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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 14, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-0976 
2604 WOODMONT AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame Colonial Revival-styled house with a full-
width, shed-roofed, independent porch on plain, round wood columns, with a full-width 
balustrade above; single 6:6 windows with wood-panel wainscoting beneath and full-height 
wood shutters; fluted pilasters form the door surround; carport and garage addition to the 
left of the main house with a matching balustrade at the front roofline. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 by Frank and Margaret Gibson, who lived here until around 
1943.  Frank Gibson was a native of Nebraska, who had played professional baseball in 
Detroit from 1913 to 1927.  He was living in Texas by 1917, when he registered for the 
draft, showing that he was living in Manor, Texas and had no other employment besides 
being a baseball player.  By 1920, he was working as a salesman for a general store in 
Manor.  He and Margaret moved to Austin around 1936, and built this house.  He worked 
as a utility man for the City Power Plant, and eventually moved to Edna, Texas, where he 
was employed by the city utilities.  He died in Edna, Texas in 1961. 
From around 1943 until around 1960, the house was owned and occupied by George E. and 
Mildred Hurt.  George E. Hurt was born in Liverpool, England, and came to the United 
States in 1920.  He taught school in Dallas for several years, and moved to Austin in 1935.  
He was the director of the Longhorn Band at the University of Texas from 1936 to 1949.  
He died in 1960. 
From 1960 to around 1970, the house was owned and occupied by Thomas B. and Grace 
McFarlin.  Thomas B. McFarlin was from Burnet County, and was a salesman for IBM in 
Dallas in the 1930s.  He established his own business, the Dallas Tabulating Service, after 
World War II, and moved to Austin in 1960 as a salesman and representative or Sperry 
Rand Univac.  He retired in 1972 to his ranch home near Liberty Hill. 
Dorsey B. and Geneva Hardeman purchased the house in the early 1970s, and lived here 
for many years.  Dorsey Hardeman was very active in Texas government – he was the 
mayor of San Angelo, Texas in the 1930s, was elected to the Texas House of 
Representatives in 1938, and served 22 years in the Texas Senate following his military 
service in World War II.  He was appointed to the Texas Water Commission in 1969 as the 
executive director, and later served as a commissioner on the Commission. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff cannot recommend the demolition of this house.  The owner has submitted 
information that the property will stay in the family, but that the house is in poor condition 
and does not meet the needs of the family member who wishes to build a new house on this 
site.  However, staff believes that the house does have both historical and architectural 



 D.2 - 2 
value, and it will be up to the Commission to determine whether those criteria are met 
satisfactorily to warrant a recommendation for historic zoning to preserve the house.  This 
house is a good example of the 1930s Colonial Revival style, and is associated with several 
prominent people, including Col. George Hurt, the director of the Longhorn Band for many 
years, and Dorsey Hardeman, a prominent state senator.  If the Commission votes to 
release the demolition permit, then staff recommends that the applicant complete a City of 
Austin Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 
sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
 
 
E-mail from the owner: 
The house is in poor condition and it would be very expensive to rehab. And as its architecture is very 
dated with small rooms and virtually no closets and small baths, the end result is not what the market is 
demanding. The home has been added on to at least twice over the years and on at least one of them 
theres a flat roof that we’ve always had trouble with. Could u let me know the time and place of the 
hearing next wweek 
 
From: Sadowsky, Steve [mailto:Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 09, 2015 10:14 AM 
To: Bryan Hardeman 
Subject: RE: 2604 woodmont austin 78703 
 
Hi Bryan: 
Is there a possibility that the family would consider rehabilitation of the house rather than demolition?   
 
Steve Sadowsky 
Historic Preservation Officer 
City of Austin, Texas 
974-6454 
 
From: Bryan Hardeman   
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2015 4:30 PM 
To: Sadowsky, Steve 
Subject: 2604 woodmont austin 78703 
 
Dear mr. sadowsky, it is my understanding that the above property for which we have applied for a 
demo permit is to go before the historic commission this evening, by this petition we strongly object to 
this being zoned historic, this is a 90yr old structure that my family has owned for over 40 yrs and is still 
occupied by my 97 yr old mother who is in very poor health, it is her desire to pass this property down 
to her grand daughter who would like rebuild a  new modern home there. The current home has no 
historical or architectural significance, It is in poor structural condition and needs constant attention to 
keep it occupiable  ,  Thank you for your consideration  Bryan Hardeman 
 

mailto:Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov
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LOCATION MAP 
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2604 Woodmont Avenue 
ca. 1938 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2604 Woodmont Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2015 
 
1992  Dorsey B. and Geneva M. Hardeman, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Dorsey B. and Geneva M. Hardeman, owners 

Retired 
 
1981  Dorsey B. and Geneva M. Hardeman, owners 

Commissioner, State Department of Water Commissioners 
 
1977  Dorsey B. and Geneva M. Hardeman, owners 
  Commissioner, State Water Rights Commission 
 
1973  William H. and Cheryl Luedecke, III, owners 
  Proprietor, Luedecke Company, realtors, 4305 Marathon Boulevard. 

NOTE:  Dorsey and Geneva Hardeman are listed at 600 W. 10th Street, Apt. 643; 
he was a commissioner for the State Water Rights Commission. 

