
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2015-0006 HLC DATE:  March 23, 2015 
    April 27, 2015 
 PC DATE:  June 23, 2015 
     
APPLICANT:  Historic Landmark Commission 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Lightsey-Russell  House 
 
WATERSHED:  Bouldin Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1805 Lightsey Road 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT NUMBER:  5 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  No recommendation. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture: The ca. 1932 house is an excellent example of a vernacular Tudor 

Revival house. 
 
Historical Associations: The house is associated with Charles and Veda Lightsey; 

Charles Lightsey was a prominent entrepreneur and very 
probably the first operator of a rental car company in Austin. 

 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  March 23, 2015: Initiated the historic 
zoning case.  Vote: 4-0-1 (Limbacher and Roberts ill; Leary abstaining.)  April 27, 2015:  
Recommended the proposed zoning change from SF-3 to SF-3-H for the original portion of 
the house and allow the demolition of the addition and the outbuilding.  Vote: 5-0 (Leary 
and Myers ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Forwarded without a recommendation; the motion 
to recommend SF-3-H zoning failed.  Vote: 3-5 (Oliver, Hatfield, Roark, Hernandez, and 
Nortey in opposition). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:   August 13, 2015   ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:   
South Lamar Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, clipped side-gabled brick-veneered house with a 
front-facing gablet in the front; an exterior chimney in the front with a rock base and brick 



 
flue; a front-gabled and round-arched rock-faced entry; and a partial-width wraparound 
porch on the left side of the entry with rock piers and ornamental metal railings; single 1:1 
fenestration with a single set of casement windows in the front gablet.  There is an addition 
to the right side of the house, which functions as a separate dwelling unit, addressed as 
1807 Lightsey Road.  The addition is rectangular-plan, front-gabled, and brick with a rock 
foundation, with similar fenestration to the main house. 
 
Historical Associations: 
Charles O. and Veda Lightsey purchased this land from Theodore Low in 1931 and built 
this house around 1932.   Charles O. Lightsey started his cab company in Fort Worth in the 
1920s, and expanded into the Austin taxi market around 1928, while still maintaining his 
business in Fort Worth.  Lightsey also established one of the first (if not the first) rental car 
agency in Austin (Lightsey’s Drive-It-Yourself System), with offices downtown, and near 
the UT campus, while still maintaining his cab business.  He employed his son-in-law, 
Bryan Russell (married to Lightsey’s step-daughter, Ora Claire Humphries) in both 
businesses.  After the repeal of Prohibition, Lightsey also established the Lightsey-Carroll 
Company, a wholesale beer and liquor distributorship, converting some of his unused taxis 
into delivery trucks for the liquor business.  Lightsey died in 1937; Veda Lightsey died in 
1939.  Ora Claire Russell had taken over the management of the cab company after her 
step-father’s death, while her mother remained the president of the company.  Bryan 
Russell, who had been an embalmer and funeral director, took over the Lightsey cab 
business after Veda Lightsey died. 
The Russells ran the Lightsey Cab Company until the mid-1940s; the family had quit the 
rental car agency some years before, and the wholesale beer business was sold to Lightsey’s 
partner in that business after Lightsey’s death.  Bryan Russell then went to work as an 
auditor, and later as a field agent for the IRS, while Ora Claire Russell worked as a 
proofreader for the Steck Company. Bryan Russell lived in this house for the rest of his life; 
Ora Claire Russell sold the house in 1983. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0404070123 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  1.0 AC OF LOT 20 LOW THEODORE HEIGHTS 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $7,449 (owner-occupied); $3,746 (income-
producing). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $636,561 
 
PRESENT USE:  Vacant 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Lightsey Two, LP 
2003 S. 1st Street 
Austin, Texas 78704 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1932 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Side addition for an apartment (1950s) 
 



 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Charles O. and Veda Lightsey 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 
 
LOCATION MAP 

 
 



 
 
 

1805 Lightsey Road 
ca. 1932 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
View of downtown Austin from the house 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

1805 Lightsey Road 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2015 
 
1992  A. and Louise Foss, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 A. Louise Foss, owner 
  Department manager, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
 
1981  Ora Claire Russell, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  W. Bryan and Ora C. Russell, owners 
  Retired 
 
1973  W. Bryan and Ora C. Russell, owners 

Retired 
 
1968  W. Bryan and Ora C. Russell, owners 
  Agent, IRS 
 
1962  W. Bryan and Ora C. Russell, owners 
  Agent, IRS 



 
 
1959  W. Bryan and Ora C. Russell, owners 
  W. Bryan: Agent, IRS 

Ora C.: Copy preparation, Steck Company, printers, binders, and office 
supplies, 9th and Lavaca Streets. 

 
1955  W. Bryan and Ora C. Russell, owners 
  W. Bryan: Agent, IRS 

Ora C.:  Proofreader, Steck Company, printers, binders, and office 
supplies, 9th and Lavaca Streets. 

 
1952  W. Bryan Russell (Ora C. Russell is not listed), owner 
  Auditor, IRS 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Neither W. Bryan nor Ora Claire Russell is listed in the directory. 
 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Neither William Bryan nor Ora Claire Russell is listed in the directory. 
 
1944-45 Bryan and Ora Claire Russell, owners 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being in Theodore Low Heights. 

