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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 14, 2015 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2015-1113 
914 POST OAK STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan frame house with a partial-width, shed-roofed independent porch; single 
1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built over the winter of 1946-47 by Joe Carlin, a Mexican restaurant 
operator.  He and his wife, Elvira, rented this house out until the early 1960s, when Elvira 
is listed as the owner.  Their tenants included a bus driver, an electrical lineman, and a 
clothes presser.  Elvira Carlin is listed as the owner of the house in the 1962 city directory; 
she was a companion to the Sternenberg family, who owned Kuntz-Sternenberg Lumber 
Company.  The house was then rented out in the 1960s and 1970s;  Elvira Carlin moved 
back into the house in the mid-1980s.  Elvira Carlin is most known for the ownership of El 
Charro, which was at 912 Red River Street, and La Tapatia, which was at 1509 E. 6th Street 
restaurants with her husband in the 1940s and 1950s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use over demolition, but release the permit upon 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all 
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin 
History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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914 Post Oak Street 
ca. 1946 

 
 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
914 Post Oak Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2015 
 
1992  Elvira H. Carlin, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Elvira H. Carlin, owner 
  Saleswoman, Bernice Koch, Twin Oaks Florist, 302 E. Oltorf Street. 
 
1981  Elvira H. Carlin, owner 
  Employed by Twin Oaks Florist, 302 E. Oltorf Street. 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Elvira H. Carlin was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1977  No return 
 
1973  Glen Roxales, renter 
  Assistant, Post Office 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Glen Roxales was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1968  Fred and Rose Agado, Jr., renters 
  Branch manager, 7-11 Dairy Stores (multiple locations) 
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1962  Elvira Carlin, owner 
  Companion to F.W. and Edna Sternenberg, 310 W. 9th Street. 

NOTE:  F.W. Sternenberg was the founder and owner of Kuntz-Sternenberg 
Lumber Company, 601 E. 5th Street. 

 
1959  Sid and Imogene Lahon, renters 
  Lineman, City Electric Department 
  NOTE: Elvira Carlin is not listed in the directory. 
 
1955  Troy D. and Dorothy Briscoe, renters 
  Troy:  Presser, Acme Cleaners, 4624 Burnet Road 

Dorothy: Assembler, Hall Level and Manufacturing Works, 1119 E. 4th 
Street. 

 
1952  Charles and Wilma Briscoe, renters 

Driver, Austin Transit Company 
NOTE:  Troy D. and Dorothy Briscoe are listed at 605 W. Gibson Street; he was 
a presser for Acme Cleaners, 4624 Burnet Road. 
 

1949  Vacant 
 
1947  Vacant 
 
1944-45 Vacant 
 
1941  Harry E. and Elizabeth Stephens, renters 
  Stoneworker 
 
1940  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Harry and Julia Stephens are listed at 1408½ E. 4th Street. 

NOTE:  The 1939 city directory shows Harry and Elizabeth Stephens at 1408½ 
E. 4th Street; he was a stone mason. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Elvira H. Carlin (owner, ca. 1960 -  ; resident ca. 1960 – ca. 1965 and ca. 1980 - ) 
Jose and Elvira Carlin appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of a house at 904 Lydia 
Street in East Austin.  Jose Carlin was 29, had been born in Mexico, and was a restaurant 
operator.  Elvira Carlin was 27, had been born in Texas, and was a cook for a sorority house.  
They had 4 children: Maria, 10; Juanita, 7; Elvira, 4; and Jose, 2.  All of the children had been 
born in Texas.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Joe and Elvira Carlin as the renters of the house 
at 902 Waller Street.  Joe Carlin was 22, had been born in Mexico, and was a soda dispenser at 
a drug store.  Elvira Carlin was 19, had been born in Texas to Mexican-born parents, and had 
no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
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Obituary of Elvira H. Carlin 

Austin American-Statesman, May 4, 2011 
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Obituary of Elvira H. Carlin 

Austin American-Statesman, May 5, 2011 
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Building permit to Joe Carlin for the construction of this house (1946) 

 

 
Water service permit to Joe Carlin for this house (1947) 
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Sewer connection application by Joe Carlin for this address (1946) 

 


