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To:  Austin City Council From: Diane and Art Olbert
1906 Raleigh Avenue
Austin, Texas 78703

Subject: Protest of proposed resubdivision — case number: C8-2015-0048.0A

We ask that City Council not approve the resubdivision of 3600 Meredith until:
¢ the requester follows city procedures and
« the city’'s departments reach a single, integrated position on the resubdivision,
especially vis-a-vis the risks of flooding and risks to the Austin Caverns.

Specifics:

1. The proposal has not met Austin’s procedures and processes.

e No sign alerting neighbors of the proposal has been posted on the property.

¢ The City's arborist disagrees the heritage tree on the property should removed.
Only the owner’s chosen arborist argues removal of the tree is appropriate.

» City staff disapproved the resubdivision.

2. The proposed resubdivision will exacerbate a severe flooding problem in the
neighborhood and will risk further damage to the Austin Caverns, which are beneath
many of the properties in the neighborhood, including our house.
¢ The city is moving forward with the multi-million dollar “Meredith Street Storm Drain

Improvement” proposal. That proposal outlines these current risks to the

neighborhood:

o “.. stormwater is causing erosion within the cave, which could lead to portions of
the cave ceiling collapsing as has happened in the past” *

¢ “Stormwater tends to be poliuted with bacteria, fertilizers, pesticides, sediment
and petroleum products. These pollutants are entering the cave system and
potentially contaminating springs near Lake Austin. Any project will need to
improve the water quality of the stormwater entering the cave by filtering out
some of the pollutants.” *

* “The capacity of the cave is not known, but is not sufficient to prevent flooding of
houses nearby. Several properties have experienced repeated flooding.” *

« A key advantage cited for the city’s proposed storm drain solution is the “proposat
also avoids any construction activity directly over the cave system.” * Building two
new houses very close to the cavern entrance is a danger to the neighborhood.

¢ One of the proposed sub-divided lots will be in the 100 year flood plain.

» The amount of water runoff directly into the caves will be increased by adding two
structures and paving to the current single home layout.

s The property was originally divided into two lots decades ago, before the risks of
neighborhood flooding and risks to Austin Caverns were understood.

* hitp://www.austintexas.gov/department/meredith-street-storm-drain-jmprovemen
(T -8~ (5

Diane & Art Olbert's Protest of proposed resubdivision — case number; C8-2015-0048.0A
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