 
1968  Thomas B. and Grace D. McFarlin, owners 
  Salesman, Univac, 1003 W. 6th Street. 
 



 D.2 - 5 
1962  Thomas B. and Grace D. McFarlin, owners 

District manager, Remington Rand, office equipment, calculators, adding 
machines, typewriters, 1003 W. 6th Street. 

 
1959  George E. and Mildred Hurt, owners 

Director, University of Texas 
 
1955  George E. and Mildred Hurt, owners 
  Band director, University of Texas 
 
1952  George E. and Mildred Hurt, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1949  George E. and Mildred Hurt, owners 
  Director, Longhorn Band, University of Texas 
 
1947  George E. and Mildred Hurt, owners 
  Teacher, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 George E. and Mildred Hurt, owners 
  Band director, University of Texas 
 
1941  Frank G. and Margaret Gibson, owners 
  Foreman, City Power and Light Plant 

NOTE:  George E. and Mildred Hurt are listed at 1506 Mohle Drive; he was the 
band director at the University of Texas. 

 
1939  Frank G. Gibson, owner 
  Utility man, City Power Plant 
  NOTE:  Margaret Gibson is not listed in the directory. 
 
1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Frank G. Gibson is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Frank G. and Margaret Gibson (ca. 1938 – ca. 1943) 
Frank and Margaret Gibson are listed as the owners of this house in the 1940 U.S. Census.  
The house was worth $5,000.  Frank G. Gibson was 49, had been born in Nebraska, and was a 
labor foreman for the City.  Margaret Gibson was 51, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Frank, 12, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Frank G. and Margaret Gibson as the owners of a farm in Manor, 
Texas.  Frank G. Gibson was 29, had been born in Nebraska, and was a salesman in a general 
store.  Margaret B. Gibson was 30, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  With 
them lived a niece, Ruth Bonner, 10, who had been born in Arkansas. 
 
His 1917 World War I draft registration card shows Frank Gilbert Gibson was living in Manor, 
Texas, and was without employment.  He was born in Omaha, Nebraska in 1890 and was a 
baseball player.  He was married, tall, with a medium build, and had dark grey eyes and black 
hair. 
 
There is a photograph of Frank Gibson from 1914 with the Detroit American League baseball 
team.  There is an indication from Professional Baseball Players and the Baseball Almanac that 
Frank Gibson played form 1913 to 1927. 



 D.2 - 6 
 
He was living in Edna, Texas at the time of his death at the age of 70 on April 27, 1961.  He was 
an electrician for the City of Edna Public Service Company, and had lived in Edna for 2 years. 
 
 
George E. and Mildred Hurt (ca. 1943 – ca. 1960) 
George Enoch and Mildred Hurt appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the owners of the house at 
1506 Mohle Drive, which was worth $5,500.  George E. Hurt was 43, had been born in England, 
and was a teacher at the University of Texas.  Mildred Hurt was 37, had been born in Texas, 
and had no occupation listed.  Their daughter, Diana Sue, was 4 and had been born in Texas.  
The family had lived in Dallas in 1935. 
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News story of the death of George E. Hurt 

Austin American, July 22, 1960 
 

 
Funeral notice for George E. Hurt 
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Austin American, July 23, 1960 

 

 
Obituary of Mildred Hurt 

Austin American-Statesman, August 1, 1980 
 
Thomas B. and Grace McFarlin (ca. 1960 – ca. 1970) 
Thomas B. McFarlin appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 23-yar old son of R. Houston and 
Minnie E. McFarlin of Burnet County, Texas, where they owned their home on the Bertram and 
Liberty Hill Road.  Thomas B. McFarlin had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  
His father was a farmer. 
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Obituary of Thomas B. McFarlin 

Austin American-Statesman, December 27, 1992 
 
 
Dorsey and Geneva Hardeman (ca. 1975 - ) 
Dorsey Hardeman appears in the 1940 U.S. Census as a lodger in the home of Emma Cannon 
in San Angelo, Texas.  He was 36, had been born in Tennessee, and was a lawyer in private 
practice. 
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Obituary of Dorsey Hardeman 

Austin American-Statesman, August 13, 1992 
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Building permit to Frank Gibson for the construction of this house and box garage (1938) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Frank Gibson for this house (1938) 
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Building permit to Tom McFarlin for the construction of a carport (1961) 
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