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City Tree Initiatives

Tree Preservation Ordinance (1983)
Urban Heat Island Resolution (2005)
Tree Taskforce (2006)

"+ s Mayor’s Climate Change Initiative (2007)
. s Resolution recognizing urban forest as
Infrastructure (2008)

& Tree Summit (2009)

Resolution for Comprehensive
Urban Forest Plan (2014)




Austin’s Urban Forest

s Public and private property

s Manage expectations

s Expedient and consistent response
s Continual enhancements

s Evaluate risks where people live,
work, and play

,_ijur vision, in making Austin the most livable city in the
if‘» countn;, isto persom{g Austm s trees l)g ensunng thenr



- Cleans air

stores and cleans water
vMinimizes erosion
sequesters carbon
Nildlife habitat

ycreen views & noise
Property value

sense of place
Aesthetics

Tree Benefits
Critical to Austin’s Quality of Life

‘Overal Benefits

Storm Water

Property Value
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Breakdown of your tree's benefits
Click on one of the tabs above for more detail

Energy Air Quality o2 About the Model
This 25 inch Live oak provides overall

benefits of: $235 every year.

While some functional benefits of trees are well
documented, others are difficult to quantify (e.g.,
human social and communal health). Trees' specific
geography, climate, and interactions with humans and
infrastructure is highly variable and makes precise
calculations that much more difficult. Given these
complexities, the results presented here should be
considered initial approximations—a general accounting
of the benefits produced by urban street-side plantings.

Benefits of trees do not account for the costs
associated with trees' long-term care and maintenance.

If this tree is cared for and grows to 30
inches, it will provide $281 in annual
benefits.

Infrastructure Which Improves With Time

JReduce Stormwater -
Flow and Erosion

b
2 1

Percolate Groundwater

Reduce Energy Consumption
Mitigate Heat Island Effects .

ﬁ Oxygen

wSequester Carbon and)

Absorb Nutrients

Produce

Filter Pollutants




Symbo Description Acres| % Canopy Coverage
B |Canopy Coverage 151 -

L1 |Central Business District | 1073 14
Neighborhood =

Core/Waterfront 295 4

Judge's Hill 59 39

Lower Shoal Creek 75 6

Market/Lamar a7 12

Northeast 45 20

Northwest 147 23

Rainey Street 37 21

Town Lake 47 34

Uptown/Capitol 185 10

Waller Creek 148 14

Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ, USGS Intermap, iPC. NRCAN, Esn Japan. ™
(Hong Kong), Esn (Thailand), TomTom, 2013

TI. Esri China




Various Interests

Economic factors

Environmental

Development . -
considerations

interests

Multiple
departmental
tree programs

»  Citizen
concerns

Public Policy Initiatives

e Tree Taskforce

Boards and *Urban Density
Commissions Comprehensive planning process
Responsibilities

eUrban Heat Island Initiative

e Climate Protection Pla]é

E *Tree Oversight Committee



. * Public Relations



http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.today.mccombs.utexas.edu/2015/01/bragging-rights-case-competition-wins-scholarship-finalist&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CCYQwW4wCGoVChMI-Yum6Z3JxwIViEiSCh3B5ggD&sig2=SEl4GBrjRhb0OX-T97D5Vg&usg=AFQjCNHM4StWL9mZkNGO9jhWton7a9e1pg

e Utility Conflicts

e Public Safety

e Soil Volume and
Quality

e Maintenance

e Drainage

sy
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Acting Director
Rodney Gonzales

Assistant Director
George Adams

Our mission, to support the best managed city in the country,
is to uphold the communitg’s values by providing an effective
- and fair system to plan, preserve and replenish trees
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PROMOTION

e Disease Assessment and Mapping
e Presentation to neighborhood and
development communities
e State of the Environment Report
e Tree Care Information

e Plan Implementation (Imagine

Walk-In Customer Service Austin, Urban Forest
Site Plan Review Management, Community
Tree Permitting and Wildfire Prevention)
Inspection e Resource Management
Response to CAFs, RFls, e Standards of Care
and 3-1-1 calls e Interdepartmental Training

(weekends and evenings)

PRESERVATION PLANNING
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City-Wide Plans
IMAGINEAUSTON

Vibrant. Livable. Connected,
4

PING THE AUSTIN WE IMAGINE

Rustin's
Urean Forest ¥
Puan 4

Complete Streets
Urban Forest Plan

Urban Trails Master PIa{b





http://www.treefolks.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Arbor-Day-Planting-Volunteers-e1411581868553.jpg

Regulatory Jurisdiction

e Tree
Preservation

e Tree
Protection

e Tree
Replacement

TREE & ROOT PROTECTION ZONE

Per City of Austin code (Chapter 25-8, Subchapter B, Article 1)
this protective device is to remain in place for the entirety of the
development project and illegal removal is subject to fines and
work suspensions. Additional information can be obtained at the:
City Arborist (512-974-1876)
web site (http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/trees).

Zona de Proteccion del Arboly las Raicesel dispositivo protector debe quedarse en el
lugar para la totalidad del proyecto de la construccion. Para informacion adicional,
contacta la Arborista Municipal (512) 974-1876 o
http://www. el austin. ix.us/trees/trees_spanish. htm.
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Levels of Tree Ordinance Protection

8" and larger
- Required to be surveyed on commercial

site plan submittals

19" and larger are PROTECTED SIZE TREES
- All species are protected
- Tree permit is required for impacts or
removal (residential and public)

24" and larger can be HERITAGE TREES
- Only specific species qualify
- Requires a variance for removal or impacts
that exceed code requirements
- Variances can be administrative

- Greater penalties for unpermitted
impacts

30" and larger HERITAGE TREES

- Proposed variances must go through
the public process 16




Stakeholders

Citizens & Stewards

Federal & State
Partners

Boards &
Commissions

City Council & Upper
Management

Design Professionals

City Reviewers &
Inspectors

Neighborhood
Groups
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. trees

) s City Arborist Report
(e.9. Heritage trees,

development statistics)

~Urban Forester State of the Environment, Report Card (e.g.
. PW, WPD, AE), and Comprehensive Urban Forest Plan
- Urban Forest Grant Program Requests

- Champion tree opportunities
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Thank You
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