Date:

ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
RECOMMENDATION 2015-10-12-4-d

10-16-2015

Subject: Wildlife recommendations

Motioned By: Chair Lundstedt Seconded By: Vice Chair Shaw
Recommendations;

1. The City Of Austin should develop a comprehensive humane wildlife
management policy based on national best practices.

2. The City of Austin should create a new position, Wildlife Management
Specialist to implement this new policy. This position would be partially funded
by the $10,000 curently allocated annually for the Wildlife Services contract and
report directly to the Chief Animal Services Officer. An additional $57,000
could be made available by Travis County.

3. The City of Austin should opt out of the contract with the Texas Agrilife
Extension Service — Wildlife Services and negotiate with Travis County to do the
same and create a county-wide program.

4. The City of Austin should initiate an audit of the contract between Texas

Wildlife Services and the City of Austin as it pertains to the trapping of wildlife.

Description of Recommendation to Council;

1.

In the past several years the animal advisory commission has been tasked by council to
address issues with deer/human and coyote/human conflicts. Two separate policies have
evolved from these efforts. We have also heard from the public about issues related to
peacocks, guineas, alligators, swans, etc. Due to this we recommend a comprehensive
wildlife policy as the next appropriate step.

Past Animal Services Office leaders have not shown an interest in taking on wildlife
management. We now have a Chief Animal Services Officer that is not only experienced
in the field but enthusiastic to take on this role. The AAC has received complaints from
the public that the items laid out in the deer policy are not being implemented in a timely
manner. A city Wildlife Management Specialist could see to it that this is addressed. The
commission also feels that the taxpayers would be better served by bringing wildlife
management in house.

When this contract was first entered into in 2005 there was no expertise within the COA
to effectively deal with public education or lethal coyote removal. This is no longer the
case and the commission feels that the city and county are in a good position to take over
all aspects of wildlife management. Please see Attachment A, Contract No. 13-WS-01.
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Under services to be provided by Wildlife Services, items 1-4 and 6 are already being
effectively performed by PARD, Water Utility and Animal Services. Only number 5,
extermination of dangerous animals is soley performed by Wildlife Services. The City of
Austin and Travis County are basically paying $67,000 per year for a limited number of

coyotes to be trapped and killed by Wildlife Services. This is not a good use of taxpayer
dollars.

4. The commission feels that there is a disconnect between the recently enacted Coyote
Management Policy and the actions of Wildlife Services. An audit of this program is
necessary to ensure that the policy, along with Article 3-2-4, Hunting and Trapping
Wild Animals of the city charter is being adhered to. The commission has receieved
contradictory information from PARD, Water Utility and Wildlife Services regarding
how wildlife issues are handled within city limits.

Rationale:

The Austin Animal Advisory Commission and Animal Services Office issue this joint position
statement;

The City of Austin should be modeling national best practices regarding wildlife
management to include volunteer programs, education and outreach, community engagement,
partnering with wildlife and animal welfare organizations on humane exclusion and
deterrents. Lethal means of control should be permitted, documented, used as a last resort only
with approval from the Chief of Animal Services.

Vote

For: Kaviani, Mier, Kjellberg, Nazor, Tucker, Hogue, Shaw, Mitchell, Lundstedt, Means
Against: 0

Abstain: 0

Absent: Neuhaus

Attest: [Staff or board member can sign]
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ATTACHMENT A
CONTRACT NO. 13-Ws-0)
WORK PLAN
DATED: SEPTEMBER 1, 2012

Introdaction

Texas Wildlife Services (TWS) progrmm, personmel report that conflicts between peopie and coyoles and
other dmage causing wildlife are ificreasing in urban arcas across the State of Texas. While the progmm
impicmentcd under this Agreement will emphasize activitics related to the covote population, services and
activitics relnted to other damiage causing wildlife will also be provided as feasible, References to serviees
related to coyotes under this Agreement also include like services related to other damage causmg wildlife.
In recent years, TWS biologists assigned to Austin and central Texas have responded 10 a growing number
of complasnts related to coyote threats to human health and safcty and coyoic attacks on pets. In the past,
WS biologisis in Austin and Travis Coumty have responded 1o most of these complaints by providing
techmca! asaistance or educationnimaterials. Today, the problem has reached a point where technical
assistance no longer meets the needs of ke public, The TWS Progmam recognizes a need to conduct a
comprehensive Coyote/ Damage Cousing Damage Management (CDM) program in Travis County and the
City of Austin and recommends the course of action outlined in this work plan,

Several counties which adjéin Travis Cousty currently have coyote management programs m place.
Blanco, Bumnet, Hays, and Williamson counties aurrently fund coyole management programs. Historically
these programs have been directed at livestock depredation problems. However in recent years, the Texas
Wildlife Services Program has reported an mcrease m coyoic complaints from residential areas in the
aforementioned counties and 8 sgmficant part of the service provided by the Texas Wildlife Services
Program has been directed at managing problems 1n urban and suburban arcas of the countics.

