

o What would happen if the school looses these offsite parking spaces? What assurances would
the neighborhood have that Griffin Schoo! would find alternative offsite parking that was
suitable for their needs and close enough to work for their students?

* The school has already well surpassed their approved 68 student limit with a current enrolment of 91, what is
to keep them from continuing this trend and surpassing their planned 125 students once they have additional
space with the new building that they have planned.

o The school has offered a restrictive covenant with the neighborhood association, however to be
enforceable the neighborhood would need to go into litigation. We do not have the resources
to do this should the school once again surpass the limitations placed on them

» The new building being proposed is well outside of the look and feel of the neighborhood and would
permanently alter the old neighborhood feel. It would be the only 2-story street facing structure on the entire
block. The exterior is more aligned with a business park rather than with a neighborhood. I believe that this
will negatively affect property values of the surrounding neighborhood, as it will feel more like a commercial
area



o It would also forever modify the SF3 zoning that is currently in place on the Martin side. This
would mean that instead of the Martin side being fully residential, as it is currently zoned for, it
would forever become commercial (or educational). With a large commercial structure there
would be little chance for the property to revert back to a residential property.

Thank you, Lﬁ

Stefanie Rubenfield ' '7

5005 Martin Ave
Austin TX 78751 )

mtexas.gov> wrote:

OnJun 30, 2015, at 11:19 AM, Heldenfels, Leane <Leane.Heldenfels@aus

Hi Stefahje —

Yesyou cangsend an updated, additional letter. For it to be seen by the Bdard in their advance packet,
send it to meNy the end of the day tomm.

Anything receiveq TH and then up until noon the day of the hearingAill be seen by the Board in their
late back up packedNhat they receive on the dais the night of the fheeting.

Take care,

Leane

From: Stefanie Rubenfield [{iiitelanmasadt it ot

PRI i

Sent: Monday, June 29, 2015 3:
To: Heldenfels, Leane
Subject: Re: Case # C15-2015-0068,

g Ave and 5000 MArtin Ave

Leane,

Hope you have been well. 1 had a couple of quicR\questions for you about the case now that it is
again posponed to the July meeting;

-Can I update the letter I sent yoti for the last hearing? I havsmore info I would like to include?
-When is the deadline for addjtional info? a few of us neighbors have been working on getting
signatures from the immedigle area, and want (o make sure we getthat to you in time to include
in the printed packed.

Really appreciate all yolir help with this,

thanks! /
Stefanie Rubenfie

Hi Stefanie — thanks for sending your comments. | will print them for the Board's
advance packet for the 6/8 hearing for this case —

Take care,

Leane Heldenfels
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Overview

Because City code calls for secondary schools to be on 40’ wide streets, the school
had to get a variance from the Board of Adjustments in 2010 to operate in our
neighborhood where the streets are only 27’ wide. The purpose of the 40’ rule is to
ensure public safety. This width allows two-way traffic even when cars are parked
on either side of the street. With a 27’ street there is only width to accommodate
three cars. This requirement is specific to schools due to the nature of the traffic that
aschool generates. The 40’ rule also ensures necessary width required for
fire/emergency vehicles to access our neighborhood. With this in mind the Board of
Adjustments limited the enrolment to 68 students. This limitation was intended to
answer the question of how to ensure safety on 27’ wide streets. The Land use
Commission decided an even smaller enrolment was necessary limiting the number
of students to 53.
o The school is currently at 93 students, well over the approved 53 students and
currently asking to expand to 125 students with their current request with the
Board of Adjustments.

The Proposed expansion does not include any additional on-site parking or
widening the streets along the Griffin property. Currently the school has leased
additional parking offsite at Ridgetop Baptist (2 blocks from school).

o There are no plans to bus students; rather they would be walking the 2 blocks,
on streets where there are no sidewalks. (sidewalk is on 515t st and school
property, but not on any of the streets leading from 515t to the school
property)

o Itis not within the Griffin School’s control that this rented parking will always
be available to them. Nor is there a guarantee that they will continue to rent
this additional parking.

o There is no guarantee that a new owner (if the Griffin school moves) would be
required to continue to rent additional parking.

The Proposed expansion would require a new building to be built on the site of the
community garden. This land is zoned SF3-NCCD (Neighborhood Conservation
Combining Districts), Putting an institutional structure on the Martin side property
will permanently alter the use of this land, as the building could not be converted to
a functional house. This would convert these SF3 lots into a commercial property
without changing the zoning, and would change our neighborhood street into a
mixed-use street.
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Due to the impact that the proposed expansion of the school would have on the
neighborhood (details provided in overview), I oppose the increase in allowable
enrolment of the Griffin School to 125.

Signature Name Address
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Due to the impact that the proposed expansion of the school would have on the
neighborhood (details provided in overview), I oppose the increase in allowable
enrolment of the Griffin School to 125.

Signature Name Address

wa/-z—;//_ ‘/}/)/w(/z/\/ Ann G. Munwe 300Y [FJans Are
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With full knowledge of the expansion plans (provided in backup), I oppose the expansion

of the Griffin School.

Signature Name ___Address

A~ S Vic k1o Hoe (o]] E.590%5F 7975/




The below map shows
neighbors who have signed
petition against increased
enrolement for the Griffin
Schoo
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UBLIC HEARING INFORMATION
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il YOU are not required 1o attend. However. il you da atiend, YOU
¢ the opportunity 1o speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
apphcation.  You may also comact a neighborhood or ensironmental
organizelion hag has expressed an interest iv an application affecting
your neighborhood,

Durog a public hearing, the board o cormmission may posipong or
continue an apglication’s headng 10 a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission anneunses a
specific date and time for a pestponcment or coclinuation that s nos fater
than 60 days from the anrouncement, ao furher nadtice wilt be seal.
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will determine whether a parsen has stamding w appesl the decizion.
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or proposed development; or
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figs an interest in or whose declared boundaries ame within 300 feet of
the tebject propery or propased developmient.

feet of the subjec

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
depamment no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin's land development

Process, visit our web site: http://www.austintexas.sov/devservices,
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Writter: comments must be submitied 12 the contact persan listed on the notice
before or b a public hearing, Your comments should include the name of the

board cr commission. or Council: the scheduled date of the public hearing: the
Case Number; and the contact person Iisted on the notice. All comments H
received will become part of the public record of the case.

! Case Number: €15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
¢ Contact: Leane Heldils, §12-97+-2202, leare hebdenfels daustiniexas, gon
_Public Hearing: Roard of Adjustment, June Bih, 2015
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Il you use this form to comment, it may be returned by noon the day
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Heldenfels, Leane C] v ’3@[5 /OO(Q%/

From: ‘ m
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 9:52 AM L

To: Heldenfels, Leane; -

Subject: Griffin School Case Nu erswSm — | ' aq
Attachments: Griffin School 2015-2.pdf

Dear Commission staff:

Lucy Annette Jones and | own the residential property (tri-plex) at 5000 Evans, across from Griffin School.

We have reviewed the school's request for a conditional use permit and support their request to allow the school to
expand to a maximum of 125 students.  Our support is based on the detailed traffic plan, covenant and agreement
emailed by Mr. Adam Wilson to school neighbors on May 29th.

-Attached is my comment form for consideration at the meeting scheduled today to consider the school's case.

