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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
OCTOBER 26, 2015
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2015-0784
1506 BOULDIN AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Relocate a ca. 1939 house to outside the city.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, wing-and-gable plan frame house with a partial width, integral shed-roofed
independent porch on plain, square, wood posts; single and paired 1:1 fenestration;
scalloped wood ornamentation at the base on the tympanum of the principal front-facing
gable; boxed wood chimney.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1939 by Virgil and Malissie Pope, who lived here until around 1943.
Virgil Pope was a Texas-born painter, who had previously worked as a night watchman at
the Texas School for the Deaf. Around 1943, the house was purchased by Earl and Ermer
Grace Summerow. Earl Summerow was born near Houston, and worked at a tire store and
as a city firefighter before joining the U.S. Navy during World War II. His ship exploded
while being loaded with ammunition in Papua New Guinea in 1944, killing all aboard. His
widow is listed as the owner and occupant of the house in the 1947 city directory; she then
married electrician Alfred Hess and lived here with him in the late 1940s. From around
1950 on, the house has been a rental unit, with tenants including an employee of the State
Department of Agriculture, a waitress at the old Night Hawk, and in the early 1990s,
famed local guitarsman Charlie Sexton.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is not listed in any City survey.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The house is proposed for relocation rather than demolition, which staff supports, although
staff contends that the better alternative would be to adaptively re-use this house, which
represents the scale, materials, and massing of the neighborhood. However, this house
does not have the architectural nor the historical significance to warrant individual
designation as a historic landmark, so staff must recommend release of the permit, upon
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin
History Center.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1506 Bouldin Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2015

1992 Charles W. Sexton, renter
No occupation listed
NOTE: The directory indicates that Charles W. Sexton was a new resident at
this address.

1985-86 Jacqueline Butler, renter
Employed by the State of Texas

1981 Jacqueline Butler, renter
No occupation listed

1977 Jacqueline Butler, renter
Student
NOTE: The directory indicates that Jacqueline Butler was a new resident at this
address.

1973 Robert and Sue Miars, renters

No occupation listed

1968 Alfred P. and Marie Herrera, renters
Driver, Linen Supply Company (not listed in the alphabetical section of the
directory).
1962 Edith Bates, renter
Waitress, Night Hawk Restaurant (multiple locations)
1959 Norman T. and Mildred Heard, renters
Employed by the State Department of Agriculture
1955 The address is not listed in the directory.
1952 W.A. and Doris Dieterich, renters
No occupation listed
1949 Alfred B. and Erma G. Hess, owners
Electrician
1947 Ermer G. Summerow, owner

Widow, Earl Summerow
No occupation listed

1944-45 Earl and Ermer Summerow, owners
U.S. Navy
1942 Virgil and Mallissie Pope, owners

Painter
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NOTE: Earl and Ermer Summerow are listed at 1905 Brackenridge Street. He
was a city fireman; she was a book-keeper for Austin Goodyear.

1941 Virgil and Malissie Pope, owners
Painter
1940 Virgil and Melissa Pope, owners

Painter (office at the house)

1939 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Virgil Pope is listed as a painter living at 1215 Newton Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Virgil and Malissie Pope (ca. 1939 — ca. 1943)

Virgil and Malissie Jane Pope appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of this house,
which was worth $2,000. Virgil Pope was 50, had been born in Texas, and was a painter.
Malissie Jane Pope was 51, had been born in Missouri, and had no occupation listed. With
them lived their daughter, Gladys A., 26, who had been born in Texas and had no occupation
listed; and another daughter, Lake Scott, 26, who had been born in Oklahoma and had no
occupation listed. Lake’s husband, Adrian T. Scott, 22, had been born in Texas and was a
delivery man for cleaning and pressing company.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows V. and Mellissia Pope as the renters of the house at 1008 S. 1%
Street in Austin. V. Pope was a 41-year old Texas-born night watchman at the Deaf School.
Mellissia Pope was 42, had been born in Missouri, and was a cleaner and presser at a cleaning
shop. They had 3 children: Gladys, 16; Truman [?], 14; and Lake, 12. All three girls had been
born in Texas.
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VIRGIL POPE -~
. _Funeral services for ‘ﬁrﬂ'
' Poie. T2 6 5 Wil be!
Theld ﬂlumday at 1 pm‘ at thej
"ﬁ'ﬂﬁe—t‘ﬁ_ “Funeral Home with]
RevGo rﬂm—Brﬁayguﬁtcmmg
l Hzniicé been a resident of Aus-
tin = : 2 aememr-af
ber of Cnnm'ess lﬁ*&nue Baptmt
Church. He was a.retited '
ing contractor and w¥s associated|
with the sheriff's departiment for!
a number of years. ~ — 1

He is survived by his widow,
Mrs. Virgil Pope; three uau,,h
ters, Mrs. Robert Wheelér, Mrs.
John Haideman and Mrs_John R
Thirhin, all of Austin, TWo SISters.|
s Maude Spuriock of —Forr
Worih,and Mrs—Aubry - Jones-of
of Cleburne; five grandchildrent
and three great-grandchildren. -
~ Palibearers will be R. E.
Harseh.-A. B-Burt. Lee Whitaker;
Clyde Hill, M. L. Léa“iﬁ““ai‘iﬂ“WiL
liam A. Hergoiz

Burial wil-be—in Capital” “d‘ei
morial Gardens. -+

Obituary of Virgil' Pope
Austin American, January 10, 1962
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Earl J. Lee and Ermer G. Summerow (ca. 1943 — ca. 1944)

Erma Grace Summerow Hess and Albert B. Hess (ca. 1945 — ca. 1950)

Earl J. Lee Summerow, Jr. and his wife, Ermer G. Summerow are listed in the 1940 U.S.
Census as the renters of an apartment at 1117 W. 5" Street in Austin. Earl J. Lee Summerow
was 21, had been born in Texas, and was a service man for a retail tire and rubber company.
Ermer G. Summerow was 20, had been born in Texas, and was a stenographer for a retail tire
and rubber company. They had no children listed with them. Earl Summerow had lived in rural
Travis County in 1935.

Earl J. Lee Summerrow was born in 1918 in Goose Creek, Harris County, Texas. He died on
the U.S. S. Mount Hood in Seeadler Harbor, Manus Island, Admiralty Islands, Papua New
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Guinea on October 10, 1944 when the ship exploded while being loaded with ammunition. All
350 men on board were killed.

Ermer Grace Summerow married Alfred Berge Hess after Earl J. Lee Summerow’s death. They

lived in this house in the late 1940s. E. Grace Summerrow Hess died in Kerrville in 2008; Alfred
Hess died in Kerrville, Texas in 2009.
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Building permit to Virgil Pope for the construction of this house (1939)
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Water service permit to Virgil Pope for this address (1939)



D.5-8

SANITARY SEWER SERVICE PERMIT . No. /s<5C 7|
Augtin, Texas
Received of 2.0 e Aeom/s . pate __ S0 -22
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Amount $
Builder or Owner V. 'Za."s . Plumber _
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Sewer service permit referencing Virgil Pope as the owner of the house (1939)



