Austin Raza Round Table
September 22, 2015

Mayor Steve Adler and Members, Austin City Council
City of Austin

P.O. 1088

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Mayor and Members of the Austin City Council:

You received immediate and well-deserved praise for the good and sincere intentions behind
the recent Spirit of East Austin conference. The process of collating and translating the
participants’ expressions of concern, frustration and hope into substantive and effective
initiatives, on the other hand, may be too daunting a task to produce immediate and positive
results. We wish to propose a reliable method to determine needs and to respond immediately
and effectively to the problems burdening our poor, especially in the eastern neighborhoods of
Austin and Travis County.

Our proposal calls for city council members and county commissioners to commission a survey
that identifies social needs in Austin’s “Eastern Crescent” and approves a 10-year plan of
action that immediately begins to address the issues identified by the survey with funds from
public and corporate sources.

We propose an immediate convening of a task force of staff and stakeholders to prepare and
implement a needs assessment survey that targets the historic minority district of East Austin
as well as the communities in eastern Austin and Travis County that have been receiving the
exodus of poor people from the central part of the city. The survey instrument should be
relatively easy to construct and apply given the information that already exists on the
geographic boundaries of poverty in the city and the county, as well as the extent to which a
lack of resources denies poor residents their rights to a decent quality of life and opportunities
to act on their own behalf.

We recommend that the Austin City Council and the Travis County Commissioners Court
follow the survey and analysis by establishing a 10-year plan of relief and recovery that
immediately begins to address some of the more critical needs identified by the survey. This



will require an initial allocation of funds, as well as a small staff to begin preparing proposals
for additional funding to support other planned activities.

We believe that the problems of poverty and lack of resources—aggravated by gentrification
and the previous official inattention—are so serious that the city and the county governments
have to act aggressively and without delay (a month for the design and implementation of the
survey, and a month for the preparation of the plan of action). We also know that these
problems are sufficiently well-known that we should not have to delay action with additional
arguments and justifications. Furthermore, we understand that city and county officials have
acted with generosity and deliberate speed when facing other challenges and opportunities—
witness the subsidies involved in the construction of The Domain, the Circuit of the Americas,
and the forthcoming medical school. A social crisis of major proportions, made all the more
evident by the surrounding abundance, requires no less of a response.

At your convenience, we request a meeting with you and a delegation of 3-4 representatives of
our organization. Please call (512-971-8304) or email (janehrivera@austin.rr.com) Jane
Rivera, the convener of the Raza Roundtable to set this up. Thank you for your kind
consideration of this urgent request.
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