We are pleased with the effort that the school is making to communicate with neighbors and trust that working
together, we can all experience the school as a positive presence in our neighborhood.

Susan Spruce
305.803.5780



Heldenfels, Leane . ‘

R
From: Lynn Osgood SY¥iragasBi @graaomysd
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 2:49 PM L
To: Heldenfels, Leane; Ramirez, Diana
Subject: IN FAVOR: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave ’}5

June 8th, 2015
Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

[ am writing to express my strong support for for the application being put forward tonight by the Griffin
School and its founder Adam Wilson.

On a personal level as a member of the Hyde Park neighborhood, I am deeply grateful for what the Griffin
School and Adam's family has brought to our community. From the creation of community gardens, to the
sponsorship of our Shipe Pool mural, to the coordination of numerous neighborhood gatherings, the school and
the Wilson's themselves have been given a tremendous amount to the community through both their advocacy
and direct support..

On a professional level, as an urban planner and adjunct professor of planning at the University of Texas, I find
the variance request to be thoroughly reasoned and supported by the genuine efforts the school has made to
accommodate the concerns of the local residents. I can personally attest that though I do not live directly
adjacent to the school, I am frequently in the neighborhood and very often see unused spaces on the property.

In the end, I believe the request in front of you tonight supports the city's larger goals to create a compact and
connected urban environment that provides the quality facilities and services needed to meet our growing
central city population, and in a way that is sensitive to neighborhood concerns and working proactively to
address them.

Sincerely,
Lynn Osgood

4015 Avenue D
Parks Board Member (Representative for Mayor Pro Tem Tovo)



Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-10838

2015June 8 .L}
|

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

As a Family man living within 3 blocks of Griffin School, | am writing to voice my strong support for the
Griffin School and its goal to build and expand to 125 students.

| have lived in Austin north of the U.T. campus on multiple occasions between 2000 and 2015 and have
always loved the area, Having lived in East Texas, Tyler, Houston, Dallas/Plane, Buda, San Antonio, and
Austin, | can easily say that Austin is by far my favorite city in Texas! | moved o the Hyde Park area (53
and Martin Ave, 3 blocks north of Griffin} in the summer of 2014 specifically to work with the Griffin
School. | taught Latin and English enrichmant at the schoo! this year, and | was excited to be able to
walk to work. |can also say that of the many schools | have worked with as a teacher, Griffin is my
favorite for the high-quality, personalized education and care given to each student. [love living in this
neighborhood, within easy walking distance to Griffin School, Flightpath Coffee, the convenience store
on 51° and Bruning, and the little park on 52" and Bruning. |also run in these neighborhoods for
exercise, and | walk in these neighborhoods in the evening with my wife and/or by myself. It'sa

pleasant area.

The Griffin School is such an asset to the community. It is a small, well-run school that really cares for
and nurtures its diverse student body. The school has an excellent faculty, excellent academics, and
wonderful arts, music, and fashion programs, The students and faculty stay on the cute little campus,
usually in classes, but sometimes in the outdoor classroom, the garden, playing frisbee on the front
lawn, playing ping pong in the back yard, or eating lunch outside on pretty days in 2 nicely landscaped
environment. | have eaten my lunch outside on many occasions, and | have taken the students to the
outdoor classroom on many occasions. The students are quite well behaved and well managed. Far
from being any kind of problem for the neighborhood, they contribute so much to the family-friendly
environment of Hyde Park. 3 blocks away is close and convenient, but { love the school so much, Iwish |
were across the street! | have many students, also, who walk to school or ride their bikes. |, the other
faculty, and some parents and senior students also support neighborhood businesses like Flighpath and
the convenience store, Griffin is a great place.

and my wife are expecting a child this summer. We would love to be in this area long term, for our
own and our children's benefit. We support the need of Griffin School to grow to 125 students. I've
seen first-hand what a wonderful job they do with the kids, and | would love to see them add a mere 33



more young people, both for the immeasurable life-lonz benefit it will bring to those students and their
families, and for what it will mean in making the Griffin Schoaol economically sustainable long-term.
With its dedicated staff and proposed new building, Griffin can easily manage 33 more students without
creating adverse consequences for the neighborhood, Well-managed growth for Griffin will mean
growth in benefits to the community.

I would like to bear witness that Griffin parking and traffic is not a problem for the neighborhood. tand
many students often walk or bike to school/work; Griffin has extra parking off site 1.5 blocks away, and |
rarely see all the school parking spaces filled, Griffin administration has been excellent in handling
traffic and parking issues. The neighborhood would lose so very much if it ever lost Griffin School. |
wholeheartedly support the school,

Sincerely, .

) Loolde
4 s jﬁ ‘fw
Mat‘zhew( uebbe

600 East 53 APT 132
Austin, TX 78751
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Heldenfels, Leane

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

June 7
Leane Heldenfels

PO Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

John Constant <{iths
Monday, June 08, 2015 6:01 PM
Heldenfels, Leane

Case Number C15-2015-0068

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave

Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

I have two houses nearby the school. We welcome this school and support its growth. They have repeatedly

X

supported the neighborhood and make it a better community. One of my houses is right down the street and 1

have only seen one parking issue mainly around the coftee shop, not the school.

I also know that the school is very conscientious about traffic and have proactive plans to address future traffic.

Sincerely,



Heldenfels, Leane

From: ‘ Paul Smith (RO J@Anw
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 3:29 P

To: Heldenfels, Leane J q
Subject: Reference Case Number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave, Boardjof
' Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Hi Leane,
I am in FAVOR of the Griffins schools application for variance from the Board. | live in the Hyde Park neighborhood and

support what the HPNA is supporting.

I cannot express in words the value of having a school like the Griffin school in the neighborhood.
Paul

Paul Smith
4512 Avenue B
512-350-3673

Paul Smith

512-568-3790 (direct)

512-350-3673 (cell)

Vmware, End User Computing Specialist
smithpaul@vmware.com




Heldenfels, Leane

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Leane,

Paul Smith R G

Monday, June 08, 2015 3:30 PM ,@
Heldenfels, Leane

Reference Case Number C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave, Board of

Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

I am in FAVOR of the Griffins schools application for variance from the Board. I live in the Hyde Park
neighborhood and support what the HPINA is supporting.

The school is amazing and adds so much value to the culture and beauty of the neighborhood.

Janet

Janet Smith

4512 Avenue B

512-350-3673
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Althodgh applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public
hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
application. You may also contact a neighborhood or environmental
organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting
your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later
than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice will be sent.

3

A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a
board or commission by:

« delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
concern (it mey be delivered to the contact person listed on a .
notice); or

+  appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;

and: ;
= occuples a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject

property or proposed development; .

+ 1s the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or

« is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of
the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible

department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: hittp://www.austintexas.gov/devservices

45 itten comments must vw Evsﬁ;wa to S@ contact person rvﬁm& on :5 notice

?&9@ or at a public hearing. Your comments should include the name of the
{ board or commission, or Council; the scheduled date of the public hearing; the
Case Number; and the contact person listed on the notice. All comments
received will become part of the public record of the case.