Bryan Russell was the president of Lightsey Cab Company, 112-14 E. 7th Street; 
Ora C. Russell was the secretary/treasurer of Lightsey Cab Company. 

 
1942  Bryan and Ora Claire Russell, owners 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being in Theodore Low Heights 

Bryan Russell was the president of Lightsey Cab Company, “prompt, dependable 
service,” 112-14 E. 7th Street; Ora Claire was the secretary/treasurer of Lightsey 
Cab Company. 

 
1940  Bryan and Ora Claire Russell, owners 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being in Theodore Low Heights 

Bryan Russell was the president of Lightsey Cab Company, “prompt, dependable 
service,” 112-14 E. 7th Street; Ora Claire was the secretary/treasurer of Lightsey 
Cab Company. 

 
1939  Mrs. C.O. Lightsey, owner 
  President, Lightsey’s Cab Company, 112 E. 7th Street. 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as being in Theodore Lowe Heights. 

NOTE:  Bryan and Ora C. Russell are listed at 1706 Nueces Street; he was an 
embalmer; she was the manager of Lightsey’s Cab Company, 112 E. 7th Street. 

 
1937  Mrs. C.O. Lightsey, owner 

President, Lightsey’s Cab Company, “New Cars, Safe Drivers, Call Us and Count 
the Minutes,” 112-14 E. 7th Street. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as being in Theodore Lowe Heights. 
NOTE:  Bryan and Ora C. Russell are listed at 1407 Alta Vista Avenue; he was 
an embalmer; she was not separately listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  The Lightsey-Carroll Company, wholesale beer, was owned by L.W. 
Carroll.  The offices were at 211 W. 4th Street. 

 
1935  Charles O. and Veda R. Lightsey, owners 

President-manager Lightsey’s Drive It Yourself System, “Rent a New Car, Drive It 
Yourself, at Your Service Day and Night with a Convenient Taxi Service,” 112 E. 



 
7th Street; president-manager, Lightsey’s Cab and Baggage Company, 112-14 E. 
7th Street. 

  NOTE:  The house is listed as being in Theodore Lowe Heights. 
NOTE:  Bryan and Ora Claire Russell are listed at 1607 Lavaca Street.  He was 
an embalmer for Thurlow B. Weed, funeral director and embalmer, 17th and 
Lavaca Streets; she was the book-keeper for Lightsey-Carroll Company, 
distributors of Falstaff, Pon, Monte Carlo, and Shiner beer, 112 E. 7th Street. 

 
1932-33 There is no listing of the houses in Theodore Lowe Heights.  Charles O. and 

Veda R. Lightsey are listed at 1701 Kenwood Avenue; he was the president of 
Lightsey’s Drive it Yourself System, 112 E. 7th Street and 2400 San Antonio 
Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Charles O. and Veda R. Lightsey (ca. 1932 – ca. 1939) 
Bryan and Ora Claire Russell (ca. 1939 – 1983) 
 
Ora C. Humphries (later Russell) appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the step-daughter of 
Charles O. and Veda R. Lightsey, who lived at 711 W. 34th Street in Austin.  Ora C. Humphries 
was 20, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation listed.  Her step-father, Charles 
Lightsey was 39, had been born in Texas, and was the president of an automobile business.  
The 1910 U.S. Census shows that Ora Humphries was the daughter of George L. and Veda S. 
Humphreys of Garret Township, Johnston County, Oklahoma.  Her father, George Humphries 
was 27, had been born in Missouri, and was a farmer.  Her mother, Veda, 19, had been born in 
Idaho and had no occupation listed.  Ora was the only child shown in the census report. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Bryan and Ora C. Russell as the owners of an un-numbered 
house in Precinct 5 of Travis County, which corresponds to this house. Their house was worth 
$10,000.  Bryan Russell was 30, had been born in Texas, and was the owner of a service car 
company.  Ora C. Russell was 31, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation listed.  
With them lived their daughter, Veda, 2, Ora’s grand-mother, Mary J. Brock, an Arkansas-born 
widow, and a housekeeper, Delphine Schoen, 16, who had lived in rural Travis County in 1935.  
 

 



 
Article in the Austin American, September 29, 1929 detailing a robbery of the Lightsey Drive It 
Yourself System office near the University of Texas.  The article notes that Byron Russel (Bryan 
Russell) was in charge of the station at the time. 
 

 
Article in the Austin Statesman, April 11, 1931 featuring the Lightsey System services for 
motorists. 
 



 

 
Article in the Austin American, July 19, 1936 featuring the services and facilities of the Lightsey-
Carroll Company, a wholesale beer distributorship owned by Charles O. Lightsey and L.W. 
Carroll. 
 



 

 
Obituary of Charles O. Lightsey 

Austin Statesman, January 18, 1937 
 
 



 

 
Obituary of Bryan Russell 

Austin American-Statesman, May 6, 1980 
 



 

 
Obituary of Ora Claire Russell 

Austin American-Statesman, June 11, 2001 
 

 



 
Water service permit for this address (1953) 

 

 
Sewer service permit to Bryan Russell (1958) 

  

 
Building permit to Bryan Russell to construct a frame addition (1957) 

 



 

 
Building permit to Bryan Russell to remodel the duplex (1972) 
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 Staff Note: Document submitted by neighborhood opposition.