The proposed program for Travis County and the City of Austin differs somewhat from the corrent
programs 1n survounding counties in that lghest pnority will be given to addressing coyote problems in
residential and urban arcas of the county  Scoondary emphasis will be given 10 coyotc mamgement in
cutlying areas of the City of Austin and Travis County

Area of Jurisdiction
This Agreement shall be performed only mthinﬂ::mhmmmdamnsor‘l‘muscoum\ and the City of

mmmmmmwwmmmwmwmaummcmmu
handled by amendmen (o this Agreement pursuant to Section 10.12

Purpose of Objectives

The Texas AgriL.ife Extension Serviee - Wildlifc Services Unit in conjunction with USDA-APHIS-WS
Program (WS} will contimme an opcratioml and techmcal assistance based CDM program m the City of
Austin and Travis County, Texas. The overall objective of this Agreement is to fund and conduct a fullservice
mtegrated CDM program. The primary goal of the operational program will be to reduce human
health and safety threats and concemns and reduce injuries to and loss of pets cansed by coyotes and other
damage causing wildlifc in Travis County and the City of Austin, The secondary geal wall be 1o reduce
danmge to property and other resources caunsed by coyotes and other damage causing wildlife. An annual
work plan and financial plan are included herein.

Objectives

A_To continue and conduct an operationa) CDM program 10 mmimize conflicts berween people

and coyotcs and other damage causing wildlife

B To cooperate with Travis County, the City of Austin and Extension for the purpose of

developing a public education program dessgned to rmumuze conflicts between people and

coyoies and other damage camsing wildlife. The educational cffort will include development

Interiocal Cooperation Agreement - FY 2013
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and dissemination of information related to modification of environmental conditions and/or

cultural practices which influence covote activity and activity of other damage causing

wildlife.

C To monitor coyote activity and activity of other damage causing wildlife while evaluating the
effecuvencess of CDM progmm efforts.




Goals

‘To mimimize the following coyote/damage causing wildlife related problems in Travis County and the City
of Anstin' coyote threats (o human henlth and safety, coyote attacks on pets, and other conflicts that may
arise between people and coyotes and other damage causing wildlife.

Plan of Action

WS has assigned a foll-time wildlifc biologist to Travis County, for the purpose of contmuing and
conductung a CDM program: WS will also maintain an existing wildhfe biologist position m Travis County
to augment the CDM progrm. The cxisting position will support direct control and cducatronal programs
m cooperution with Travis County and the City of Austin. WS persannel assigned to Travis County will
remam under the sopervision of WS, CDM activities will be confined to the imincorporated areas of Travis
County and the Gity of Austin. WS provides managerial, technical, and administrative program support
WS adheres to all local and state laws and regulations as well as USDA/APHIS/WS policies and guidelnes
whmmb\gWDMmSa&wwmuamny

WSmllmfothily Coum}m&tmnnpusonm!d‘WDMamwncsbym meetings and
providing mutually agreed upon reports. The WS Distnct Office 1n College Station, Texas (979/845-6201)
will monitor the program.

Services and activities 10 be provided by Pesforming Agency will include the following:

I. Provide educsitional servioes for arcas registenng complaints or making roquests for such
services through Receiving Agency

2. Evalunte and make recommendations for modification of citizen activities velated to complunts
and requests.

3. Cooperate with City and County in developing and distributing educational and other
m%momlmbdmpﬂtommcmmofpmmwummmmmg
wildlife

4 Provide servioes as allowed by law reiated 1o all damage-causing wildlife, with the inital
emphasis on problems related to the coyote population.

5 Where necessary and in instances where other options do not result in a resolution of the wildlife
problem, provide for the extermination of animals determined (0 be a danger to the commumty

6. Respond in a tumely and cffectrve manner to all complamts rclated to domage-causing wildlife
within the jurisdiction of the Performing Agency utilizing methods which include public

cducation, wildlifc behavior modification, and, where necessary, elimination of damage-cansing
wildlie.

City/County Cooperative Effort

Performing Agency acknowlodges and agrees that thus Agreement is based upon the cooperatrve effort to
be entered into between Recetving Agency and the Cuty of Austin (Cuy), pursuant to the terms of a separate
agreement between Receiving Agency and City (City/County Agreement) Continued performance of the
Interiocal Cooperation Agreement - FY 2013
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Agreement by Receiving Agency is conditioned upon the performmnce by City of certamn obligations
pursuant to the City/County Agreement Section 5 03 notwithstanding. Receiving Agency may termimate
this Agroement with 30 days notice upon the failure of City to perform according to the terms of the
City/County Agreement, inclndmg payment by City to County of funds sct forth under that City/County

Agreement.
Functions related to this Agreement to be provided by City include the following:
1. Pavment by City to Receiving Agency of $10,000




2. Provision of the following in-kind services.

- Coyote and other damage causing wildlife related calls will be handied throngh the Town Lake
Animal Center (TLAC) Animal Control Office and 311 Call Center The requests for service
will be forwarded to the Wildlife Biologist for handlmg when necessary

- City Animal Services will contmuc 10 provide cducation and information to citizens in those
cases where additional services are not waranted and will assist the Wildlife Buologist with
cdusation clorts in the ncighborhoods metuding direct customer service, neighborhood
mestings and materinl distnbution.
-cm-mmsmmmmmmmmmammormmum goographic aren
to wack problem aeighborhoods and provide information to the Wildlife Biologist for
proactive efforts of coyote population management and the management of other damage
causing wildlife populations.

- City Animal Control will handic transpon of bodics for any cuthanized animals as well as
hamdle disposal of the bodies.

- City Animal Cantrol will provide the mbies quarantme/iesting and reporung support required
for-any suspect animals.

- City Animal Control will provide any coordination support requested by the Wildlife Biologist
while conducting activitics, including serving as a central point of contact for the Wildlife
Biologist tp notify the City of the location of traps, harvesting sweeps, cic.

- Provide the necessary City authonzation to access City-owned property to implement the
wildlife management program described in this Apreement.

- Transpont trapped coyote(s) requiring cuthanasia when requested by TWS

- Euthanize coyote(s) when instructed by TWS to do so