Case Number: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Contact: Leane Heldenfels, 512-974-2202, leane.heldenfels @ austintexas.gov
Public Hearing: Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015
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will become part of the public record of this case

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned by noon the day
of the hearing to: -

City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
Leane Heldenfels ot =ale Lo Ve d- &
P. 0. Box 1088 LS o s N,
Austin, TX 78767-1088
Or fax to (512) 974-6305
Or scan and email to leane heldenfels @austintexas.gov




During a public hearing, the board or COMmMIsSion may postpone of
continue an application’s hearing (o 2 later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission annouuces a
specific date and time for a postponement or confinuation that is not latr
than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice will be sent.
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A board or commission’s decision may be appealed Dy a person with
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can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an apped
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.
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If you use this form to conument, it may be returned bynoon the day

of the hearing to:
City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor

_ Leane Heldenfels
_
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A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsble
department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form ay
be available from the responsible department.
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P. O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-1083

Or fax to {512) 974-6305

Or scan and email to leane heldenfels@au stintexas.gov

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: http -/fwww.austintexas.gov/devservices.




June 7, 2015 lﬁ
Leane Heldenfels , 93

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

- We live in north Hyde Park and are neighbors with the Griffin School. The school is a great
neighbor. It does a lot for the community, including summer camps for kids, art classes for
adults, mentoring of Ridgetop Elementary School kids, and volunteering at the neighborhood
park. The school provides quality education for its students, as we know from family fmends
whose children have been there.

We walk by the school almost every day and have never observed any traffic or parking issues.
We think the school has good proactive plans in place to address potential future traffic and

parking issues as it grows.

We fully support the school’s need and goal to grow to a maximum of 125 students.

A Heprs

Sincerely,

4907 Ave G



512-656-5505  milfishman@gmail.com 3903 Avenue G Austin TX 78751

June 7, 2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0048
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

We support the Griffin School's goal to grow to 125 students. This number of students will
allow Griffin to be a sustainable school and business that has proven to be a desirable
component of the viable community that many have worked so hard to foster for many,
many years. As residents of the Hyde Park neighborhood for 24 years we are quite
satisfied that the parking and traffic situation at Griffin has been and will continue to be
quite well managed. | can think of no better use of the school property. As a vibrant
neighborhood and a growing city we must encourage and support those institutions and
businesses that have embraced the ideals that have contributed in so many positive ways
to building a better community. Our family lives in Hyde Park, and we own rental property
here as well. The Griffin School has made our experience in Hyde Park richer in every way.
I'am certain the school will continue to do so if they are permitted to grow to the level of
sustainability they are requesting in the case before you tomorrow.

Sincerely
Mark & Aviva Fishman

3903 Avenue G



June 7, 2015 '@5

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8%, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

| am a parent of a student which graduated last Saturday from the Griffin School. |
would like to write to you today and state that | am IN FAVOR of the Griffin School
expansion that is being discussed in the public hearing on June 8, 2015.

The Griffin School is a very unique and special school, unlike any other. My daughter
Jules, attended all 4 years of High School at the The Griffin School. Jules is a very
creative and smart child. She needed a college prep environment where her creative
side would also be nurtured and have a secure place in her daily schedule.

When we found Griffin, we were overjoyed that a school existed which brought such a
high level of education and combined it with a focus on superior creative and artistic
classes as electives. The Griffin School staff and teachers are the most caring and
dedicated group of people we have ever met. They provide an environment which
develops not only academic and artistic talent, but critical thinking, problem solving and
leadership skills to name a few. ‘

We truly believe that there is no other school which could have provided the opportunity
that Griffin has for Jules. Her life is now on a completely different trajectory than it

would have ever been without the teachers and staff of the Griffin School. Saturday she
graduated with Honors and is going onto to College with the highest level of scholarship

the school provides.

The Griffin School is developing future leaders. They understand the powerful progress
that can occur when children have an opportunity to develop both academically and
creatively equally. They are teaching leadership skills which support them into
cultivating their full potential, contributing to their communities and become role models.
These are the leaders every Griffin student is being guided to become. It creates a
ripple effect on everyone they touch.

Adam Wilson has done an amazing job in leading this school, growing in a sustainable
way while always placing an importance on respecting the neighbors. The Griffin
School has a solution to the parking challenges that are common to all of the



neighboring businesses surrounding the school. We have always cared about the ' 50
community through awareness, respect, open communication, and numerous

volunteering activities done by the students and staff. These include student mentoring

at the nearby Ridgetop Elementary, Food Bank food drives and other regular activities.

This is a school which cares about the Community and teaches the studenis to get

involved as well.

The school needs to grow to 125 students o create a sustainable environment and be
able to provide the complete program offering. The growth planned is controlled and is
implementing a business plan that was set from the beginning. As everyone knows,
providing superior education today costs money, this small expansion will allow them 1o
cover the costs for this effort.

The Griffin School is a mode! school that the neighborhcod community can be proud of
and we would appreciate the committee approving this growih.

Please feel free to call or email me anytime if you have any further guestions,

Robin Cordova
robin_cordova@yahoo.coni
512-342-2820




Adam Wilson <adam@griffin

Ms. Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members.

l'am a parent of a 4 year Griffin student. The Griffin school has been an amazing school for my daughter. | feel completed to write
you today in favor of The Griffin School application for a variance from the Board. 1 support the school's goal to grow to 125
students. This is the scale will enables the school to be sustainable as a school community and as a business. The school currently
has 93 students, so this only adds a maximum of 32 more.

There is a perception by a few of the school’s immediate neighbors there is a terrible parking and traffic situation in the
neighborhood already. Yes, it has been my understanding that there are parking issues on 50th Street and Evans because of people
parking to go to the coffee shop and yoga studio and other nearby businesses. Those are not Griffin School cars since, at Griffin,
there are always on-site parking spaces available for the staff and students who drive.

Itis my understanding that the school is planning a number of ways to avoid traffic problems as it grows in the coming years. One
way includes requiring the students, who drive, to park offsite at the Ridgetop Baptist Church parking lot. This will leave many on-
site spaces open for drop-off and pick-up vehicles.

Thank you’re your thorough review and consideration of all aspects of this case. Should you have any questions for me, please feel
free to contact me.

Regards,

David Cordova.

g>

Sun Jun 7 2015 at 317 PM



06/07/2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

[ am in very much support of the Griffin school’s need and goal to grow to a maximum of 125 students. While
it is currently a wonderful school that has excellent academics and students, a larger student body would create
more opportunities for improvement, and serve the needs of Austin’s creative industry. In addition, 11 my
opinion, the school has gone out of their way to create a cooperative relationship with the surrounding
community. Moreover, the building, as originally created, used as a church, would have had at least as much
traffic and noise with the traditional use, as the proposed school size could ever produce. The Griffin school is
a positive entity in the community, and its viability is crucial to the success of Austin as a city.

My daughter has been attending Griffin for the last two years. She hasa slight learning disability, and the
public school was unable or unwilling to give her the extra time she needed to succeed. My sons had similar
issues, and stayed in the public school with less than adequate results. After it was suggested by the middle
school principal who had been at the high school my sons attended, that my daughter go to a different school,
she attended Griffin. The difference in Elyssa has been amazing. She went from hating Math, and having
serious writing issues, to loving the subject to the point where she is considering majoring in engineering and
learning how to write significantly better. In addition, she has been able to host a radio show an average of
twice a month that is nationally aired. Her self-confidence and competence has also greatly improved, and she
has loved the creative opportunities (having her art in the school art show, having good parts in the school
plays, and having drum lessons at school.) She is also able to catch up on the Math class where she fell behind
in the summer program at the school. Her only complaint is Griffin’s size. She wishes it were a little bigger,
s0 basketball and soccer wouldn’t have to be the only sports available to her.

