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The Ethics Review Commission has jurisdiction to hear complaints alleging violation(s) of
the following provisions:

City Code, Chapter 2-1, Section 2-1-24 (City Boards, Conflict of Interest and
Recusal)

*  City Code, Chapter 2-2 (Campaien Finance
) P | paig

City Code, Chapter 2-7 (Ethics and Financial Disclosure), except for Article 6 (Anti-
lobbying and Procurement)

City Code, Chapter 4-8 (Regulation of Lobbyists)

®

(lt‘ Charter, Article [II, Section 8 (Limits on (\:lmpnign Contributions and
Expenditures)

PLEASE LIST EACH ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE ABOVE CITY CODE AND
CHARTER PROVISIONS SEPARATELY ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES.
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[IF MORE ROOM IS NECESSARY, PLEASE CONTINUE ON A BLANK PAGE
USING THE SAME FORMAT]

ALL THE STATEMENTS AND INFORMATION IN THIS COMPLAINT ARE TRUE
AND FACTUAL TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.
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COMPLAINANT’S SIGNATURE
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STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF TRAVIS
This instrument was acknowledged, sworn to and subscribed before me by
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Typed or Printed Name of Notary

THIS FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK.

Chirree of the Cuy Clerk, 2021 11 Hovised: September 2
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VERUS CONSULTING
MARK WALTERS

P.O. Box 28072, Austin, Texas 78755

TEL: i512i 964-4343 « FAX: i512| 346-9494

City of Austin Ethics Commission
c/o Austin City Clerk

301 W 2nd St

Austin, TX

(512) 978-2104

June 30, 2015

RE:  Amended Ethics Complaint against City Council Member Don Zimmerman

Pursuant to section 2-7-41 of the Austin City Code of Ordinances. this is an
official complaint against Austin City Council Member Don Zimmerman for comments
that he made on Facebook. and as reported in the Austin American Statesman. Council
Member Zimmerman, in a public form followed by myself and other residents of the City
of Austin. referred to gay individuals as pedophiles. This public statement is a violation of
the City of Austin Ethics Code.

Specifically, Zimmerman vielated the City of Austin’s Ordinance 2-7-1(A). when
he referred to gays as pedophiles during a social media commentary. Councilman
Zimmerman's remarks were not impartial and irresponsible to the people of the City of
Austin.  Moreover, under this Ordinance. Councilman Zimmerman vielated his duty to
have public confidence in the integrity of its government. Counciliman Zimmerman, by
failing to conduct himself in a professional and ethical manner and for treating members
of the public without respect and dignity, has unjustly and with impunity, labeled Austin’s
LGBT community as pedophiles: a claim that he cannot substantiate. The comments
made by the Council Member, was a clear statement that was unprofessional and abusive.

The second ethics complaint alleged is that Council Member Zimmerman used
City of Austin resources to make his disparaging remarks, in violation of Austin City
Ordinance 2-7-62(J). By using either a city computer or city paid cell phone. Zimmerman
violated the Standard of Conduct that he, as a Council Member. is required to uphold. “No
City official or employee shall use City facilities. personnel, equipment or supplies for
private purposes, except to the extent such are lawfully available to the public.”™ Council
Member Zimmerman violated this section of the Standard of Conduct in using city
computers and or cell phones to make comments on Facebook, to embarrass himself, the
City, and to make disparaging remarks about a segment of Austin residents that is not
reflective of the City’s values. and of the City’s population as a whole.



Due to the lack of sensitivity of Zimmerman, and this being his second ethics
review is less than six (6) months, there is a heightened concern as to whether he can
represent the City of Austin in a manner that does not bring negative publicity and shame
on the members of the community. [ respectfully ask that a full investigation take place
into this matter and that any and all sanctions be taken against Council Member
Zimmerman for the egregious conduct that he has instilled upon our City.

In accordance with the City of Austin Ethics Code, I respectfully ask that Council
Member Zimmerman be presented a copy of this complaint, along with the city attorney
and the Ethic Commission. Moreover, [ respectfully ask that a full and complete public
preliminary hearing be made on this complaint within 20 working days.

Respecttully submitted,

oA =

Mark Walters
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