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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 16, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-1016 
608 W. ST. JOHNS AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled stone-veneered frame house with a central, 
partial-width, shed-roofed, independent porch on plain, square wood posts; single 6:6 
fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1946 for Warren S. and Hilda Hood, who lived here until Hood’s 
death in 1953.  Warren Hood was born in Kansas; they had lived in Houston for at least 10 
years before moving to Austin.  He had been a painter in Houston and was a painter for the 
University of Texas upon moving to Austin.  From the mid-1950s through the mid-1970s, 
the house was a rental unit, with tenants including students, cafeteria workers, and 
widows.  Ruby Wimberly, a widow who worked for the Internal Revenue Service, moved 
into the house in the early 1970s; she is listed as the owner of the property thereafter.  She 
was retired. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of this house; it is a classic example of 
vernacular post-World War II design, and reflects the architecture and social makeup of the 
neighborhood in its history and design.  However, the house does not have sufficient 
architectural and historical significance to warrant individual designation as a historic 
landmark, so staff recommends release of the permit upon completion of a City of Austin 
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch 
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center if rehabilitation 
and adaptive re-use is not a feasible option. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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608 W. St. Johns Avenue 
ca. 1946 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
608 W. St. Johns Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2015 
 
1992  Ruby B. Wimberly, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Ruby B. Wimberly, owner 
  Retired 
 
1981  Ruby B. Wimberly, owner 
  Retired 
 
1977  Ruby B. Wimberly, owner 
  Retired 
 
1973  Ruby B. Wimberly (not listed as owner) 
  Widow, Tom Wimberly 
  Clerk, IRS 
 
1968  Estelle Lee, renter 
  Widow, Charles Lee 
  Retired 
  NOTE:  Ruby Wimberly is not listed in the directory. 
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1962  Hattie J. Jones, renter 
  Widow, C.I. Jones 
  Food server, Board of Education 
 
1959  Joe L. and Eloise Price, renters 
  Student 
 
1955  Vince and Alga Avery, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 

Horace C. and Mildred Heath, owners 
Painter 

 
1952  Warren S. and Hilda Hood, owners 
  Painter 
 
1949  W. Stanley and Hilda Hood, owners 

Painter 
 
1947  Warren S. and Hilda Hood, owners 
  Painter, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 No houses are listed on St. Johns Avenue. 

NOTE:  Warren S. and Hilda Hood are listed at 709 W. 22nd Street, Apt. 2.  He 
had no occupation shown. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Warren S. and Hilda Hood (ca. 1946 – ca. 1953) 
Warren S. and Hilda Hood appear in the 1940 U.S. Census of Houston, Texas, where they 
rented an apartment in what appears to have been a tri-plex.  Warren S. Hood was 52, had 
been born in Kansas, and was a painter.  Hilda Hood was 53, had been born in Texas, and had 
no occupation listed.  They had a son, James, 14, who had been born in Texas.  They had lived 
in University Place, Harris County, Texas, in 1935. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Warren S. and Hilda Hood as the renters of a house in Houston, 
Texas.  Warren S. Hood was 48, had been born in Kansas, and was the owner of a retail 
grocery store.  Hilda Hood was 43, had been born in Texas, and was the owner of a rooming 
house.  Their son, James W. Hood, was 4.  They had 5 lodgers:  Leon Meyer, 28, a Texas-born 
retail stationery salesman; Ethel Cherry, 22, a Texas-born waitress in a hotel; Merritt Smith, 37, 
a Georgia-born auto paint and polish salesman; Imogene Haltom, 19, a Texas-born drapery 
maker for a furniture store; and Robert E. Campbell, a 57-year old Tennessee-born widower 
who was a roofing salesman. 
 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that Warren Stanely Hood was living at 
Gray, Beaver County, Oklahoma.  He had been born in Pratt County, Kansas in 1887, and was 
a U.S. Mail carrier.  He was married, of medium height and build, had brown eyes and hair, and 
was partly bald. 
 
His 1953 death certificate shows that Stanley Warren Hood was living at this house at the time 
of his death at the age of 66.  He was a painter, who had been born in Kansas. 
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Obituary of Warren S. Hood 

Austin American-Statesman, September 20, 1953 
 



 D.11 - 6 

 
Obituary and funeral notice for Warren S. Hood 

Austin American, September 21, 1953 
 
 
Ruby Wimberly (ca. 1970 - ) 
Ruby M. Wimberly appears in the 1942 Austin city directory as a photographer living at 5203 
Woodrow Avenue.  Her husband, Tom Wimberly, died in 1969. 
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Obituary of Ruby Wimberly 

Austin American-Statesman, January 5, 2006 
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Water service permit to Warren S. Hood for this address (1951) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by Warren S. Hood for this house (1953) 

 
A screened porch addition to the rear of the house was approved in 2011. 

 