Austin needs a school like Griffin to feed the creative industry. There are professional programs for musicians
at the school that have led to some students releasing cd’s, having record contracts, and other opportunities
the entertainment industry. This summer, my daughter will have an internship at a record company, as her
current goal is to manage bands. Frequently, we hear of former Griffin students working for local newspapers
like the Austin Chronicle, or going to prestigious colleges. If you ever attended one of the Griffin Art nights,
you would see the talent of students being fueled by the Griffin school, even in endeavors like fashion design.
One of the best features of Griffin is that the students have opportunities they would never have been given
elsewhere. Elyssa was unable to be in the big plays at the Jocal high school because there weren’t enough parts
for all the kids who wanted to participate, and those who were able were mostly those connected to the
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school’s politically based infrastructure. She never had one piece of art in the previous school’s art show
because there simply wasn’t enough space. Also the art she was able to create was superior at the Griffin
school because of the resources available. For example, she made an amazing piece in a metal working class
that was an interpretation of an abandoned roller coaster, and a printed tote bag that has been complimented
almost every time she wears it. She is now taking drum lessons, something she had wanted to do at the public
school, but there was no availability in the band.

In my opinion, Griffin has gone above and beyond to have a symibiotic relationship with the community. The
frequent art nights and summer camps are very popular, and enrich the younger children and parents of the
community in ways that are immeasurable. The art nights have a nominal donation, and provided evenings of
amazing entertainment for the community. In addition, every time the school has an event like this, the
administration makes a point to tell everyone to park in the big parking lota few blocks from the school if
there’s none in the school parking lot. There doesn’t seem to be issues with parking because I usually see
availability at the school itself, and have rarely had to use that parking. Students from Griffin are also
encouraged to help out with community endeavors like volunteering at the neighboring school m an organized
program, and working at the park improvement day.

Finally, the building used to be a church. Thave churches near my house that cause much more disruption to
the surrounding community than this school ever has. On Sundays, there is always a police officer directing
the huge traffic flow that still disrupts traffic to the point where I choose other routes to drive. If the Griffin
school had to move to a different location, the building would be sold to another entity like a church that
would very likely be much worse for the community than Griffin ever was. Finally, the traffic in the
neighborhood that is being complained about is likely due to the other much more populous school, coffee
shops and restaurants, and its proximity to major thoroughfares that the roads lead to. The school is not the
cause. To keep there from being traffic and parking issues in the future, Adam Wilson has a plan for one way
traffic and required off-site parking by the students who dnive, 50 the approximately 30 extra children won’t be
an issue. I personally would argue that the small number of extra children will not make a significant
difference, so they are actually not necessary precautions.

To sum up, The Griffin school has gone out of its way to be conscious of and meet the needs of the

surrounding community. The school has been a positive mstitution in Austin for the last several years, and it is
right and appropriate for them to grow in order to continue to be a viable entity. The few more students that it
will add will not make a significant difference to the community, but will give the students added opportunities
at a place that already has the strength of allowing them to try new things in a safe and supporting environment.
The alternative conld be that the school moves to another location outside Austin, or worse closes down due to
lack of funds. In the second scenario, the city loses a school that has a track record of helping kids, who are a
little different, be able to realize dreams of art, music, and creativity. Please don’t let that happen.

Thanks.

-Sarah Sernaker
sdsernaker@email.com
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June 7, 2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of adjustment June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

My two sons are current students at Griffin High School, one is a rising sophomore and the other is a rising senior. As a
native Austinite, I'm aware of and sensitive to the changing traffic pattems of this wonderful city in which we live. In the
three years that the boys and | have been driving to schoal, however,not once have I naticed anything even remotely
resembling congestion or crowding around Griffin School. In fact, there are usually numerous spaces around the school
and the neighborhood in the moming when | drop off and in the aftemoon when | pick up. Likewise, when | have been to
the school in the middle of the day all is quiet and serene. Whenever | drive down Martin Avenue to drop the boys off |
especially notice how little through traffic there is, how peaceful it is. Whenever the school has an all school event there
is great care taken to inform school families as well as guests about where they can park and where they cannot.
Families are encouraged to park several blocks away in the overflow lot for a nearby Baptist Church. My experience is
that Griffin families are extremely cooperative in complying with these parking rules. In fact, just this past Saturday for
graduation | was witness to numerous individuals and groups of families happily walking together from the Baptist
parking lot to the school.

The Griffin School community is led by two amazing people: Adam and Caroline Wilson. They are people we all hold in
the very highest esteem for their integrity, honesty, kindness, thoughtfulness, and high standards. They, along with the
faculty and staff, have created a remarkable place where young people are not just educated, they are nurtured and
encouraged to be their best selves and to strive to become the kind of people who will be forces for good in the world.
These teenagers do gardening and yoga, they work with children at a nearby elementary school, they create art and
music and drama, they study hard and they figure out how to work through problems and conflicts by working together,
not pulling apart. In other words, Griffin School is a light in this world that is hungry for light. As a parent and member of
the school's Board of Directors, | can give you my sincere assurances that growing the student body just slightly to a
maximum of 125 students will not only make the school sustainable, but will help these remarkable young people have a
broader social and academic context in which to grow. | can assure you as well that detailed considerations have been
made as to how this step will not negatively impact the surrounding neighborhood in any way. In fact, | believe that
having this school in its midst makes it a safer, more beautiful, more vibrant, and peaceful place; a neighborhood set
apart because of the positive work going on inside and on the grounds of this wonderful school. Therefore, | urge you to
approve the request of the Griffin School.

Most sincerely,

Nancy

The Rev. Nancy Chester McCranie

Director of Volunteer and Bereavement Services

Hospice Austin,
512-567-5527
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Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Roard of Adjustment, June 8%, 2015

Dear Ms, Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

| am in favor of the Griffin School's application for variance from the Boardin terms of the
content. | believe that this should happen so that the school expand and reach a more sustainable size.

| have attended Griffin for the past four years and it has been a very supportive and greatly
assisted me in my education. Therefore | feel that Griffin Is 2 benefit to society and believe that it should
ke ailowed to carry out its plans to expand to reach & more sustainable size so that it can continue
helping students, as it had helped me. Also, increasing the number of students will allow Griffin to offer
more different and advanced classes, which would make it an ever better school for preparing students
for life. Although Griffin will increase its enroliment If the plans are carries out, it will still oply have a
maximum of 125 students, which is very small compared to many other schools. This means that even
though there will be more students, it will be a quite small school and should not be too disruptive to
the surrounding community.

I have hear that there have been complaints zbout the school already causing traffic problems
on the nearby streets, but | have not seen severe parking problems myself. | have been picked up on
Martin Ave most afterncons for the past two vears at about 4:15 and have very rarely seen any traffic
problems and there has usually only been a few cars from Griffin at most. From my observations, Griffin
is not currently causing any regular traffic problems.

| therefore am in support of the Griffin School's application because | believe expanding will
allow the school to continue helping students for a longer time and provide an even higher level of

preparation to those students. Also, the school is not currently causing any severe traffic problems on a
regular basis,

Sincerely,

Qo Mo

Qmﬂm'/’ AMneliey
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Case Number €15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjust for June 8%, 2015

Dear Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members,

My name is Berdie T. Valdez and I would like to inform you that I am IN FAVOR of
the Griffin School’s application.

I have been involved with the Griffin school for 4 years now and fully support the
school trying to grow to 125 students. Itis important that the school be able to do
this in order to be sustainable. Why? Well this school is not like any other school.
The impact it has on not only the student’s lives, but the family’s they come from, is
incredible. They “are” the school that makes a different in people’s lives. In fact, I
have attended three graduation ceremony’s held by the school. This year my family
and friends and attended. Everyone could not believe the heartfelt stories told by
parents, siblings, teachers, friends, and extended family members. It was one of the
most beautiful and unique ceremonies they had ever been to. A ceremony that left
them touched by people that were complete strangers, but whose lives were
positively impacted by the school.

With regards to traffic in the area, [ can tell you first hand that [ have seen
individuals park on Evans and 50t street then walk over to 515 and Duval. Usually
these individuals resemble that of college students. Ihave never seen a huge
amount of congestion but | have seen non-school personnel park in the area.

The school has also been very responsible in letting school personnel know where
available parking is located and also informs school personnel and their families
where “not” to park. This is done numerous times throughout the year. They work
hard to keep their neighbors happy. Not because they have to, but because they
genuinely want to.

The world needs more schools like Griffin. Please help them to become sustainable
so that they can continue to impact more lives,

Thank You,
Berdie Valdez

512 297-5454
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Leane Heldenfels
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, Texas 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8™, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

My daughter, Katherine Morris, graduated from The Griffin School yesterday. She attended
Griffin for all four years of her high school education, the same length of time that Griffin has
been inits current location on Evans Avenue.

During this time, | have seen incredible growth-—in my daughter Katherine, in Griffin's potential
student census, and in Austin’s need for a school such as Griffin.

Before Kat began attending Griffin, she was shy to a fault and wouldn’t look into people’s eyes
when they spoke with her. She refused to join any extracurricular activities and would skip
funch to avoid sitting with people. Her academic performance was average. Kat had previously
attended a school that was very rigid and that catered to a select few students, leaving her and
several other students to fend for themselves both socially and academically.

As soon as Kat and | shook Caroline Wilson’s hand, we knew we had found Kat's new school.
Caroline’s passion and care for her and Adam’s school and their students are very evident in the
courses they choose to offer, the depth of the faculty’s academic and intellectual knowledge,
and the socialization of their students. Itis obvious in the personalized approach the entire
faculty takes with each student, each course and each activity. The teachers somehow are able
to take all of the students under their wings, foster their strengths, and give them confidence
that many of them didn’t know they could ever have.

As for Katherine, she graduated with honors and as a member of the National Honor Society;
she completed AP classes, joined several clubs, and performed musically several times in front
of audiences. As | watched her graduate yesterday, | felt as if | was truly watching a miracle. |
was not alone in that feeling; other parents were feeling the same way about their own
children. As | said to Adam and Caroline, | will be eternally grateful for Griffin.



Griffin is a gift to parents, students, and the community. Based on Griffin’s small size, students L6
who excelled at Griffin, would not have been able to realize their true potential in a larger or 'q q
different type of school. Growth to Griffin is necessary to allow future students to be able to

obtain the same level of success as my daughter was able to achieve.

In regards to the possible traffic problem that some neighbors are anticipating or discussing, |
ask that you please look at the streets surrounding Griffin. There are nearby businesses that
have a larger traffic count than Griffin and have few, if any, parking places off the street for
their customers. Griffin has parking directly on their property, as well as ample parking at
Ridgetop Baptist Church. There is no reason that the students or faculty will be parking on
Evans or any neighboring streets.

Additionally, | can attest that Adam Wilson has been very clear with all Griffin parents and
students that street parking is not allowed. We follow that rule closely, to show our respect
not only for Griffin, but also for the neighborhood. | know a real estate agent who sold a house
on Evans; he said the homeowners said that the parking and traffic on Fvans were not a
problem and that they were moving only for a larger house. They also said that if they had
children, they would welcome the idea of living across the street from their children’s school.

As a final point, I am sure you are aware that approximately 140 people a day are moving to
Austin. The public schools are facing possible overcrowding (“Austin ISD Considers Long-Term
Overcrowding Solutions”, KXAN, April 20, 2015) and the private schools have limited
accessibility. The face that Griffin has the potential to increase their enrollment by 32 students
is a true gift to the Austin school community. To think that Griffin can help 32 students each
year as they helped my own daughter thrive is something that should be celebrated, not
debated about.

lunderstand that the neighbors are concerned about traffic and parking, but these are issues
that Adam has resolved with new traffic routes and an additional parking lot. To refuse Griffin
the permission to expand is to take away the possibility of success and confidence to 32

children a year. 1 am hopeful that you will be able to see the opportunity to help students and
their families with your decision.

Please free to contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,

Lynn Morris






Heldenfels, Leane

From: Michael Willy Shpvsyts ginaticasas g-
Sent: Saturday, June 06, 2015 12:52 AM

To: Heldenfels, Leane ’

Subject: Case Number C15-2015-0068 IN FAVOR of Variances
June 6, 2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,
I am IN FAVOR of the application for variance and encourage you to approve the variances.

I am the parent of a now rising sophomore at The Griffin school and have been visiting this school for various
reason for several years now. I feel that this school provides a valuable and unique educational experience for
not only students in the neighborhood but to students throughout the Austin area. One of the attractions of
Griffin is that it is a very small school. It just happens to need to be a just little larger to provide an optimally
sized body of students. The goal is to grow to a maximum of 125 students which is 32 more students than now
attend. There have been studies in educational journals that recommend school communities optimize at about

this size.

As I have said, I have been visiting this school at various times for the past several years and daily during this
Jast school year. To me it is obvious that Griffin School DOES NOT contribute to traffic congestion or parking
issues. As a matter of fact, the traffic and parking around the school is far better managed than the surrounding
businesses and even residences. You never see Griffin faculty, staff, students or parents parked on the
surrounding curbsides. The main reason is that there is plenty of parking designed into the present plan. What
you will see is people parked curbside away from the school going to the area businesses such as the coffee
shop, yoga studio and especially in the morning, Biscuits and Groovy. There are other businesses in the area
that have people parking on the curb on the south side of 50th street. These people are not connected with
Griffin. This may not be evident to all people in the neighborhood, but we know each other. This is one
advantage of a small school community.

Drop off in the morning is the busiest time of the day but it remains calm and controlled. So much so there has
never appeared to be a need for more controlled traffic pattern. There is always enough parking spaces for
parents to pull into a parking space, drop their student(s) off, back out and drive away. It’s only at the ends of
the blocks away from Griffin property is there any congestion. Once again, congestion not associated with

1



Griffin.
Pickup is even more relaxed as that traffic is spread out over a longer period of time. Actually several l
hours. Once again there just isn’t a problem associated with the Griffin traffic or parking. ,)

Griffin is wanting to grow to a maximum of 125 students. This is 32 students more than now attend. At mo,tq
half of that number will be of driving age and there is plenty of parking two blocks away from the school. It
doesn’t seem like many of the driving age students actually drive themselves to school. The remote parking is
not completely utilized as it is now.

Once again let me point out that I have been coming to this school for many years at all times of the day and all
parts of the year. Ijust don’t see parking and traffic as being a problem. On top of all that, the administration is
willing to devise plans to address traffic issues if they do come up in the future. And I'll say again that there
has perceived to be no problem in the past and that is the only reason efforts haven’t been made to date.

I understand that there is some concern regarding the possible aesthetics of new construction. I would point out
that Griffin is a College Prep High School emphasizing the artistic and creative aspect of their students and
since they are seeking to enroll the best and brightest students in the Austin area, there is no advantage to the
school to build an aesthetically displeasing structure or one that doesn’t acknowledge the unifying goals of
urban planning. There are just too many talented and smart people involved in this project to let something like
that happen. From what I see of the plans the new construction actually protects and isolates the neighbors from

the school.

If you have read all of this letter, let me say thank you for listening to my thoughts. Griffin is a positive
addition to this neighborhood. There are people who are buying houses in this area just so that they can work
and attend this school. We are considering it ourselves and I have considered the traffic and parking situation

from the point of view of a potential resident.

In closing I will say that this is the third time that I’ve been involved in the expansion of a small school in an
established neighborhood. Both of these were in neighborhoods far more exclusive than this one. The last one
was in Tarrytown. In every one of these expansions there were concerns voiced by a few very vocal

residents. Their concerns were real and were listened to by the schools and in each case the issues were
addressed and proved to be unfounded. And in each of these cases the presence and growth of the school was a
net positive for the neighborhood and the residents as I believe Griffin will be here.

I sincerely believe that you should allow the variances as there is far fewer issues here than each of the other
instances I’ve been involved. If I can address any question that you may have about my statement, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Michael J Willy
15004 Natural Spring Way
Austin, Texas 78728

512-990-2313
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Heldenfels, Leane

From: Deaton Bednar <@ [

Sent: Saturday, June 06, 2015 8:30 A

To: Heldenfels, Leane

Subject: "IN FAVOR" of our application for a variance from the Board

Leane Heldenfelds and Austin Board of Adjustment Members, I am in favor for Case number C15-2015-0068, 5001
Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave.

I'm traveling and cannot attend the meeting or I would.




June 6, 2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

We hope you will approve the Griffin School's building permit application. We are parents
of a Griffin school student, and we feel that the school is an important part of this dynamic
central Austin neighborhood.

The number of students that Griffin is looking to add should not significantly affect our
presence in the neighborhood but it will be a major impact in the ability of the school to
provide a variety of classes and extracurricular activities.

| understand that the neighbors have some concerns about traffic and parking. Butin my
experience driving through the neighborhood at various times of the day, most of the
parking issues (and related traffic congestion) are unrelated to Griffin School, but rather
result from people parking and walking to the businesses and bus stops along Duval.

The administration has always reached out to parents to make sure we minimize our impact
on the neighborhood, and | know that have proactive plans to address the additional traffic
that will come with an increased student body. Every Griffin student and parent we know
are eager to be good neighbors.

We hope that you will approve the permit so that the Griffin School can continue to be a
sustainable school in Central Austin.

Thanks for your consideration,

Gin & Bill Tolany
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5 PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION

Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public

hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
application.  You may also contact a neighborhood or environmental
organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting
your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not Jater
than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice will be seat.

A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested paity that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing (o appeal the decision.

Aninterested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a
board or commission by:

» delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
concern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a
noticee); or

-« appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;

and:

» occupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject
property or proposed development;

+ 1s the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or

» 1s an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
hus an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of
the subject property or proposed development.

A mnotice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: http://www.austintexas.gov/devservices.

|| Writlen comments must be submitted to the contact person listed on the notice
before or at a public hearing. Your comments should include the name of the
board or commission, orCouncil; the scheduled date of the public hearing; the
Case Number; and the contact person listed on the notice. All comments
received will become part of the public record of the case.

Case Number: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Contact: Leane Heldenlels, 512-974-2202, leane.heldenfels @austintexas. gov
Public Hearing: Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Towes Leois
Your Name (please print)

E8.1 am in favor
{1 object

5014 Movtin fue , Auoshin, T 7751
Your address(es) affected by this application
—
x\n\.\‘.w [—
S/ 7

& Ton 2015
Signature . Duate

Blo-gia-9a3l

Daytime Telephone:

Comments;

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned by noon the day
of the hearing to;
City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
Leane Heldenfels
P. O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088
Or fax to (512) 974-6305
Or scan and email to leane.heldenfels @ austintexas. sov

%

Note: any comments received will become part of the public record of this case

|
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June 5, 2015 ' 63

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8= 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

We are writing in favor of the Griffin School’s application for a variance. As parents of a rising »
sophomore, we have spent the last year witnessing the many ways in which the school is an asset
to the immediate community and believe that its expansion will only deepen this value.

First, the school demonstrates consistent and strong support for both parking and traffic flow. As
prospective school parents, we were informed of parking guidelines prior to our first
informational visit to the school. The school communicates proactively prior to every school
event and at regular intervals in between. 1 do not witness this same sense of responsibility from
any other community business in the vicinity.

Second, the school’s past, current and future utilization of the property are consistent with the
spirit of the historic Hyde Park neighborhood and include features like gardens and art. Ttisa
family friendly environment, and the school has hosted numerous community events, including
meetings of the neighborhood association. '

Finally, the Griffin School fills an educational niche that is currently lacking in our
community. The blend of artistic development, college preparation and community service are
unique and deserve the chance to expand to capacity.

We are present during the regular drop-off and pick-up hours and do not observe traffic to be a
significant issue — particularly compared to AISD campuses. We believe school adds
tremendous value to the community and support its expansion. Please do not hesitate to contact
us at with any questions,

Sincerely,

Ll Clen B, o
Robert Elder Susan McDowell
(512) 507-9558 (512) 426-8486

2506 Cascade Dr., Austin, Texas 78757



INTERESTED PARTY INFORMATION and COMMENTS (ﬁ

Case Number:  C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Contact: Leane Heldenfels  512-974-2202 '6‘,‘
Date: June 5, 2015

| STRONGLY oppose granting a "variance(s) . . . so the applicant may
increase the maximum number of students allowed on the site FROM . . .
to the lower of either 125 students or the number of students permitted
based on the number of parking spaces provided . . ."

The original agreed-upon cap of enrolled students at the Griffin School ("School") was 68. It is
my understanding that enrollment is now 91, well exceeding that agreed upon number of 68.
Traffic congestion, especially along 50th in front of the School, has exponentially increased
during the last year. | use 50th Street daily between Eilers and Duval, which includes the blocks
of Martin and Evans. With cars parked on both sides of the street, pedestrians, dogs, babies in
carriages, joggers, and bicyclists, traffic is already extremely congested. It is only time before a
major accident and/or death occurs in front of the school. Increasing the enroliment cap would
only exacerbate the already dangerous traffic situation and greatly deteriorate the worsening
parking situation.

Not only has the School exceeded its original enrollment cap, | understand the School has plans
to plow under the beautiful gardens and green space to put up a prison-like building that
drastically conflicts with the aesthetics and unique character of the Hyde Park neighborhood. it
seems the School disregards upholding the quality, character, and value of the neighborhood in
pursuit of its own interests.

What are the consequences for the School already exceeding the original agreed upon number
of students? If this plan is granted, what is to prevent the School from exceeding a new cap with
total disregard of the neighborhood and seemingly without consequence?

Why are there two Cases‘numbers for the same thing (variance to increase the enrollment cap)?
C15-2015-0068
SPC-2015-0190A

Thank you. Please feel free to contact me to further discuss this situation.

Kerry Kittrell

5004 Eilers Avenue
Austin, Texas 78751
512-632-7858
kerrykittrell@gmail.com
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Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, T 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068: 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave Board of Adjustment, June 8™,

2015
Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

The growth of Austin is a hot topic especially when it comes to increased traffic but with growth comes
- opportunity. In the case of the Griffin School, growth is good and necessary to allow more students in
Austin to take advantage of this unique and wonderful campus. Unique and wonderful- two words that
describe Austin itself and something we don’t want to lose as our city grows. The school meets the
needs for a small, diverse group of students and keeping the school small is part of the attraction. The
school is planning to add only thirty-five more students, which does not mean an additional thirty-five
more cars parking at the school. So many of the students and teachers walk, bike ride, bus/metro,
carpool or are dropped off at the school. | have never had a problem with traffic during the drop off or
pick up hours. An additional expansion should not have a large impact on the neighborhood but rather
 increase its value.

in turn the Griffin School will continue to be an integral part of the community itself. Griffin students
volunteer at the local elementary, take on art projects in the neighborhood, and work at the school
gardens, which are open to neighborhood residents. The school itself provides a local gathering place for
neighborhood associations to meet. The Griffin school continues to model for its students how to live in
community and work together by proactively implementing solutions such as: leasing parking from a
nearby Church for the two annual events held at the school, hosting car sharing space on weekends and
by making available its own parking spaces evenings and weekends for neighborhood resident use.

Our family has decided to make this our home for high school and we look forward to the growth of the
school that will round out the learning for all students and allow a few more families here in Austin to
benefit as we have from this unique and wonderful place. Please allow the Griffin Schoo! to continue
with its building plans.

Sincerely, , N

Elizabeth Klingler
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v 5 PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION
Ry

Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public
hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
application. You may also contact a neighborhood or environmental
organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting
your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or reconmend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later
than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice will be sent.

A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a
board or commission by:

s delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
coneern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a
notice}; or

= appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;

and:

« occupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject
property or proposed development;

» is the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or

« is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of
the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible

department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: http:/www.austintexas.gov/devservices.

Written comments must be submitted to the contact person listed on the notice
before or at a public hearing. Your conuments should include the name of the
board or commission, or Council; the scheduled date of the public hearing; the
Case Number; and the contact person listed on the notice. All comments
received will become part of the public record of the case.

Case Number: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave

Contact: Leane Heldenfels, 512-974-2202, leane.heldenfels @austintexas. gov

Public mmw_,mzm" Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015
Larry Browitig, (Brgwitong-Hoch Trus H) :

(O 1 am in favor

(X 1 object
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Note: any comments received will become part of the public record of this case

Your, address(es) affected by this application

:\NN

m‘w\%\; 505
7 Date

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned by neon the day
of the hearing to: ‘

City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
Leane Heldenfels

P. O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-1088

Or fax to (512) 974-6305

Or scan and email to leane. heldenfels @austintexas.eov
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Although ants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public
hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
application. You may also contact a neighborhood or environmental
organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting
your neighborhood.

5%@@50 HEARING INFORMATION
applic

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later
than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice will be sent.

A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a
board or commission by:

o delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
concern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a
notice); or

» appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing

and:

o occupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject
property or proposed development;

» is the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or

» is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of
the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: hitp://www.austintexas.gov/devservices.

Written comments must be submitted to the contact person listed on the notice
before or at a public hearing. Your comments should include the name of the
board or commission, or Council; the scheduled date of the public hearing; the
Case Number; and the contact person listed on the notice. All comments
received will become part of the public record of the case.

Case Number: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Contact: Leane Heldenfels, 512-974-2202, leane.heldentels @austintexas.gov

Public Hearing: Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

A//:Z, ﬂ m./fc\/m‘smas

Your Name Qimm;m print)

593 Pue W 7815

Your address(es) affected by thigapplication

RNVt

Signature bm:,m

I am in favor
I object

Daytime Telephone:

Comments:

Note: any comments received will become part of the public record of this case

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned by noon the day
of the hearing to:
City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
Leane Heldenfels
P. O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088
Or fax to (512) 974-6305
Or scan and email to leane.heldenfels @austintexas.gov
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June 4, 2015

Leane Heldenfelds, Planning and Development Review
& Austin Board of Adjustment Members

Re:  C15-2015-0068 501 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave.
Board of Adjustment, June 8, 2015

Dear Members of the Board of Adjustment:

I understand that you will hear and decide a request for a variance regarding
501 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave. which is The Griffin School. Please be advised
that I am “IN FAVOR” of The Griffin School’s application for a variance from the
Board. My daughter is one of 93 students currently attending The Griflin School. 1
highly support their goal of growing to a student population of 125, and this variance
will enable them to sustain that growth and promote progress that will henefit the
students, the surrounding community and Austin as a whole. My daughter currently
walks with a group of Griffin students through the neighborhood to Ridgetop
Elementary to serve as mentors for these deserving children who need extra support.
"This is just one of the ways this school serves the immediate community.

[understand that neighbors have complained about cars parking on the street
and have attributed this increased traflic to the school. However, my daughter and
the other upper class students who drive, park each day at the Ridgetop Baptist
Church parking lot as The Griffin School leases parking space for the students. I
volunteer frequently at the school and have never had a problem finding a parking
spot in front of the school; as well as have never had to park on the street. Ihave
however, observed other individuals park in front of homes on the street and walk
around the corner ta the retail shops on Duval.

Please consider the positive impact the approval of this variance will provide,
and please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Kathk¥en Winslow Morgan &—“



June 4, 2015
Re: Case Number: C15-2015-06068, 5001 Evans Avenue and 5000 Martin Ave.
Public Hearing: Board of Adjustment, June 8, 2015 "

City of Austin-Development Services Department 1 Floor
Leane Heldenfels

P.O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-1088

Dear Ms. Heldenfels,

I object to the variance requested for the Case number/address shown above. Any increase in the
number of students, faculty & staff for the school will also increase the traffic and parking in the
neighborhood. We are greatly overburdened now with the increased number of cars that are
parked in the neighborhood and have difficulty with having adequate parking for the residences
and their guests. Doubling the number of students at the Griffin School and resulting increased
staff will put insurmountable pressure for parking on the neighborhood where excess parking
does not exist today.

I urge you to please not approve the variance requested.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you,
e Kochbicirt
Nina Lockhart

Owner of the subject address affected by this application:
5004 Evans Avenue

Austin, TX 78751

Daytime Phone number: 512-327-1842




June 4, 2015 _l/j
Leane Heldenfels , (pl
PO Box 1088 \

Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:

Case Number C15-2015-0068

5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,
_lam “IN FAVOR” of the application for variance.

My son has just completed his freshman year here at The Griffin School and | cannot think of
another school that encompasses the spirit of Austin, not to mention the neighborhood of Hyde
Park. Griffin students learn and live communitarian values: We emphasize social responsibility,
and engage all students in school governance, whole school activities, and service both to the
school community and to the larger community of Austin. Being an inclusive and engaging com-
munity does not just happen because of our size — we work really hard at it!

Therefore | feel it is very important to increase the size of this school to 125 students. This
permit allows us to expand our facility to incorporate our population growth. Growing to 125
students is the scale that enables us to be sustainable as a school community and as a business.
Growing to that level gets us to what we believe will feel like a robust school community for our
students with the kind of diversity and scale that allows for a healthy social world for teenag-
ers. it allows us to adequately fill out the programs we have in fine art, athletics, and Advanced
Placement courses. It protects us from fluctuations in enroliment and from unforeseen crises
that can affect any organization. Sustainability is what we are seeking with this growth. Recog-
nizing that 125 students is still a very small high school on anyone’s standards would help put
this in context. You can also note that we have 93 students now, so we are only talking about
adding a maximum of 32 more.

There is a perception that we have created a parking and traffic situation in the neighborhood
already. During the week | am always able to park in a school parking spot as | drop-off and pick-
up my son from school. My observations are that we always have parking spaces available on-
site for our staff and students who drive. Drop-off and pick-up traffic is spread across time in the
morning and afternoon and never backs up into the roadway or even onto curb-parking in front
of our neighbor’s homes. | feel the coffee shop and yoga studio on the corner of Duvall and 51s
street create more of an issue. During specials events at the school we are advised to park in the

Ridgetop Baptist Church parking lot.

1 of 2 pages
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For future growth, the school is planning a number of ways to avoid traffic problems as we gro 0;
in the coming years. These include requiring our students who drive to park offsite at the Ridge-

top Baptist Church parking lot {(note that we meet parking code without those spaces - we are

leasing them to be proactive and to go above and beyond what is required). This will leave many

on-site spaces open for drop-off and pick-up vehicles. We are creating a plan for one-way traffic

flow for Griffin families around the school property {one-way south on Martin Ave, and one-way

north on Evans Ave) - we hope this will keep drop-off and pick-up traffic flowing and even more

orderly.

Please vote “IN FAVOR" of the application for variance.

Sincerely,

Se U

Sandra Schmitt



) vJ &) PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION
—

Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public
hearing, you are nof required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
application. You may also contact a neighborhood or environmental
organization that has expressed an interest in an mmcrnp:o: affecting
your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later
than 60 days {rom the announcement, no further notice will be sent.

A board or commumission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a pablic hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest (o a
board or commission by:

» delivering a written statement to the board or commuission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
concern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a
notice); or

« appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;

and:
» occupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject
property or proposed development;
« is the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property
or proposed development; or
« is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 fect of
the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s fand development
process, visit our web site: hitp://www.austintexas.gov/devservices,

Written comments must be submitted to the contact person listed on the notice
before or at a public hearing. Your comments should include the name of the
board or commission, or Council; the scheduled date of the public hearing; the
Case Number; and (he contact person listed on the notice. All comments
received will become part of the public record of the case.

Case Number: C15-2015-0068, 5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Contact: Leanc Heldenfels, 512-974-2202, leane.heldenfels @ austintexas.gov

Public Hearing: Board of Adjustment, June 8th, 2015

NiNae Lot hart

Your Name (please print)

()1 amin favor
51 object

5004 Evyans Aue., frishin T35

Your address{es) affected by this application

N, Loehbroat 6j4] 2015

Signature Date

Daytime Telephone:_ 572 - 2271 g4 L
Comments: T OU»WA\T 10 i).mw /\A\fign.h\ jm@wﬁ%

Please see obached %K%g) S

Note: any comments received will become part of the public record of this case

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned by noon the day
of the hearing to:
City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
Leane Heldenfels
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088
Or fax to (512) 974-6305
Or scan and email to leane.heldenfels @austintexas.gov




Richard Finley I bq

4529 Avenue G
Austin, Texas 78751

June 3, 2015

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Re: Board of Adjustment, 6/8/2015; case #C15-2015-0068; 5001 Evans Av, 5000 Martin Av
Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

| write in support of Griffin School being allowed to increase its maximum number of students
to 125, and of the school’s application for a variance from code requiring that a secondary
school be situated on a street at least 40 feet wide.

| frequently walk, ride, or drive by the school, including at drop-off and pick-up times, and
have never observed a traffic problem around the school. Nor have | noticed any increase in
street parking on the surrounding streets since Griffin School moved to the area from its
previous Hyde Park home.

What | have noticed is a tremendous effort on the part of Griffin folks to address, from the
time they first moved to their current facility, concerns any of their neighbors had about
living near a school. They rent nearby parking, encouraging carpooling, think through traffic
flows, etc. They really are a good neighbor.

| fear that a decision against Griffin’s application would eventually lead to Hyde Park losing
this school which does so much for Hyde Park in the way of volunteerism, meeting host,
summer camp programs, adult education, promoting the arts, etc. And so | encourage you to
vote in favor of the school’s application, thereby assuring that it continues to serve as Hyde
Park’s vibrant art and civic core for decades to come.

Regards,

pam

Richard Finley



June 3-2015 ,05

Leane Heldenfels
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8%, 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,

| am resident and homeowner in Hyde Park and | am writing to you in support of the Griffin
School's application to grown their enroliment to a maximum of 125 students.

The Griffin School is an amazing part of our Hyde Park neighborhood and embodies everything
that being a good neighbor in modem urban society entails. | support and encourage their

growth.

As a residential real estate broker, | have often driven past their location during school times
while showing properties for sale in the area. | have never noticed a current parking or traffic
problem in the neighborhood and actually, | quite often point out the Griffin School, our local
private high school dedicated to the arts, as a positive attribute of the Hyde Park
neighborhood.

Furthermore, | have total confidence that the owners of the school and the govemning board
will be proactive and constructive in addressing future traffic and parking needs as they grow.
These are individuals committed to fostering a sense of community and enriching the Hyde
Park neighborhood.

Kind regards,

Tammy Young
Neighbor, 44* & Avenue H



June 3, 2015 Q

Leane Heldenfels '(pv

PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088

Reference:
Case Number C15-2015-0068
5001 Evans Ave & 5000 Martin Ave
Board of Adjustment, June 8", 2015

Dear Ms. Heldenfels and Board of Adjustment Members,
_ Iam IN FAVOR of this case. | support the growth of the Griffin School to 125 students. Parking and traffic
issues are not current problems and hypothetical future problems should not prevent additional
students benefiting benefit from an education at the Griffin School. Itis a comfort to know that the
school has a plan to prevent these hypotheticals from ever becoming real concerns.
Sincerely,
/\\\
e AV

Jessica Charbeneau
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Griffin School Board of Adjustment Application ’G ,
Support of Variance

| am familiar with the Griffin School, and | believe it is an asset to the community. | am
in favor of the Griffin School's application for a variance from the minimum street
paved width requirements of Section 25-2-832(1) of the Austin City Code in order to
add new classroom facilities to the school.

R NoKesS

First Name Last Name

Y200 Ave . T Aushio  Tx 718719

Street Address

Nces -2 15

Date

Signature

AUS-6105635-1 524247/1






